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We, women and men in public life, historians, intellectuals 
and people from all faiths, have come together to declare 
that the defence of values of justice and fraternity must 
overwhelm all obstacles to prevail over intolerance, racism 
and conflict. We say clearly that the Israelis and the Palestinians 
have a right to their own state, their own sovereignty and 
security and that any peace process with such aims must 
be supported. In the face of ignorance, prejudice and 
competing memories that we reject, we believe in the 
power of knowledge and the primacy of History. We there-
fore affirm, beyond all political considerations, our deter-
mination to defend historical truth, for no peace is built 
on lies.The Holocaust is 
a historical fact: the 
genocide in which six million European Jews were exter-
minated. To deny this crime against humanity is not only 
an insult to the memory of the victims, but also an insult 
to the very idea of civilization. Hence, we believe that the 
teaching of this tragedy concerns all those who have at 
heart the will to prevent further genocides. The same 
requirement of truth calls on us to recall the actions of the 
Righteous in Europe and in the Arab and Muslim world.

 
Together, we declare our common desire to promote a 
sincere dialogue, open and fraternal.  It is in this spirit 
that we have gathered around the Aladdin Project. We call 
on all men and women of conscience around the  
world to work with us in this common endeavour  
of shared knowedge, mutual respect and peace.

 annual rePorT 2008



Editorial
 Every institution, whether in France or abroad, is currently 

dealing with the impact of the global economic meltdown. 
Our Foundation has managed to limit losses by implemen-

ting low-risk strategies, allowing continued support in 2008 for its 
various projects, which will be presented in this activity report.
Within this new market context, resources stemming from our 
endowment will be slightly lower than those from the period run-
ning from the year 2000—when the Foundation was launched—to 
2007, the last year of financial prosperity. The needs of our partners 
will not diminish in any way. We therefore will have to redefine 
priorities and make certain choices—some of them difficult ones—to 
ensure that the Foundation’s activities continue well into the future 
while meeting urgent requests that bear upon our conscience.
Our director, Anne-Marie Revcolevschi, stepped down after eight 
years of service to the Foundation during which she displayed her 
full talent, based on her warmth, energy, creativity and profound 
reflection on all issues. We would like to thank her for this.
I am very pleased that Philippe Allouche has accepted to succeed 
her. He will know how to steer our institution and adapt it to the 
challenges it currently faces, given his professionalism, enthusiasm 
and receptivity. In carrying out this difficult task, he can rely on the 
support of Jean-Luc Landier, to whom I pay tribute for his skills, 
intellectual rigor and solid commitment on behalf of the Founda-
tion since its inception.
Together we will continue our efforts to preserve memory and to 
develop partnerships with those seeking a better world, one based 
on justice, tolerance and respect for others.

David de Rothschild, president of the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah 



The Struggle Must Go on

 When this report is published, I will be on the verge of step-
ping down as director of the Foundation for the Memory 
of the Shoah.

I would like to express my thanks to everyone who has given me 
their confidence—Simone Veil, David de Rothschild, all adminis-
trators present and past, members of the various commissions that 
have helped me, project managers, to all those who have become 
my friends. 

I look back on everything we have accomplished. I look at our team, 
now consisting of over a hundred volunteer members making up 
the Executive, our Management Committee, our commissions and 
some fifteen permanent staff.

I think back to my arrival at the Foundation. There were only  
four of us back then: Pierre Saragoussi and his assistant; Jean-Luc  
Landier; and myself. We had been given the task of turning this 
great Foundation into a fully operational entity. It was the brainchild 
of the Mattéoli Commission, and notably of Professor Ady Steg—it is 
impossible to fully express how much we owe to him.

We had to do virtually everything, and do it quickly: define the field 
of intervention, create the expert commissions, explain the evalua-
tion paradigms we would use in selecting projects, maximize invest-
ment potential for our endowment, and forge our niche among the 
many longstanding and well-established institutions.

All of this in an effort to carry out a mission of the utmost gravity: 
transmit the memory of the Shoah, an unprecedented tragedy in the 
history of mankind, one that took several of my family members. We 
had to also be extremely attentive to the survivors whose wounds 



had never healed and be concerned with the living—with Jews and 
with everything that had nourished us for centuries, from our exile 
from Jerusalem to the creation of the State of Israel: teach our texts, 
our languages, our history, a crossroads of our culture and the cul-
tures of other peoples encountered along our journey.

We were very set on achieving our goal, day after day, month after 
month, and with Jean-Luc Landier and then Philippe Allouche by 
my side, we strove to carry out our task with rigor, flexibility and  
“a little bit of soul.” Did we succeed? I am not the one to judge. What 
I can say, however, is that our “trio” worked very hard, complement-
ing one another very well, surrounded by intelligent, highly moti-
vated staff, both project coordinators and assistants. 

I won’t go into detail here about the 1,500 projects to which we 
have given some 110 million euros since 2001, all the while being 
careful to preserve the value of the endowment entrusted to us. 
What I do wish to say is that, despite the diversity of our projects, 
large and small, we have never lost sight of our overarching mis-
sion: transmitting the memory of the Shoah, without ever departing 
from historical truth or accuracy, or its specificity, while fighting any 
attempt at amalgam, denial, banalization or revisionism. We have 
placed the greatest emphasis on research and education, and on 
the preservation of sources and sites of remembrance. But beyond 
any books, walls or museums, our priority has been the people and 
those institutions that help and comfort the survivors of the Shoah, 
former deportees, hidden children, needy orphans, solitude and dis-
tress. This priority is everlasting.

Sometimes people ask me if the Foundation’s support and initia-
tives have marked or transformed how people today think about 
and perceive the Shoah, in France and abroad. I do not think so, or 
at any rate, not yet. Historians, philosophers, associations for for-
mer deportees and hidden children, those who actively campaign 
to preserve memory, writers, filmmakers and others obviously did 



not await the creation of the Foundation to transmit history. Indeed, 
they have been a great source of inspiration for us.

Yet, thanks to our policy of research grants and our international net-
work of young researchers, I do think that we have helped educate 
a new generation of historians, sociologist and philosophers. They 
in turn will be educating teachers; they are the ones who, via their 
reflection, knowledge and commitment, will stimulate the minds of 
those who will visit memorial sites, concentration and extermination 
camps and museums that we have also helped renovate. 

Objectives we are currently working to achieve include being able 
to show all visitors how the Jews arrived at Auschwitz-Birkenau up 
until April 1944, on the Juden Rampe, now restored thanks to Serge 
Klarsfeld’s initiative; and ensuring that the history of the depor-
tation of children from camps in the Loiret region will be taught 
exhaustively in Orléans by the CERCIL. We are also working toward 
being able to explain to all future visitors at Drancy that this camp 
served as the antichamber of the death of nearly 76,000 Jews in 
France. Moreover, in 2008, we inaugurated an information panel 
about the Vél d’Hiv roundup at the Bir-Hakeim metro station, in 
partnership with the RATP.

We were also very determined to preserve every trace of those 
as sassinated lives that the Nazis were trying to wipe out. Efforts 
to do this include the series of written accounts of survivors, an 
initiative launched by Simone Veil and Serge Klarsfeld, which now 
includes some forty publications; the fantastic Mémoire Demain proj-
ect created by Raphaël Esrail, president of the Union of Auschwitz 
Deportees; Father Patrick Desbois’ book of testimonies of the mas-
sacres of Jews from Ukraine and Bielorussia at the site of the mass 
graves; the accounts recorded with Dominique Missika and INA; 
and the preservation of the archives at the Commissariat Général 
aux Questions Juives, thanks to Isabelle Neuschwander. I hope 
that all of these documents will provide the basis for future work 



by  historians, teachers and filmmakers, as will the seminal books 
for which we have provided financial support for their publication 
in French—whether books by Saul Friedländer and Christopher 
Browning, for example, or Matatias Carp’s Cartea neagra about the 
destruction of Jews in Romania, published this year.

I’d like to say a few words about the Memorial. Our support for 
the Shoah Memorial is one of our major commitments, inscribed 
in our statutes as well as our hearts. We are very proud of what it 
has become: a museum, a major archives and documentation center, 
and more than anything else, a Wall of Names, a sepulture for those 
“whose names are all that remains,” where tiny candles placed in 
front of the wall burn silently in remembrance. Our two institutions 
are partners like they have never been before. Likewise, we have 
built partnerships and relationships of trust with all the major public 
and community organizations in France and abroad. I am certain 
that these tight bonds will be fruitful in the future, especially during 
this new phase we are now entering, a phase in which the Founda-
tion will need to focus on those missions most essential to it. I have 
faith that it will know how to adapt and find solutions that are ever 
innovative. 

I also wonder about the transmission of Judaism, a subject that has 
been a concern to me. Have we helped inspire the minds of young 
people—Jewish or not—through the messages of wisdom and tol-
erance? Have we contributed to stemming anti-Semitism, hatred 
and intolerance? I have my doubts: the road is a difficult one in 
this world where the Internet and the glut of immediate, superficial 
information hinders making clear distinctions between true and 
false, as well as personal reflection, which requires time. 

In conclusion, I would merely like to say that what has guided me 
over the years—years that seem to have raced by—is the fact that our 
Foundation is an open place where freedom and debate flourish, 
a place of imagination, reflection and courage. I have always been 



highly conscious that the funds entrusted to us had to be used with 
great respect for the memory of the Jews who had been killed, so 
that the crime against humanity to which they were victims would 
never be forgotten. I am happy that we engraved the memory of the 
“Justes de France” during the darkness of the Shoah on the walls 
of the Pantheon, a lesson of hope and fraternity underscored by 
Jacques Chirac and Simone Veil.

And lastly, I am happy that, together with David de Rothschild, we 
have launched the Aladdin Project to defend historical truth and 
challenge those who deny, insult or instrumentalize it, and we have 
opened a dialogue of peace and mutual respect between Jews and 
Muslims. I will never forget the minute of silence at UNESCO on 
March 27, 2009, when nearly 800 people—including hundreds of 
representatives from Muslim countries—gathered in remembrance 
of the six million Jews killed during the Shoah. 

The struggle must go on. 

Anne-Marie Revcolevschi,  
director of the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah





The Aladdin Project
Launched by the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah, the Alad-
din Project is an innovative cultural and educational program that 
aims to create opportunities for dialogue based on understanding and 
respect for others while fighting against disinformation, myths and 
negationism—outpourings of extremism that squelch the voices of rea-
son and moderation. It also aims to make available to all reliable, 
accessible historical and cultural information about the history of the 
Shoah and Judeo-Muslim relations, in Arabic, Farsi, Turkish, English 
and French.
The websites www.projetaladin.org and www.aladdinlibrary.org  
represent the first two concrete aspects of the project. The Diary of 
Anne Frank is available for the first time in Arabic and Farsi as a result, 
more than sixty years after it was first published in Dutch.
The conference organized to launch the Aladdin Project on Friday, 
March 27, 2009, at UNESCO brought together nearly 800 figures 
from Europe and the Muslim-Arab world, including Senegalese pres-
ident Abdoulaye Wade, former French president Jacques Chirac, the 
former head of state of Mauritania Ely Ould Mohamed Vall and high 
dignitaries from Egypt, Morocco, Qatar, Tunisia, Bosnia, Turkey and 
Spain delegated by their heads of State and respective governments. 
“The Aladdin Project has only begun. Other initiatives are currently under-
going preparation. The AP will become fully dimensional by our establish-
ing partnerships with publishing houses, being present at book fairs, work-
ing with writers, intellectuals and journalists who will bring us into touch 
with the media, organizing seminars, conferences and festivals, and work-
ing closely with NGOs and universities in the Muslim-Arab world.”
Anne-Marie Revcolevschi, director of the Foundation for the Memory 
of the Shoah.





Excerpts from speeches given at UNESCO 

The Aladdin Project was launched as a result of an overwhelming 
observation: the marked rise in negationism and anti-Semitism fed by 
the Israelo-Palestinian conflict. Faced with this harsh reality, the Foun-
dation for the Memory of the Shoah had the duty of contributing to 
defending historical truth and tolerance. 
David de Rothschild, 
president of the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah

UNESCO fully supports this initiative, hoping that it brings long-
term reinforcement to the educational tools fostering peace and 
tolerance. 
Koïchiro Matsuura,  
director general of UNESCO

Despite the fact that Holocaust survivors are still living, all material 
proof is visible and tangible, and testimonies abound, some indivi-
duals have set out to falsify, even deny, this chapter in the history of 
mankind. We categorically reject our memory being so dangerously 
amputated and disguised. 
Abdoulaye Wade,  
president of the Republic of Senegal

After the Shoah, nothing, for us, will ever be the same. Nothing can 
make us feel that we weren’t responsible. Nothing can change our 
feeling that we are orphans. Nothing can obviate the question: What 
would I have done? After the Shoah, we know that political courage, 
real courage, means resisting at all costs the xenophobia that is so 
dehumanizing. 
Jacques Chirac,  
former president of the French Republic



It would be to deny my very humanity to say “Yes, this horror took 
place; no, it has nothing to do with me.” Those who died in the 
concentration camps were my brothers, my sisters of humanity. My 
brother, the child at Treblinka. My sister, the little girl at Auschwitz. 
Ely Ould Mohamed Vall,  
former head of the State of Mauritania

My reading of the Holocaust and the reading of My people are not 
those of amnesia. Our reading is that of a memorial wound that we 
know has been written in one of the most painful chapters in the 
pantheon of our universal heritage. 
Message from His Majesty Mohammed VI,  
king of Morocco

The strength of the Aladdin Project is that it reaches out to those 
who are handicapped by prejudice or ignorance or merely lack 
accessible information. It lifts the veil on misunderstandings and 
falsehoods. It opens up a space for a shared future. I wholeheartedly 
endorse the fundamental intuition inherent in the Aladdin Project. 
Message from Nicolas Sarkozy,  
president of the French Republic
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Foundation 
for the 

Memory of 
the Shoah



the Foundation for the Memory  
of the Shoah was created in 2000  
on the recommendation of the Mattéoli 
Commission, charged with inventorying  
and evaluating the belongings expropriated 
from the Jews during the war and unjustly 
kept by the state apparatus and French 
financial institutions. 

the funds have a value of 393 million euros, 
which constitute the FMS’s endowment.  
in contrast to the CiVS (Commission  
for the Compensation of the Victims of 
Spoliation), which deals with reparations for 
individuals, the Foundation uses the interest 
generated by the endowment to finance 
projects and institutions.  

the endowment is managed by the FMS’s 
financial commission.

the majority of the FMS’s annual budget 
goes to the funding of projects,  
which are evaluated by five commissions 
made up of volunteer members: Solidarity, 
Memory and transmission, history of  
anti-Semitism and the Shoah, Shoah 
education, and Jewish Culture. Projects 
recommended by the commissions are 
subsequently examined by the Foundation’s 
executive and then by its Management 
Committee. Since its creation, the FMS has 
financed over 1,500 projects.  
in 2008, nearly 14 million euros were given 
to fund 267 projects. 

A private foundation for the
benefit of the public
Evolution of the number of projects handled by the Foundation 

Projects accepted

2003: 281 2004: 305 2005: 440 2006: 407 2007: 361 2008: 417

Projects rejected or not followed up



the Foundation covers 80 percent  
of the Shoah Memorial’s operational 
budget. in 2008, this financing 
represented 7.7 million euros.  
the Foundation also funds trips  
to auschwitz organized by the Shoah 
Memorial for teachers and students. 

this year, the amount earmarked for 
funding Shoah Memorial operations 
represented 36 percent of the overall 

support granted by the Foundation  
for the Memory of the Shoah.  
in addition, construction of the future 
Centre d’histoire et de Mémoire  
de drancy also will be financed  
by the FMS, which will reimburse  
the loan contracted by the Shoah 
Memorial. 
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Permanent Support  
for the Shoah Memorial

2006: ¤ 22,520,825 2007: ¤ 16,673,191 2008: ¤ 21,556,452

Evolution of funding granted by the Foundation

7,550,000 7,497,000 7,738,91714,970,825
66% 55% 64%34% 45% 36%

9,176,191 13,817,535

Amount of support given to the Shoah Memorial

Amount of support to projects



Key Figures for 2008

Division of projects per commission

Division of commitments per commission

Budget for projects: 14 mill ion euros

History of  
anti-Semitism 
and the Shoah 

504,216

4 %

Shoah 
Education  
1,178,325

8 %

Memory and 
Transmiss ion  
2,686,954

19 %

So l idarity 
4,962,990

36 %

Jewish Cu ltu re  
3,135,050

23 %

Other 
Projects 

1,350,000

10 %

History of  
anti-Semitism 
and the Shoah 

51

19 %

Shoah 
Education  

93

34 %

Memory and 
Transmiss ion  

49

18 %

So l idarity 
26

10 %

Jewish Cu ltu re 
47

18 %

Other 
Projects 

1

1 %

eu ro 13,817,535

267 
p rojects
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the year 2008 saw an increase  
in the commitments of the FMS,  
which maintained its support for certain 
major projects to allow them to come  
to term despite various restrictions  
in place. 

Solidarity with Shoah survivors 
represented the Foundation’s leading 
field of action, which grew this year 
following the renewal of several  
long-term programs. the FMS continues 
to support projects for survivors  
in France (led notably by the rothschild 
Foundation, the CaSiP-CoJaSor,  
the oSe and adiam) and in israel 
(especially via the partnership with  
the association Latet).

transmission of Jewish culture was  
the second-leading field, receiving  
the most generous FMS grants.  
the year 2008 was marked notably  
by the Foundation’s participation  
in acquiring a new site for the Maison  
de la Culture yiddish and the support 
given to the renovation program  
for the Paris Consistoire’s religious 
teachings (talmud-torah).  
the memory and transmission  

of the Shoah also represents a major 
focus that, in 2008, resulted  
in the first concrete steps taken  
in the Foundation’s project to create  
the Camp at Les Milles, continued 
support for the union of auschwitz 
deportees and the completion  
of several audiovisual projects. 

in addition to its many educational 
projects, the Shoah education  
commission funds school trips  
for students and teachers to Shoah  
sites of remembrance, organized  
either by the Shoah Memorial  
or by the schools themselves. 

the activities of the history  
of anti-Semitism and the Shoah 
commission remained stable,  
maintaining its major program  
for grant-seekers to support researchers. 

as part of its “other Projects” category, 
the Foundation continues to provide 
substantial support for maintaining  
sites related to the Shoah and Judaism  
in partnership with the state. 

More Rigorous Criteria 
Given the global context of economic recession, the Foundation has had to tighten 
its selection criteria for all fields of activity. in 2008, this led to a greater number of 
projects being rejected or deemed ineligible within the FMS’s more narrow scope 
of action (projects with no follow-up). the Foundation, whose budget will likely be 
reduced during the years to come, will only fund projects seen as priorities within its 
various fields. 



Helping survivors  
as they age
Supporting Shoah survivors as they age  
is the principal mission of the Foundation. 
thousands of people have benefited  
from its specialized services since  
the creation of the Foundation, whether  
at home or in specialized geriatric facilities. 

the FMS also helps solve problems  
for survivors in israel, particularly those 
in the most critical situations, through 
programs carried out by humanitarian 
associations like Latet or the Meir Panim 
soup kitchens. it supports similar programs 
in eastern europe as well.

Studying history
the Foundation funds research by young 
academics working on the Shoah,  
both in France and abroad, in history  
as well as other disciplines. 

this includes a program of doctoral  
and post-doctoral grants, with the aim  
of encouraging research, particularly using 
new archives. 

Transmitting  
the memory of the 
Shoah
the transmission of the memory of the 
Shoah is achieved through different types of 
projects, including films or documentaires 
highlighting less well-known aspects of 
the Shoah, commemorations and museum 
projects. 

the Foundation places special importance 
on the testimonies of victims of the Shoah. 
in partnership with the publishing house 
Le Manuscrit, the Foundation publishes a 
series of accounts entitled “testimonies of 
the Shoah,” which now includes over forty 
works.  

Conserving sources
the microfilming of the General 
Commissariat for Jewish affairs archives, 
carried out by the French national archives, 
was completed in 2008, and a copy 
transmitted to the Shoah Memorial. 

Conserving these sources—highly precious 
for those carrying out research on Jews 
living in France during the war—has now 
been achieved. 

 

The Main Activities of the FMS
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Transmitting Jewish Culture 
another mission of the Foundation is to guarantee the transmission of Jewish culture, 
much of which was decimated during the Shoah. it supports the translation into French of 
reference works, and supports both formal and informal educational programs (talmud-
torah, youth groups, etc.). the FMS also launched a training program on Judaism aimed 
at teachers within the French national educational system. nearly 1,000 professors have 
benefited from this training.



Shoah education 
the Foundation for the Memory  
of the Shoah closely follows all initiatives 
launched by the Ministry of education  
and the world of teaching. apart from this, 
the Foundation funds many school trips  
to sites of remembrance, either directly  
or through the Shoah Memorial,  
which ensures that teacher training  
and the production of educational 
documents remain at the fore.

The struggle against 
negationism  
and anti-Semitism
on March 27, 2009, the Foundation 
launched Project aladdin at uneSCo,  
for the Muslim-arab world and aimed  
at fighting negationism and anti-Semitism. 
it aims to challenge the major prejudices 
toward the Shoah and Judaism  
on a website in arabic, Farsi and turkish 
and by the translation of major works  
about the Shoah, such as If This Is a Man  
by Primo Levi and The Diary  
of anne Frank into these languages. 

 

Partnerships  
with the major  
Jewish institutions
as part of its long-term projects,  
the FMS supports the three major 
federating institutions for French Judaism, 

the unified Jewish Social Fund (FSJu), 
the representative Council of Jewish 
institutions in France (CriF)  
and the Consistoire. the long-term 
agreement with the FSJu is two-fold: 
it involves setting up services of mutual 
interest for medical and social institutions 
acting on behalf of Shoah victims;  
and fostering programs that make 
knowledge about Judaism more accessible 
through quality Jewish education.  
the long-term agreement with the CriF 
revolves around education, fostering 
the development of programs for young 
people, and the modernization of rabbinical 
educational training. 

Helping Jewish schools: 
the Gordin Foundation
the rachel and Jacob Gordin Foundation, 
devoted to funding projects for Jewish school 
buildings, was created in January 2008.  
it is presided over by david de rothschild 
and housed by the Foundation  
for the Memory of the Shoah. of the fifteen 
projects examined in 2008, eleven were 
approved, for a total sum of 4.29 million 
euros. the FMS’s share represented 1.255 
million euros. the Gordin Foundation 
established a charter guaranteeing respect 
for republican values and for the values 
of Judaism. all private Jewish schools 
requesting funding have signed the charter.
the Gordin Foundation is also intent  
on structuring the system governing schools  
and will explore the various groupings  
that are feasible, based primarily  
on a map of existing schools and student 
populations most likely to enter these 
establishments.
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Programs Broadcast  
in 2008
January
Cinema and the Shoah 
Guests : Jea n-Mi c he l Frodon,   
Ed ito r  i n c h i ef o f Cah i e rs d u c i néma   
Ma ri e -José Mondza in, p h i l oso p he r

Miberesh it: Parents and Ch i ld ren Study Together 
Guests : Ha nnah Ge isma nn, p roj e ct coo rd inato r, 
Ala i n R ive l i ne, pa rent   
Éme ri c Deutsc h, p h i l oso p he r a nd Ta lmud ist

Trips to Auschwitz :  
What Educational Purpose do They Erve?  
Guests : Ala i n Fi n ki e l kraut , p h i l oso p he r   
Anne -Ma ri e Revco l evsc h i, d i re cto r o f t he FMS

Witness Accounts of the Liberation of the Camps 
Guest : S imone Ve i l , hono ra ry p res ident o f t he FMS

February
Anti-Semitism in Poland After the War 
Guests : Jea n- Cha r l es Szu re k ,   
resea rc h d i re cto r at CNRS   
Jea n-Yves Pote l, p ro fesso r at t he Institute fo r 
Eu ro pea n Stud i es Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris-V I I I

The Res istance:  
an Exceptiona l Documentary Series 
Guests : Ch risto p he N i c k , filmmake r   
Jacques Séme l i n, h i sto ria n

Shoah for Schoolch i ld ren in CM2:  
Going Beyond Controversy 
Guests : Hélène Ways bo rd,   
p res ident o f t he Assoc iation de la ma ison d ’ Iz i eu 
Él i sabet h de Fontenay, p h i l oso p he r 

March
The Mattéol i Commiss ion  
on the Expropriation of Jews in France 
Guests : Ady Steg , p res ident o f t he A IU   
C la i re And ri eu, h i sto ria n

The Shoah: A Un iversal Memory 
Guests : Ma rc io Ba rbosa,   
deputy gene ra l d i re cto r o f UNESCO 
Ka re l Fracapa ne, d i re cto r o f Inte rnationa l Affa i rs at 
t he Shoah Memo ria l

Treasures of Yidd ish Lite rature 
Guest : Rac he l Erte l, un ive rs ity p ro fesso r   
s pe c ia l i z i ng i n Yidd is h l ite ratu re a nd cu l tu re

The Shoah in Israe l i Fi lms 
Guests : Hélène Sc houma nn a nd Cha r l es Zri hen,   
d i re cto rs o f t he Is rae l i  Fi lm Festiva l 

The Arch ives of the Genera l Commissariat  
for Jewish Affa i rs 
Guests : Lau rent Jo ly et Ta l B rutt ma nn, h i sto ria ns

Apri l
Ghetto Fighters’ House 
Guest : Mi cha l Gans,   
adv iso r at Be ith Lohame i HaGhetaot
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Mémoi res Vives, the FMS Radio Show
Since october 2007, the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah has broadcast  
a radio program on rCJ (94.8 FM in Paris) every Sunday from 1:00 to 1:30 p.m. 
anchored by antoine Mercier, the show discusses numerous initiatives related to the 
Shoah and the transmission of Judaism. every week, the program features individuals 
who are involved in activities that link memory and contemporary reality with con-
cerns for the future.

The p rog rams ca n be hea rd at memoi resv ives.net .



Jewish Stud ies at the Un ivers ity 
Guests : So p h i e Kess l e r-Mesgu i c h, professor of languages 
and l inguistics, Univers ity of Paris- I I I   
Pau l Fenton, p ro fesso r o f Heb rew la nguage a nd 
c iv i l i zation, Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- IV

May 
Surv ivors of Israe l’s War of Independence 
Guests : Mau ri ce Faj e rma n a nd Mau ri ce Swa rc,   
Mac ha l Vete ra ns   
Den is Cha rb it , h i sto ria n

Heal ing After the Shoah 
Guests : Nat ha l i e Zajde,   
Aut ho r, The Shoah and the Hea l i ng Process   
Od i l e Jacob ed itions 
C laud ia E l i scov i c h,   
d i rector of the Écoute, Mémoi re et Histoi re serv i ce   
at the OSE 
I rène Epe lbaum,   
psyc ho log ist a nd d iscuss ion g roup coo rd inato r 

The Loi ret Camps 
Guest : Hélène Mou c ha rd-Zay,   
d i re cto r o f t he C ER C I L

June
The Heb rew Language 
Guests : Nu rit h Av iv, filmmake r,   
d i re cto r o f t he fi lm   
From Language to Language 
Mi re i l l e Hadas- Lebe l,   
h i sto ria n a nd s pe c ia l i st   
i n a n c i ent Juda ism a nd t he Heb rew la nguage 

A Loo k at Jewish Education 
Guest : Benjamin Gross,   
dea n o f Ba r I la n Un ive rs ity

Racia l Hatred and anti-Semitism on the Internet 
Guests : Ma rc Knobe l, resea rc h at CR I F,   
Stép ha ne L i l t i ,   
s pe c ia l i zed lawye r 

Itineraries of Artwork Expropriated from the Jews 
Guests : Lau ren ce S iga l,   
d i re cto r o f t he Museum o f A rt   
a nd H isto ry o f Juda ism, Pa ris    
Isabe l l e Le Masne de Che rmont ,   
genera l curator of the Di rection des Musées de France

Ju ly
Discuss ion with Sau l Fr iedländer 
fo l l owing t he pub l i cation o f h i s book The Yea rs  
o f Exte rm i nation. Naz i Ge rmany and the Jews  
(1939-1945), Ha rpe rCo l l i ns ( Eng l i s h ve rs ion ),   
Éd itions du Seu i l ( Fren c h ve rs ion )

Is raël and the Memory of the Shoah 
Guest : Geo rges Bensoussa n, h i sto ria n, aut ho r o f   
An Undy i ng Name, Israe l :  Zion ism and the Destru ction  
o f Eu ropean Jews (1933-2007), Éd itions du Seu i l

Judaïsm in Israe l Today 
Guest : Benjamin Gross, dea n o f Ba r I la n Un ive rs ity

August
Reb roadcasts :  
Shou ld the Shoah Be Taught in Primary School?  
Guests : Ph i l i ppe Jouta rd, fo rme r re cto r,   
Geo rges Bensoussa n, h i sto ria n,   
Jea n-Da n i e l Roque, p rog ram d i re cto r at t he Fren c h 
Nationa l Edu cation Min istry   
Gha n ia B rown, p rima ry sc hoo l teac he r 

The Shoah by Bu l l ets  
and the Research of Father Desbois 
Guests : fat he r Patri c k Des bo is   
Anne -Ma ri e Revco l evsc h i, d i re cto r o f t he FMS

The Shoah in Tun is ia 
Guest : C laude Nataf, p res ident o f t he Soc i ety   
fo r t he H isto ry o f Tun is ia n Jew ry

September
American Jews 
Guests : And ré Kas p i, h i sto ria n,   
s pe c ia l i st on t he Un ited States, 
Jenn i fe r Sc hen ke r Bede r, Ame ri ca n j ou rna l i st 

Memory Tomorrow 
Guests : Rap haël Es ra i l ,   
p res ident o f t he Un ion o f Ausc hwitz Depo rtees 
Isabe l l e Ernot , teac he r o f h i sto ry a nd geog rap hy

Has the Internet Changed the Approach to Juda ism? 
Guest : Lau rent Munn i c h, d i re cteu r d ’A kadem

Mass v io lence  
Guests : Jacques Seme l i n, h i sto ria n a nd po l it i ca l sc i enti st   
Nat ha l i e Tenenbaum, coo rd inato r   
o f t he Onl i ne Encyc loped ia o f Mass V io l ence
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October

History of the OSE 
Guest : Katy Haza n, h i sto ria n

Maréchal, Nous Voi là: 
Vi chy Propaganda 
Guest : Den is Pesc ha ns ki, h i sto ria n,   
resea rc h d i re cto r at CNRS, s pe c ia l i z i ng i n t he h i sto ry 
o f t he Occupation a nd t he Res ista n ce

The Memory of the Shoah in Ita ly 
Guest : Ma rce l l o Pezzetti, h i sto ria n,   
head o f t he futu re Shoah Museum in Rome

November

North Afr i can Jews from Antiqu ity to the Present 
Guests : Mi c he l Ab it bo l, p ro fesso r at Heb rew 
Un ive rs ity i n Je rusa l em  
Jacques Ta i eb, ag régé  i n soc ia l sc i en ces,   
aut ho r o f seve ra l books on No rt h Afri ca n Jews

Krista l l nacht 
Guest : Édoua rd Husson, h i sto ria n, s pe c ia l i st   
on Ge rma ny du ri ng t he Se cond Wo r ld Wa r

Heyd ri ch and the Fina l Solution 
Guest : Édoua rd Husson, h i sto ria n, aut ho r o f t he book 
Heyd ri ch and the Fi na l So lution, Éd itions Pe rri n

Ch i ld ren Writing the Shoah 
Guests : Cat he ri ne Coqu io   

a nd Au ré l ia Ka l i s ky,   

co -ed ito rs o f t he a nt ho logy The Ch i ld and Genoc ide, 

Éd itions Laffont (Bouqu ins se ri es )

December

Degenerate Mus ic  
Guest : Amau ry du C lose l,   

compose r a nd condu cto r,   

founde r o f t he fo rum Voix étou ffées

History and Memory of the Gyps ies 
Guest : Hen ri ette Asseo,   

h i sto ria n, s pe c ia l i st  i n Gyps i es a nd aut ho r o f t he book 

Gyps i es: a Eu ropean Desti ny, Éd itions Ga l l ima rd 

Modern Judeophob ia 
Guest : P i e rre And ré Tagu i eff,   

resea rc h d i re cto r at CNRS 

Letters from Mi r: Testimony of a Yesh iva 
Guests : Éme ri c Deutsc h,   

p h i l oso p he r, Ta lmud ist   

Mi c he l Gugenhe im, c h i ef rabb i 



No rb e rt Enge l 
I ns pe cto r o f t he 
admin istration o f Cu l tu ra l 
Affa i rs, Min istry o f Cu l tu re 
a nd Commun i cations 

Pi e rre Lub e k 
Fina n c ia l  i ns pe cto r, Min istry 
o f he Economy, Industry a nd 
Emp loyment

Éri c Lu cas 
Di re cto r o f Memo ry, 
He ritage a nd A rc h ives, 
Min istry o f Defense

Al i ce Taj c hman 
Le ctu re r,   
Min istry o f Edu cation 

Lau rent Touvet 
Conse i l l e r d’État ,   
Min istry o f t he Inte rio r, o f 
Ove rseas Te rrito ri es a nd 
Te rrito ria l Co l l e cti v it i es 

I sab e l l e Yen i 
I ns pe cto r o f Soc ia l Affa i rs, 
Min istry o f Labo r, Soc ia l 
Re lations, t he Fami ly   
a nd So l i da rity

Members of the college  
of the representatives  
of Jewish institutions  
in France 

Pi e rre Besna i nou  
Pres ident o f t he Un i fi ed 
Jewis h Soc ia l Fund ( FSJU)

Roge r Cu k i e rman  
Honorary pres ident of the 
Representative Counc i l of 
Jewish Institutions of France 
(CR IF) 

Raphaël Es ra i l 
Pres ident o f t he Un ion   
o f Depo rtees to Ausc hwitz 

Jean- Franço is Gut hmann 
Pres ident o f t he 
O rga n ization fo r He lp i ng 
Ch i ld ren (OSE)

Se rge K la rsfe ld  
Pres ident   
o f t he Assoc iation   
o f t he Sons a nd Daughte rs   
o f Jews Depo rted from 
Fra n ce ( FFDJ F)

Joël Me rgu i 
Pres ident o f t he Centra l 
Cons isto i re a nd t he Pa ris 
Cons isto i re 

Ri c ha rd Prasqu i e r  
Pres ident o f t he CR I F 

Éri c de Rot hs c h i ld  
Pres ident   
o f t he Shoah Memo ria l

Pau l Sc haffe r 
Pres ident o f t he Fren c h 
Committee fo r Yad Vas hem

Ady Steg 
Pres ident o f t he Un ive rsa l 
Is rae l ite Al l i a n ce (A IU)

Members of the co l lege 
of experts 

Cla i re And ri eu 
Histo ria n

Raphaël Hadas- Leb e l  
Conse i l l e r d’État

Si mone Ha ra r i 
Produ ce r

Davi d Kess l e r  
Conse i l l e r d’État , 
adv iso r to t he Mayo r   
o f Pa ris 

Claude Lanzmann  
Fi lmmake r, w rite r

Samue l P isa r 
Lawye r

Davi d de Rot hs c h i ld  
Pres ident   
o f Rot hsc h i ld & Ci e

Honorary President  
Si mone Ve i l

ExECuTivE 
Pres ident  
Davi d de Rot hs c h i ld

vice-p res idents 
Se rge K la rsfe ld 
Ér i c de Rot hs c h i ld

Treasurer 
Jean- Franço is Gut hmann

Sec retary 
Al i ce Taj c hman

Member of the executive  
Claude Lanzmann

MANAGEMENT 
COMMiTTEE

Members of the co l lege  
of representatives  
of public bodies

Ja cques And réan i  
Ambassado r o f Fra n ce, 
Min istry o f Fo re ign a nd 
Eu ro pea n Affa i rs

Franço is Be rna rd  
Conse i l l e r d’État ,   
Min istry o f Justi ce

ADMiNiSTRATiON
Director 
Anne -Ma ri e Revco levs c h i

Deputy director, 
Development 
and projects  
Ph i l i ppe Al l ou c he 

Deputy director, 
administration 
and finance  
Jean- Lu c Land i e r

Administrators

So l i da r i ty, Memo ry  
and Transmiss ion 
Dav id Ama r 

Jewis h Cu l tu re 
I sabe l l e de Caste lbajac

Commu n i cati on 
Pi e rre Ma rqu is   
Rac he l R imme r

Histo ry o f anti -Semiti sm 
and t he Shoah, 

Shoah Ed u cati on 
Domin ique Trimb u r 

“Testi mon i es of the Shoah” 
seri es 
Ph i l i ppe Weyl

Ass istants

Deve lo pment and Proj e cts, 
Shoah Ed u cati on 
Ya nn i c k Douyère 

Admi n istrati on, So l i da r i ty  
Aud rey Rouah 

Ac cou nts 
Joe l l e Sebbah

Histo ry o f anti -Semiti sm 
and t he Shoah 
Memo ry  
and Transmiss ion 
Rég ine Socquet 

Jewis h Cu l tu re 
Gladys Srouss i

Di re cti on 
Ma rce l l e Tims it

Organization of the Foundation
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solidarity

commission

Pres ident  
Jean-Raphaël H i rs c h

Members of the commiss ion 
Jeann i ne Ba rb e rye, Davi d Ben I c hou, Géra rd B rami,  

G i l l es B rüc ke r, Fran c is Nehe r, Cat he r i ne Sc hu l mann- Khaïat ,  
Ma rce l Stou rdze, Yves Wo l ma r k , Nat ha l i e Zajde

Admin istrator  
Davi d Ama r

2008 commitments
4,962,990 eu ros 



Helping the survivors 
the global financial meltdown has reached every level of society, with 
the most destitute bearing the brunt of the crisis: In Israel, the elderly, 
particularly shoah survivors who emigrated from russia and eastern 
europe in recent years, are especially hard-hit by the worsening poverty.  
In 2008, the Foundation for the Memory of the shoah continued  
to provide aid to those in the most desperate situations, through highly 
committed associations in the field. In France, we were mobilized  
by the project for a residence for shoah orphans, a large and ambitious 
project we had been working on for several years. Given the need, which 
was not supported by any major social institution, I believe that the 
option of purchasing or constructing this type of residence could have 
been further explored and successfully completed—even though the FMs 
does not oversee building projects. We were not able to accomplish this.  
It is a collective failure, and it seems important to acknowledge this fact. 
We are, however, committed to finding alternative solutions.

We now have a clear vision of both the short-term and medium-term 
needs of survivors and their children, as confirmed by the survey  
we commissioned from the united jewish social Fund (Fsju).  
some of these needs can be met through existing public assistance;  
others will require additional efforts from our Foundation. We know that 
the upcoming years will probably be difficult, as global resources diminish.  

But we must act now for the generation that suffered the shoah,  
and for whom we have a duty to take care of in old age. 

We are therefore more rigorous than ever in our decisions. these are 
now limited to annual programs, whose efficiency we continue to assess. 
We are also focusing on working closely with all the relevant social 
institutions, so as to provide coherent and coordinated solutions.

Jean-Raphaël Hirsch, president of the Solidarity Commission 
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Partnersh ip agreement between 
the FMS and the FSJU
Soc ia l se rv i ces, FSJU

Listening and 
social support
Passerel les 
Nationa l Soc i ety fo r L isten ing a nd 
Suppo rt , FSJU

Soc ia l action for Shoah 
su rv ivors and benefi c ia ries
CAS I P- COJASOR Foundation

Amea
He lp a nd ca re p latfo rm fo r t he 
e lde r ly, CAS I M 

Social activities 
Teach ing sen iors about new 
techno log ies
OSE 

“Among friends” p rogram  
(Baït Ham)
OSE 

Caretakers 
Care of Shoah su rv ivors at the 
Rés idence les O l iv ie rs 
CAS I M, Ma rse i l l e 

Tikva caretaker p rogram
Rot hsc h i ld Foundation 

Kesher caretaker p rogram
CAS I P- COJASOR Foundation

Homecare
Homecare for Shoah su rv ivors
CAS I M 

Network of home v is itors
CAS I M 

Aid to caretakers who have 
fami ly members suffering from 
Alzhe imer’s d isease
OSE 

Training  
of community  
workers
Awareness-ra is ing for 
psycho log ists in the Lyon reg ion 
concern ing the spec i fi c trauma 
of Shoah su rv ivors 
FMS,  
Nat ha l i e Zajde 

Ski l ls center for Shoah 
su rv ivors 
Ad iam 

A l ink between East and West : 
shared med ica l and soc ia l 
expertise 
OSE 

Geriatric services
Creation of a Sen ior Center for 
A lzhe imer’s patients 
CAS I M 

Soc ia l serv i ces  
for Shoah su rv ivors  
El io Hab ib med i ca l cente r, OSE 

Fu rn ish ings for rooms in the new 
EHPAD “Res idence Malka”
Fede ration o f Jewis h Soc i eti es i n 
Fra n ce

Emergency Aid 
Emergency fund for Shoah 
su rv ivors 
FSJU 

Aid for survivors  
in Israel 
Meïr Pan im soup k itchens
Mifa l Chaïm 

Food and med ica l ass istance
Latet 

Medica l and soc ia l serv i ces for 
destitute members
Aloumim 

Support for the activ ities of the 
Netanya Center
Am c ha

Social Aid
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Pres ident  
Annette W i ev io r ka

Members of the commiss ion 
Aud rey Azou lay, C laude Bo c hu rb e rg ,  

Hen ri Bo r lant , Zeev Gou ra r i e r,  
Jean- C laude G rumb e rg ,  

Ma ri e -Hélène Jo ly, Mi c he l Laffi tte,  
O l i v i e r La l i eu, Ma rce l l o Pezzetti, 

Be rna rd Revi r i ego,  
Ma rti ne Saada

Admin istrator  
Davi d Ama r

2008 commitments
2,686,954 eu ros 

Memory and 
transmission

commission



Maintaining rigorous standards
the Memory and transmission commission, which was renewed last year, 
is key to the Foundation’s missions. It must be noted that a large share  
of its budget finances projects (notably museum projects) that  
the commission did not directly endorse or which resulted from 
commitments taken prior to its creation. Its members pooled  
their complementary skills to examine the submitted projects: plays, 
written accounts, commemorative plaques, films and so on. the majority  
of projects concerned films, notably documentaries.

We were therefore honored when jean-claude Grumberg, a member of 
our commission, was given a Molière award for his play Vers-toi Terre 
promise, tragédie dentaire, which we supported, and we were pleased with 
the enthusiasm for the first major documentary concerning the 
einsatzgruppen, directed by Michaël Prazan.

We received submissions for several projects dealing with the fate  
of Gypsies during the second World War. the commission expressed  
the unanimous opinion that special efforts should be granted to raise 
awareness about this overly neglected aspect of Nazi policies. the grant 
we approved for Gypsy Memoirs (1930-1948) launched a large collection 
of written accounts and testimonies in several european countries,  
a project that would not have been possible without our financial support.

the era when depictions of the shoah in the public sphere were rare  
is a thing of the past. today, the increasing number of diverse projects 
(scientific and general public books, memorials, plaques, films  
and sculptures) of varying quality means that we must maintain very high 
standards when selecting the ones we will support. 

these standards have guided our work and will continue to do so in the 
future.

Annette Wieviorka, president of the Memory and Transmission commission
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Audiovisual  
productions  
Ch i ld ren Without Shadows
Be rna rd Ba l teau, Dérives 

Roundups in Unoccupied France 
During the Summer of 1942.  
A French Crime
Anto ine Casubo lo Fe rro, Ugo p rod 

Apocalypse—The Second Wor ld 
War, series
Jea n- Lou is Gu i l laud, Hen ri de 
Tu renne, Isabe l l e C la r ke a nd 
Da n i e l l e Coste l l e, C la r ke Coste l l e 
et C i e 

In the Shadow of the Mounta in
Da n i e l l e Jaegg i,
Les Fi lms d ’ i c i 

Manhunt
Lau rent Jaou i, E lzev i r fi lms 

The Fina ly Affa i r
Éd ition DVD
Dav id Ko rn-B rzoza,
Prog ram 33 

The Res istance, documentary 
series
Ch risto p he N i c k , Fé l ix O l i v i e r,
Patri c ia Bodet
Yami2 a nd Fi lms de la c ro isade 

Ord inary French
Rap haël P i l l os io,
Rég i e S P Produ ction 24 images 

Einsatzgruppen: 
The Death Commandos
Mi c haël Praza n,
Ku iv p rodu ctions 

Maréchal, nous vo i là: 
Vi chy propaganda
Den is Pesc ha ns ki a nd Jo rge Amat ,
Compagn i e des p ha res et ba l i ses 

Ch i ldhood Saved
Tessa Rac ine,
Le it motiv p rodu ction 

Disobey
Joël Sa nton i, Pa nama p rodu ctions 

A Sing le Summer
And ré Waksma n,
Vis ion i nte rnationa l e 

Sonderkommando 
Auschwitz-Bi rkenau
Dubbed i n Eng l i s h a nd Heb rew
Émi l e We iss,
MW p rodu ctions 

Publications 
“Testimonies of the Shoah” 
series
FMS, Éd itions Le Ma nusc rit 

Biography of Vass i l i Grossman
Myriam An iss imov,  
Éd itions du Seu i l 

Trans lation into Po l ish : 
The Pon iatowa Camp
Sam Ho ffenbe rg ,
Éd itions A rs Vivend i 

Keys ... From Heaven to Hel l
Fra n c k Ma rc hé 

New ed ition : 
The Littl e G i r l from Vel d’Hiv’
Annette Mu l l e r,
C ER C I L 

Drawings Made  
in Buchenwald
Bo ris Tas l itz ky,
Adam Bi ro éd iteu r 

Transmitting the Shoah in 
Fami l ies, School  
and Cities Pub l i cation of 
Conference Proceed ings 
Jacques Fija l kow,
Les Éd itions de Pa ris 

Cultural events  
Vis au Long de la Vie 
Compagn i e de t héâtre
de la Cou rte Éc he l l e,
Alya Théâtre 

Vers Toi Terre Promise, 
Tragéd ie Denta i re
Jea n- C laude Grumbe rg ,
Théâtre de la Ma nu factu re /
Théâtre du Rond- Point 

Lebensraum,  
Espace Vita l
Xav i e r Héréd ia,
Afte r t he p lay by Is rae l Ho rov itz ,
Compagn i e de l ’éc ho 

“Mus iques interd ites”  
Festiva l 2008
Mi c he l Pasto re,
Assoc iation fo r t he Austria n 
Cu l tu ra l Fo rum

Transmission



8th Festiva l of Is rael i C inema 
Day devoted to t he Shoah,
Is ratim 

Preface in Prose. 
Tribute to Benjamin Fondane,
Mus i ca l c reation,
Assoc iation C. Ba rre 

The Meetings of Bordeaux 2009
O rga n ization o f a confe ren ce,
Cu l tu ra l yout h cente r i n Yavné 

Collection of oral and 
written accounts 
Col lection of Ora l Accounts from 
Jews During the Occupation in the 
Lot-et-Garonne
Conse i l généra l o f  
t he Lot-et-Ga ronne 

Gypsy Memoi rs 1930-1948
Co l l e ctions o f fi rst-ha nd accounts o f 
Gyps i es t h roughout Eu ro pe,
Mémoi re magnétique p rodu ctions 

Commemorations 
Organ ization of the Nationa l  
Day of Deportation  
and Day of Memory  
for the Vel d’Hiv’ Roundup.
Jewis h Cu l tu ra l Assoc iation  
o f Ve rsa i l l es 

Plac ing of a p laque  
in memory of the Si lberschmidt 
fami ly, deported to Auschwitz  
in 1944 
Assoc iation fo r t he h i sto ry  
a nd memo ry o f Jews depo rted  
i n t he A isne

Commemoration and events 
organ ized for I nternationa l  
Shoah Day
C ER C I L 

Construction of a monument to the 
memory of the Shoah
CR I F Tou louse Mid i- Pyrénées 

Plac ing of commemorative p laques 
in the synagogue on Rue Ju l ien 
Lac ro ix , in memory of the Jewish 
ch i ld ren deported from the 20th 
arrond issement of Paris  
Fede ration o f Jewis h Soc i eti es  
i n Fra n ce  

Yom HaShoah
Ass ista n ce i n event o rga n ization 
a nd fo r t he s pe c ia l i ssue o f Ténou’a 
magaz i ne MJ L F 

I nternationa l Ho locaust 
Rememb rance Day  
UNESCO 

Museum projects
Contri bution to the endowment of 
the Foundation of the Camp des 
Mi l les 
Assoc iation Mémoi re du Camp des 
Mi l l es 

Creation of a Vi rtua l Res istance 
Museum (1940-1945)
Res ista n ce Foundation (A ER I )

Exhibition
“A Jewish Fami ly in Tu rmoi l  
from Strasbou rg to Périgueux, 
1939-1944” 
Depa rt menta l a rc h ives o f t he Do rdogne 

Exhib ition “The Bana l ity of Good, Le 
Chambon su r L ignon—Plateau Refuge 
(1940-1944)” 
Ely Ben Ga l  
Ba r Dav id Museum (Ba r Am kibb utz ) 

Trans lation into French of the 
“Yizkor” exh i b ition  
Be it Lohame i HaGhetaot Museum 

Hosting of “The 11,400 Jewish 
Ch i ld ren Deported from France”
Assoc iation Mémoi re o f t he Camp des 
Mi l l es 

Travel ing exh i b ition about ch i ld ren 
interned in the Lo i ret camps  
C ER C I L 

Special grants  
Fund ing for the year 2008
Fren c h committee fo r Yad Vas hem 

UDA activ ities  
and the “Mémoi re Demain p roject”  
Un ion o f Ausc hwitz Depo rtees 



Pr
o

je
c

t
s 

su
PP

o
r

t
e

d

33



Pres ident of the Read ing Committee: Se rge K la rsfe ld

Members of the Read ing Committee: 
I sabe l l e Choko, O l i v i e r Coqua rd,  
Géra rd Gob itz , Katy Haza n, Domin ique Miss i ka,  
Den is Pesc ha ns ki, Pau l Sc haffe r

Admin istrator: Ph i l i ppe Weyl

2008 publ ications 

Memories of Troubled Times
Pierre Auer Bacher

through its history and geographical location, 
the Alsatian jewish community clearly foresaw 
the Nazi peril and the imminence of war. 
Pierre Auer Bacher was only ten years old 
at the start of the conflict: he first set foot in 
Paris under German occupation, passed the 
demarcation line into unoccupied France with 
his mother and grandmother to join up with 
his father, demobilized in Limoges, the city to 
which residents of strasbourg retreated. the 
situation worsened with the total occupation of 
France: anti-jewish exactions increased and his 
grandparents were arrested. His parents went 
into hiding and put Pierre in the care of the 

erudite Neher family, hidden in La Praderie, in 
the isolated region of corrèze, so that he could 
continue his studies with them. When the das 
reich division arrived, everyone dispersed and 
the adolescent was suddenly forced to fend for 
himself; he joined the resistance and tried to 
find his parents.

Memories of a Pediatrician at the OSE 
in Occupied France and Switzerland, 
1940-45 
Dr Gaston Lévy

dr. Gaston Lévy, a pediatrician at the medical 
schools of strasbourg and Paris, was one of the 
leading figures in the children’s relief Agency 
(ose) during the second World War. In 1941, 
this agency named him medical inspector for 
his children’s shelters and director of a nursery 
in Limoges. dr. Lévy helped streamline the 
medical organization and improve hygiene 
and nutrition in homes for children. starting 
in 1942, he hid and saved jewish children 
while continuing his medical practice. this 
is a remarkable story written by a man of 

“Testimonies of the Shoah” 
series

the “testimonies of the shoah” series includes stories from direct and indirect victims as well as 
witnesses to the persecutions perpetuated in europe against jews, before and during the second 
World War. created in partnership with the Éditions Le Manuscrit, the series includes hitherto 
unpublished or unavailable testimonies. Prior to publication, all the accounts were reviewed 
by a re ading committee consisting of shoah historians and specialists, and presided by serge 
Klarsfeld. With this series, the Foundation is contributing to the collection and preservation of 
witness  accounts..
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conviction, who devoted his entire life 
to easing the suffering inflicted upon 
innocent victims.

I Was Sixteen at Pitchipoï 
Denise Toros-Marter

“Pitchipoi, a strange name with a sound 
that hurt our ears, us, provincial Jews lulled 
from birth by the southern patois of Mémé 
Cohen—whose husband was a bargeman, a 
typical Marseilles trade, with his supply boat 
ferrying back and forth to the ships  
in the Marseilles harbor. It was in Drancy, 
the transit camp where our family was 
interned, where we first heard the word 
‘Pitchipoi.’ We didn’t know where it came 
from: in Polish Yiddish, it referred to a small 
imaginary village. We knew even less about 
the reality of this unknown destination to 
which those at Drancy would be sent.  
When we discovered it, all hope vanished:  
it was Auschwitz!”

The Manuscript of  
Cayeux-sur-Mer 
Denise Holstein 
Preface by Serge Klarsfeld. Historical study  
by Françoise Bottois on the annihi lation of the Jewish 
community of Rouen.

“I am back now, but I don’t think these 
visions of horror will ever leave me,  
and besides I do not want to forget;  
the French forget far too quickly, especially 
those who didn’t suffer, in other words,  
those who did not end up in the hands  
of the Germans.”  
these are the final words in the account 
written by denise Holstein when  
she returned from deportation in  
the summer of 1945. 

she describes those three years that 
shattered her adolescence with the 
simplicity of her eighteen years and the 
accuracy of her memory still haunted by 
these dramatic events.

Eleventh Commandment:  
Thou Shalt Never Forget 
Simon Grinbaud  
Preface by Se rge K la rsfe ld

simon Grinbaud is the second son of a 
Polish jewish family that came to Paris 
seeking peace and work prior to the war. 
the happiness of the Grinbaud family was 
shattered by the war and the rise of the 
racist and xenophobic regime after the 
defeat. simon’s father was one of the first 
victims (deported and killed). His two 
sisters and his mother suffered the same 
fate during the Vél d’Hiv roundup (july 
16-17, 1942), which simon escaped.

Keep a Close Watch over My Son 
Alain-André Bernstein  
Lette rs to a h i dden c h i l d 1940-44

Born into a jewish family in 1940, Alain-
André Bernstein was hidden with  
a catholic family just ten days after  
his birth. In this book he has recreated  
his childhood, based on letters kept by 
his mother and found after her death. 
Letters from his foster family are full of 
the love and affection lavished on the 
child who came into the world at a time  
when he could have been killed for  
the mere fact of being born jewish.

The complete catalogue of the “Testimonies of the 
Shoah” can be consulted on www.fondationshoah.org
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History of  
anti-semitism 

and the shoah

commission

Pres ident  
And ré Kas p i

Members of the commiss ion 
Jean- Pi e rre Azéma, Anny Dayan-Rosenman, I lan G re isa l me r,  

Mi c hae l Ma rrus, Chanta l Metzge r, Cat he r i ne N i cau l t , Ch r istian Oppeti t ,  
Ra lph Sc ho r, Pete r Sc hött l e r, C laude Si nge r, Yves Te rnon

Admin istrator  
Domi n i que Tri mbu r

2008 commitments  
504, 216 eu ros



encourage  
and Promote research

during 2008, the commission responsible for the History of anti-semitism 
and the shoah—the name by which this commission is now  
known—examined ninety submissions. of these, fifty-two were selected. 
the commission continues its support of French and foreign researchers, 
although there are far too few requests from central and eastern 
european countries. the members are looking into ways to encourage 
more. the themes submitted touch on various aspects of the shoah, 
ranging from history to law, literature and philosophy. All the social 
sciences and humanities fall within the framework of this commission.  
the approach is not only thematic; it is also geographical. the commission 
received proposals examining other genocides (cambodia, rwanda).  
some were selected, although it is understood that the bulk of the 
research efforts we support concerns the shoah and anti-semitism.

the commission has supported the publication of high-quality work 
targeting a wide audience, so as to showcase the research and shine  
a light on the past. thus, it provided funding for the second volume  
on the history of the shoah, published by saul Friedländer. continuing  
in this same vein, it encouraged the publication of works on the complex 
relationships existing between the Poles and the jews, as well as the death 
marches (a comprehensive study by daniel Blatman). Finally, with  
a view to monitoring more efficiently and more closely the projects it has 
financed, the commission is working to determine more specific priorities 
and assessment criteria. It intends to continue to solicit thematic projects. 

André Kaspi, president of the History of anti-Semitism and the Shoah commission
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Institutional ized Vis its  
of German-Born Jews  
and The i r Offspring  
to The i r Native Hometowns  
in the 2000s
Gal Enge lha rd
Un ive rs ity o f Ha i fa, Is rae l 

Everyday Li fe  
in the Ne ighborhood  
of Belzec Death Camp.
Bystand ing  
the Holocaust  
in German-Occupied Poland
Ja n Fah lb usc h 

A Kale idoscopi c Study  
of Il l ega l Immigration  
Operations, Aid ,  
Rescue and Inte l l igence  
Activ ity by the Yishuv’s 
Right—Wing Ci rc les Prior to, 
During, and in the Aftermath  
of Wor ld War I I
Tuv ia Fri l i ng ,
Ben-Gu rion Un ive rs ity, Is rae l 

Arch iva l j ou rney to Paris  
and Marse i l les  
and p resentation at the 
“Russ ian-Jewish Paris 1881-
1991” conference 
Ha rri et Jac kson 

Words for the Indescribab le:  
the Camp, Genocide,  
Inhumanity in Criti ca l Discourse  
and in Artisti c Works,  
from the Immed iate Postwar 
Years to the Present
Au rél ia Ka l i s ky,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I I I 

Clandestine Memory
Op h i r Levy, Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I I I 

Poland’s Relationsh ip  
with Its Jewish Past and the 
Memory of the Shoah
Resea rc h tri p to Po la nd,
Jea n-Yves Pote l 

Recovering Hidden  
or Deported Jewish Ch i ld ren. 
The Role of the Church in France 
(1944-53)
Resea rc h tri p to New Yo r k ,  
Cat he ri ne Pouj o l,
Free Un ive rs ity o f B russe ls,
Be lg i um 

Memory, Arch ives and Creation 
(2007-09). 
Creation of a jo int sc ienti fi c 
p roject France/Cambod ia
Sylv i e Ro l l et ,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I I I 

Research  
Aids

Archives  
and l ibraries 
Fund ing for an a rch iv ist
C IVS (Commiss ion fo r t he 
Compensation o f t he Vi ctims o f 
Spo l iation )  

Dig itization  
of the documentary co l lection
Fren c h Bu c henwald assoc iation
Do ra a nd komma ndos 

Conservation and management 
of the CASIP-COJASOR 
Foundation a rch ives 
CAS I P- COJASOR 

Class i fy ing , p rocess ing and 
develop ing research too ls for the 
fou r a rch ives concern ing France
The Centra l Z ion ist A rc h ives,
Je rusa l em, Is rae l 

Miss ion to c reate a sou rce gu ide 
and a research gu ide  
for the h istory of the Shoah  
in France
Test i n fou r dépa rtements :
Ge rs, Haute -Ga ronne, Lot a nd 
Lot-et-Ga ronne
Al exa nd re Dou lut ,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I



History of Jewish 
community  
and anti-Semitism
Germany’s Middle Eastern Pol i cy  
and anti-Semitism  
in the Arab Wor ld , 
I l l ustrated by Germany’s Relations  
to Egypt and the PLO  
Between 1952 and 1979
Ul ri ke Be c ke r,
Un ive rs ity o f Hamb u rg ,
Ge rma ny 

The Jews in Radom  
and Vic in ity During Wor ld War I I 
(1939-44): 
German Admin istration—Ghettos—
Forced Labor Camps
Sa rah Bende r 

Inte rnational League  
Aga inst Racism and anti-Semitism 
(1928-40)
Emma nue l Debono,
Sc i en ces- Po, Pa ris 

Jewish Surv ivors in France from 
1945 to 1948—Repatriation, 
Re insertion, Migrations  
Lau re Fou rtage,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I 

Biography of A. Lozovsk i 
(1878-1952). Itinerary  
of a Jewish-Bolshev ik Leader 
Ol iv ia Gomo l i ns ki,
Sc i en ces- Po, Pa ris 

The Start  
of anti-Semiti c Unrest  
in France (1879-92)
Dami en Gu i l laume,
Éco l e des hautes etudes en sc i en ces 
soc ia l es ( EH ESS) 

The Pol iti ca l Generation  
of the ’30s and Jewish Pol iti ca l 
Consciousness Before the Shoah:  
the Evolution of Po l iti ca l Values  
of the Jewish Community  
in Interwar Poland
Kami l K ij e k ,
Un ive rs ity o f Wroc law,
Po la nd 

Racism and anti-Semitism  
in the Ita l ian Press  
During the Fascist Period 
(1922-43):  
Po l i ti ca l and Journal isti c 
Propaganda 
Fa nny Lev in,
Un ive rs ity o f Grenob l e - I I 

History of the Dreyfus Affa i r
Ph i l i ppe O rio l

Jewish Migrants & Pol iti cs 
in Western Europe Before the 
Holocaust
Ge rben Zaagsma,
Eu ro pea n Un ive rs ity o f Flo ren ce, I ta ly 

Persecution, nazism 
and camps 
The Cathol i c Church and Persecution 
of Jews During the Occupation  
of France, 1940-44,  
Incomprehens ion and Rescues
Sylv i e Be rnay,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I 

The Internment System in the Nazi 
Concentration Camps (1933-45)
Ni co las Be rtra nd,
Un ive rs ity o f Be r l i n, Ge rma ny 

Measures for the Monitor ing, 
Internment and Deportation  
of Gyps ies in Ita ly  
During the Second Wor ld War
L i cc ia Po rcedda, EH ESS, Pa ris 

Germanization and Genocide:  
Nazi Po l i cy in the Pol ish, French,  
and Sloven ian Border lands,  
1939-45
Al exa Sti l l e r,
Un ive rs ity o f Ha nove r, Ge rma ny 

Doing Sports: a Practi ce  
of Vio lence in National Socia l ist 
Concentration Camps
Ve ron i ka Sp ri ngma nn,
Un ive rs ity o f O ldenb u rg , Ge rma ny 

Jewish Prisoners  
in Nazi Concentration Camps,  
1933-39
Kim Wünsc hma nn, B i r kbe c k Co l l ege,
Un ive rs ity o f London, U K 

The “Einmagazin ie rung” of 
Concentration Camps, 1933-39.  
Photographs and Visual Reports  
in German Il l ustrated Press
Ute Wroc klage

Doctoral  
and post-Doctoral 
Grants
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Writings about  
the Shoah 
Pau l Ce lan and G iorg io Capron i: 
Two Poeti c Texts  
About Auschwitz
Jud it h L i ndenbe rg ,
Ma rc B loc h Cente r, Be r l i n,
Ge rma ny 

Constructive Si l ence,  
or the Impact of the Shoah  
in Samuel Bec kett’s Work
Ju l ia S ibon i,  
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- IX

The Shoah in  
the construction 
of memory
Irreconci lab le Truths. 
Deep Disagreement in Shoah 
Controvers ies
Me re l Boe rs,
Un ive rs ity o f Amste rdam,
Net he r la nds 

The Memory of Terezín  
During the Communist Period  
in Czechoslovak ia 
Thomas Hejda,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I 

The Memorized Place.  
Function and Importance  
of the Arch itecture  
of National Socia l ist 
Concentration Camps  
for the Il l ustration  
and Presentation of History
Al exa nd ra K l e i 

Imag ination and National 
Commemoration.  
Das Denkmal für  
d ie e rmordeten Juden Europas 
(1988-2005)
Noémi e Musn i k ,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I 

The Commemorative  
Monuments in the Concentration 
Camps of Dachau  
and Natzwei le r  
from 1945 to the Present: 
Reveal ing Symbols  
of the Relationsh ip  
of Germany and France  
to The i r Pasts
Dia ne G i l ly,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I I I 

Evidence of Trauma:  
Dav id Boder  
and the History of Shoah 
Testimony
Ala n Rosen 

Justice  
and Restitution 
Legal Tria ls and National 
Reconci l iation:  
the Gacaca Courts in Rwanda
Hélène Dumas, EH ESS, Pa ris 

The Laws of German 
“Reparation”  
and The i r App l i cation  
in France, from 1953  
to the 1970s
Joha nna L i ns l e r,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- I 

Toward a Community  
of Memory Through  
Crimina l Law? Crimina l 
Prosecution  
of Shoah Negation ism  
in Germany, in France,  
i n Po land and  
in the Un ited Kingdom  
in Light of a Poss ib le  
European-Level Decis ion
Mi losz Matusc he k 

The Justi ce System  
in Postwar Belg ium in Relation 
to Jewish Persecution 
Ma ri e -Anne We ise rs,  
Free Un ive rs ity o f B russe ls 

Publications 
Anti-Semiti c Posters  
During the Occupation
Dia ne Afoumado,
Ed itions Be rg Inte rnationa l 

A. Pau l Weber and Franz 
Radziwi l l : The Chal l enge  
of Major Memoria l  
and Educational Issues 
Cla i re As la ngu l,
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris- IV 

Trans lation into French: 
The Death Marches
Da n i e l B lat ma n,
Ed itions Faya rd 

Transnationale Erinnerung. 
Der Holocaust im Fo kus 
gesch i chtspol itischer In itiativen 
(Transnational Memory.  
The Holocaust at the Heart  
of In itiatives Concern ing  
the Pol iti cs of History) 
Jens Kroh, Ve r lag GmbH campus 

Trans lation into French: 
The Sov iet Un ion and the Shoah
Antone l la Sa lomon i,
Ed itions La Découve rte 
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Pres ident  
Él i sab et h de Fontenay

Members of the commiss ion 
Ad ri en Ba rrot , G i l l es B rau n, Raphaël Es ra i l ,  

Ph i l i ppe Jouta rd, Jean- Pi e rre Lauby, 
 Ér i c Ma rty, Ph i l i ppe Mesna rd, Thomas Mo ri n,  

Jean- Pi e rre Ob i n, My riam Revau l t d ’Al l onnes, Iann is Rode r

Admin istrator  
Domi n i que Tri mbu r

2008  commitments 
1,178,325 eu ros

shoah 
education 

commission



Focus on Facing  
the real Questions
 

In 2008, we were able to lay the foundations for the new shoah education 
commission, with a new membership and, especially, a new purpose: to 
become a platform for reflection and proposals, a true challenge in a 
context often colored by current events and intense media coverage. 

the commission continued to support school trips and seminars, which 
have become increasingly popular among students as well as other groups 
(with, for example, a jewish-Muslim group this year).

It has also supported several innovative projects, such as the creation of a 
children’s book about Anne Frank’s life.

It is working on the production of fundamental texts, some of which have 
been put on the Foundation’s website. these texts are designed for 
teachers, who are sometimes faced with disconcerting and even dangerous 
questions concerning the shoah; we feel it is crucial to provide answers.

the commission has also encouraged the development of an educational 
module by one of its members based on the use of theater: at a time when 
many people have promoted art as the key tool for teaching the shoah, it 
seemed useful to pursue an idea we have had for some time and which 
may be made public by late 2009. 

Finally, in close cooperation with the National council of the resistance 
and deportation (cNrd), the commission has decided to distance itself 
from the controversy surrounding the results of the working group 
concerning shoah education in primary schools.

Élisabeth de Fontenay, president of the Shoah Education commission
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The Concentration  
and extermination camp  
of Auschwitz and c rimes 
aga inst humanity
Resea rc h semina r,
Lyon Cha i r fo r Huma n R ights  

Research on Iz ieu
Co l lège o f Va l romey,
A rtema re 

Schoo l tr ip to Anne Frank’s 
house in Amsterdam
Éco l e Anne Fra n k ,
Magny-en-Vex in 

Shared Memories,  
Co l l ective Action: Sharing  
Our Past and Future
Eu ro pea n Un ion o f Jewis h  
Students semina r 

Creation of a Shoah/theater 
teach ing a id
FMS, Ph i l i ppe Mesna rd 

Teach ing the Holocaust
Confe ren ce,
London Jewis h Cu l tu ra l Centre 

Jewish-Mus l im study  
g roup concern ing the Shoah  
and travel to Ber l in
Va n Lee r Institute,
Je rusa l em, Is rae l 

Educational  
publ ications
The Shoah, Genocides  
and Crimes  
Aga inst Humanity  
in the 20th Century
C IDEM 

The Righteous France
C IDEM  

Audiovisual  
productions  
Ch i ld ren Deported  
from France in 1944  
to the Bergen-Belsen 
Concentration Camp
Creation  
o f a co l l e cti ve account ,
Assoc iation o f Be rgen-Be lsen 
Depo rtees

Aid to Jews Persecuted  
During the Occupation
DVD  
Edu cationa l fi lm  
o f accounts from Ausc hwitz 
depo rtees
Study g roup on t he Shoah  
a nd depo rtation

Educational  
Projects  

Jewish Ch i ld ren and Adolescents 
in the Camps
Edu cationa l fi lm o f accounts  
from Ausc hwitz depo rtees
Study g roup on t he Shoah a nd 
depo rtation
Ausc hwitz Assoc iation 

Cultural events  
Memory and History of the 
1939-45 War, the Res istance 
and Deportation in the Aigues 
Reg ion (Vaucluse) 
Edu cationa l activ it i es  
a nd ex h ib it ions, Memo ry  
a nd H isto ry Assoc iation  

Exhibitions 
They Didn’t Want to Die. 
The Martyred Ch i ld ren of 
Bu l l enhuser Damm
Trave l i ng Fren c h-Ge rma n  
ex h ib it ion, A K-B remen,
Hamb u rg , Ge rma ny 

How to Live Together
Maison d ’enfa nts O P EJ,
Sa int-Ouen- l ’AumÖne 

Plays  
Ad ieu l es enfants
C ER C I L , O r léa ns
Compagn i e du NESS 

Actes de rés istance  
sous l e i i ie Re i ch 
Théâtre de Vi l l ep reux 



Auschwitz , a mora l duty to 
remember for Eu ropeans
Co l lège Edmée Ja r laud,
Ac heux-en-Ami eno is 

Auschwitz , know the past to 
construct the futu re
Lycée Lama rc k , Albe rt 

The Shoah and Jewish l i fe in Po land
Lycée généra l Sa int Ma rti n, lycée 
généra l et te c hno log ique
Urba in Mongazon, Ange rs 

Schoo l tr ip to Terezín  
and Auschwitz
Co l lège l es Ba rattes,
Anne cy- l e -Vi eux 

Prague and the ch i ld ren  
of Terezín : exp loring Eu ropean 
Jewish cu ltu re, exc lus ion  
and the Shoah
Lycée du Bugey, Be l l ey 

Memory of the Second Wor ld War 
through the h istory of the Maison 
d’ Iz ieu and Vi l la Emma 
Co l lège du Bugey, Be l l ey 

From the repub l i can schoo l  
to the Vi chy internment camps,  
the over lapp ing fates of Ed ith  
and Franc ine
Lycée Jea n Mou l i n,
Béz i e rs 

Examin ing the c rime aga inst 
humanity: Ber l in and the Th i rd Re i ch
Lycée Auguste Reno i r,
Cagnes-su r-Me r 

Citizensh ip and the duty to 
remember
Lycée p ro fess ionne l hôte l i e r,
Cha l l es- l es- Eaux 

Schoo l tr ip to Prague and to the 
Terezín camp 
Co l lège des Ti l l eu ls,
C laye -Sou i l ly 

Being a Eu ropean c itizen, 
constructing an identity: Amsterdam 
and Brussels 
Étab l i ssement rég iona l d ’ense ignement 
adapté Beau rega rd,
D ina n 

Trip to the Nether lands  
and to Belg ium
Lycée la Fonta ine -des- Eaux ,
D ina n 

Eu rope, from war to peace 
Lycée Anna de Noa i l l es,
Év ia n- l es-Ba ins 

Remembering and bu i ld ing 
c itizensh ip
Assoc iation Dépo rtations,  
Pe rsécutions et Mémoi re,
Essonne 

Tra in of memory
Lycée Notre Dame de S ion,
Év ry 

Schoo l tr ip to Paris 
“ In the footsteps of Hélène Berr”
Lycée P i e rre Bou rd i eu,
Fronton 

Rememb rance trip to Po land: 
Auschwitz and Bi rkenau
Co l lège Gab ri e l Péri,
Ga rda nne 

From Buchenwald to TerezÍn, 
comparing to d istingu ish: genoc ide 
and po l i ti ca l rep ress ion
Lycée Lou is A ragon,
G ivo rs 

Schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz
Co l lège Jacques B re l,
Guéra nde 

Chi ldhood experience–memory and 
h istory
Co l lège des Quatre Te rres,
Hérimon cou rt 

A mora l duty to remember
Co l lège Gustave Téry,
Lamba l l e 

Shoah memoria l s ites and e lements 
of Jewish cu ltu re in Po land
Co l lège Jea n Zay,
Le Hou lme 

History and eth i cs
Lycée Pau l Doume r,
Le Pe rreux-su r-Ma rne 

Auschwitz-Bi rkenau:  
a trip for understand ing and never 
forgetting
Co l lège Roma in Ro l la nd,
Le P l ess is-Rob inson 

Trip to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau
Cu ltu ra l, edu cationa l  
a nd at h l eti c assoc iation 
L iv ry-Ga rga n a nd Pav i l l ons-sous-Bois 

Schoo l tr ip to Ber l in and Auschwitz
Fren c h lycée i n Mad rid  

School  
Trips 



Pr
o

je
c

t
s 

su
PP

o
r

t
e

d

47

Study trip to Krakow and 
Auschwitz
I nstitution Notre Dame  
des Min imes, Lyon 

Trip of memory
Pro fess iona l lycée 
Léona rd de Vin c i, Mayenne 

Schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz 
—the Shoah and its memory 
Lycée po lyva l ent 
Geo rges B rassens,  
Neu fc hâte l-en-B ray 

I n the footsteps of those 
deported to Auschwitz , 
awareness and memory
Co l lège Pasteu r, Mâcon 

Study trip to Po land Project 
focus ing on the h istory  
of the internment of Jews  
at the Po itie rs camp.
Étab l i ssement reg iona l 
d ’ense ignement adapté  
Anne Fra n k , 
Migna loux-Beauvo i r 

Anne Frank and the Fina l 
So lution : A study of the 
organ ization of Naz i 
persecution based on a famous 
examp le.
Lycée Vi cto r Du ruy,
Mont-de -Ma rsa n 

A h igh-schoo l student  
and the Shoah
Lycée Ala i n Bo rne,
Monté l ima r 

The Jewish cond ition from 
the 1930s to the p resent in 
German-speaking countries
App renti ce tra i n i ng cente r
Montigny- lès-Metz 

Drancy—Auschwitz ,  
a memoria l tr ip  
for a lost wor ld
Co l lège Jea n Zay,
Montreu i l -Ju igné 

The Naz i po l i cy of extermination
Lycée Cami l l e Co rot ,
Mo reste l 

A memoria l tr ip to Auschwitz . 
Fo l lowing the path of youth 
deportees from Belfort
Co l lège o f Mo rv i l la rs

Auschwitz: the martyr of the 
Jewish community
Ag ri cu l tu ra l lycée A rma nd Fa l l ières,
Nérac 

Deportation and  
extermination s ites
Lycée Sa int And ré,
N io rt 

Study trip to Po land, h istory 
and memory of the Shoah and of 
Po l ish Juda ism
Lycée Jea n Macé, N io rt 

Vis it to Auschwitz and Krakow
Ensemb l e sco la i re
Fra nço ise Cab ri n i, No isy- l e -Gra nd 

The Shoah:  
The destruction of the wor ld?
Lycée Pa in l evé,
Oyonnax 

From Barbès to Krakow
Assoc iation l e C lub Ba rbès,
Pa ris 

I ntergenerationa l  
tr ip to Auschwitz
Assoc iation Mémoi res  
du convo i 6, Pa ris 

Trip to Auschwitz
Aumône ri e i s raé l ite des A rmées 

Schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz
Co l lège Geo rges Rouau l t ,
Pa ris 

I ntergenerationa l tr ip to Po land
Éco l e Yab né,
Pa ris 

Schoo l tr ip to Po land 
Étab l i ssement Geo rges Leven,
Pa ris 

Schoo l tr ip to Po land
Sina i i nstitutions,
Pa ris 

Schoo l tr ip to Iz ieu
Lycée Condo rcet ,
Mémoi re 2000,
Pa ris 

Schoo l tr ip to Po land
Lycée Jea n de la Fonta ine,
Pa ris 

Memory of a peop le :  
Learn, Transmit , Commit 
—so as to never forget
Lycée Lu c i en de H i rsc h,
Pa ris 

Zakhor
Lycée Oza r Hato rah,
Pa ris 

From Nu remberg  
to Strasbou rg ,  
from anti-Semiti c laws  
to human rights
Co l lège And ré Mal raux ,
Pa ron 

Schoo l tr ip
L i c ra,
Périgueux 

Schoo l tr ip  
to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau  
and Ber l in
Lycée Léon B lum,
Pe rp igna n 

Peace ambassador:  
Be ing a c itizen  
of the wor ld  
and transmitting the memory  
of the Shoah
Étab l i ssement reg iona l 
d ’ense ignement adapté,
P loemeu r 

Young Eu ropean c itizens:  
From memory to respons ib i l i ty
Pro fess iona l lycée 
Notre Dame de la Pa ix ,
P loemeu r 



Trip : Ber l in,  
Before You Know It
Lycée Pravaz ,
Pont-de -Beauvo is i n 

Study of confl i cts and construction 
of a Eu ropean identity: Krakow, 
Auschwitz-Bi rkenau
Étab l i ssement rég iona l d ’ense ignement 
adapté, Redon 

Schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau. 
Transmiss ion of the memory  
of the Shoah, understand ing  
the genoc ida l p rocess, recounting 
one’s own experience
Co l lège l e La nd ry, Rennes 

Rememb rance trip to Germany
I nstitut ru ra l du Pas-de - Ca la is,
Ro l la n cou rt 

Vis it to Auschwitz 
Assoc iation CM98, Sa int-Den is 

Transmitters of memory . . . Because 
remain ing s i lent is imposs ib le
Co l lège Ju l es Roma ins,
Teac he rs’ co l l e cti ve,
Sa int-Ga lm i e r 

Schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz
Action c itoyenne j eunesse et mémoi re,
Sa int-Mau r-des- Fossés 

Confronting ignominy: The Righteous 
among the Nations
Lycée Oza r Hato rah,
Sa rce l l es 

Convo i no. 67 from Drancy  
to Auschwitz
Lycée Sa int Rémy,
So issons 

A trip so as not to forget
Aumône ri e du lycée
Ch risto p he Co lomb,
Su cy-en-B ri e 

History—Memory—Transmiss ion…  
in search of Nina in southern Po land
Lycée Oza r Hato rah,
Tou louse 

Transmitting the Shoah through a 
schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau
Co l lège La Fonta ine du Roy,
Vi l l e -d ’Av ray 

A duty to remember 
Étab l i ssement Sa int Lou is-B la n c he  
de Casti l l e, Vi l l emomb l e 

Schoo l tr ip to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau 
and Krakow: 
A memory for today
Lycée Grégo r Mende l, Vin cennes 



Pr
o

je
c

t
s 

su
PP

o
r

t
e

d

49

Resistance and deportation: 
How to honor one without dismissing the other? 
Excerpt from a text p roduced by the Shoah Education commiss ion

In our country, French jews, who were less vulnerable than foreign jews, 
as well as deeply attached and fully integrated into French society, had little 
or no political organization. Nothing could have prepared them, collec-
tively, to face such an ordeal. the catastrophe that befell them was not 
political in nature. It was so excessive that it would be patently absurd to 
criticize them for not responding politically. What is surprising, then, is not 
that the jews—defenseless and with no advocates—were unable to resist the 
campaign of annihilation through armed struggle and a war of resistance, 
but that in these unprecedented conditions and with absolutely no means 
whatsoever, they nonetheless managed from time to time to outwit the 
manhunt targeting all of them, by organizing, for example, rescue opera-
tions of the most vulnerable among them—the children—and even some-
times to retaliate. We are not thinking only of the handful of survivors who, 
in the decimated Warsaw ghetto in April 1943, waged a fierce battle that 
stunned the Germans. there were also highly organized groups of jewish 
partisans in russia and the ukraine, to whom Primo Levi paid tribute in his 
novel If Not Now, When? And we know that the only revolts that occurred 
in the Nazi concentration camp system took place in the death camps of 
Birkenau, sobibor and treblinka, where they were carefully planned and 
conducted by the sonderkommandos. We must not allow ourselves to link 
these thoroughly desperate undertakings to the epic actions of the resis-
tance, and focus on the tragic aspect. ultimately, nothing is more indecent 
than to raise these acts to a level whereby it would be possible to state that 
the jews “saved their honor,” because ultimately this does nothing other 
than confirm the degradation the Nazis wanted to inflict on their victims. 
Instead, we must remain vigilant about reaffirming the inextinguishable 
humanity of those who were killed. We must learn to discern and recognize 
this humanity in the smallest, however derisory gestures, through the 
affirmation of the desire to preserve and honor life.
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Pres ident  
Raphaël Hadas- Leb e l

Members of the commiss ion 
Mi riam Ba r kaï, Éme ri c Deuts c h,  

Raphaël D raï, Ra c he l Erte l,  
Benjami n G ross, Mi c he l Gu rfi n k i e l,  

So ph i e Kess l e r-Mesgu i c h,  
Lau ren ce Si ga l,  

Meïr Wa i ntrate r

Admin istrator  
I sab e l l e de Caste l baja c

2008 commitments  
3,135,050 eu ros

jewish  
culture

commission



transmitting all Aspects of 
jewish culture 

the jewish culture commission pursued its mission to develop  
the transmission of all aspects of jewish culture—one of the pivotal  
missions of the Foundation.

to achieve this, the amount earmarked for education grew considerably 
over recent years, reaching more than one-half of our budget in 2008. 
Large sums were spent on renovating school buildings; the commission 
examines all relevant projects, which are then presented to the Gordin 
Foundation (housed by the Foundation for the Memory of the shoah),  
in partnership with the Fsju’s educational department. 

the commission continued its support for teacher training on jewish 
issues, with particular emphasis on such disciplines as Hebrew language 
and jewish history. For schools receiving funding, it places great emphasis 
on respecting the charter enshrining a number of guiding principles  
within the field of education and management. several commission 
members are recognized experts in jewish education, which will facilitate  
reinforcing activities to faithfully transmit the teachings of judaism and 
promote the opening up of jewish schools to the world. Yiddish culture 
has held a major position in the commission’s activities, notably through  
its support of the Maison de culture Yiddish – Bibliothèque Medem,  
as well as other initiatives such as rachel ertel’s anthology of Yiddish 
literature and the exhibition on the avant-garde and Yiddish literature  
at the Museum of Art and History of judaism in Paris. In a context marked 
by shrinking resources available to the commission, it will inevitably have 
to be even more demanding in terms of the quality of projects presented.

Raphaël Hadas-Lebel, president of the Jewish Culture commission
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Training of Talmud-Torah Masters
Edu cationa l p rog rams a nd too ls,
AC I P ( Pa ris Cons isto i re )

4th annua l Study Day for the 
Association des Di recteurs 
d’Étab l issements Ju i fs de 
France (ADEJF)
Assoc iation des D i re cteu rs 
d ’Étab l i ssements Ju i fs de Fra n ce

Teach ing Jewish History
Seminar, Association des Directeurs 
d ’Établ issements Juifs de France

Creating a p reparatory c lass  
for integrating d isab led ch i ld ren 
into schoo ls
Assoc iation J ’app rends, Bet h 
Is raël Sc hoo l, Ép inay-su r-Se ine

Understanding the Jewish World 
Ongoing tra i n i ng i n Is rae l fo r 
i ns pe cto rs o f t he Min istry o f 
Nationa l Edu cation, FMS

Agreement incorporated  
into framework of FMS  
and FSJU partnersh ip 
Edu cationa l se cto r, FSJU

From the Destruction  
to the Rena issance  
of the Jewish Peop le 
Voyage i n Is rae l,
Ma rc h o f t he L iv i ng 

Ongo ing tra in ing  
p rogram for p rofessors  
of Hé Jewish instruction 
And ré a nd R ina Néhe r Institute

Tra in ing p rogram  
for futu re d i rectors of A lef 3 
Jewish schoo ls
And ré a nd R ina Néhe r Institute

Year 2 of p rogram Hé Paris and 
Hé South . Ongo ing tra in ing ,
And ré a nd R ina Néhe r Institute

Tra in ing executives  
2008-2009
U EJ F

Develop ing the modern  
Jewish schoo l
Assoc iation fo r a Mode rn Jewis h 
Edu cation, Pa ris

Renovation  
projects for  
Jewish schools— 
Gordin Foundation
Renovation of the schoo l 
board ing and rec reationa l a reas 
Ta lmud i c lycée o f  
A ix- l es-Ba ins

Acqui ring and equ ipp ing  
a new bu i ld ing 
Jewis h Sc hoo l o f Ca nnes

Extens ion of the Ozar Hatorah 
p rimary schoo l, 
Créte i l

Construction of a new lycée 
Ga n Ami Sc hoo l, Ma rse i l l e

Emergency ass istance 
Gaston Tenoudj i Sc hoo l, Pa ri s

Construction  
of a schoo l g roup 
Bet h Is raël Sc hoo l, Mont magny

Rewi ring the estab l ishment’s 
e lectri ca l insta l lation  
to comp ly with norms 
Bet h Ha nna Sc hoo l, Stras bou rg

Ensu ring e lectri ca l insta l lation 
comp l ies with norms;  
des ign of sc ienti fi c laboratory
Cohen-Tenoudj i Sc hoo l,
Sav igny-su r-O rge

Lay ing out an add itiona l floor 
and renovation of the bu i ld ing 
Etz Haïm, Sa int-Mau r

Construction of a new bu i ld ing 
Bet h R iv kah Sc hoo l, Ye rres

Other real  
estate  
projects 
Extens ion of the bu i ld ing  
for the Ta lmud-Torah 
MJ L F

Rehab i l i tation work  
on a section of the seminary 
bu i ld ing 
I s rae l ite Semina ry o f Fra n ce

Pu rchase of new s ite  
for the Maison  
de la Cu lture Yidd ish
Maison de la Cu l tu re Yidd is h – 
B ib l io t hèque Medem 

Transmission



Manuals for Talmud-Torah
the Foundation for the Memory of the shoah supports the Paris consistoire’s 
initiative to rethink the educational approach of the talmud-torah (sunday  
religious instruction). Most of the educational materials date from the 1960s 
and it was urgent to design new, more appealing manuals that permitted greater 
structure for educational content. Five manuals are currently being prepared 
under the supervision of an educational committee: jewish Life and dinim, 
Biblical characters, Biblical texts, the tefillah, and jewish History. the first 
manual is scheduled for publication in fall 2009. teacher training programs are 
also foreseen.

Research
Research trip :  
Provença l g losses in the Sefer 
HaShorash im, by Dav id Kimhi
Jud it h Koge l

Creation of an award for the best 
thes is on Jewish stud ies 
Soc i ety o f Jewis h Stud i es 

Research trip :  
A study of the l i fe and work of the 
pa inter Léon Weissberg
Bo ris Cze rny, l e ctu re r at t he Un ive rs ity 
o f Caen

Publications 
Ketubah Records at the Paris 
Cons isto i re
AJ EC LAP

An Incomplete Wor ld: Towards 
Respons ib le Freedom
Benjamin Gross, 
Alb i n Mi c he l, 
Ed itions Meno rah

The Source of Li fe
Tra nsc ri ption a nd pub l i cation  
o f t he p rog ram,  
Alb i n Mi c he l

Brochu re on Niss im de Camondo
Les Amis de l ’Aumône ri e Is raé l ite  
des A rmées

Sefer Yets i rah, The consolation  
of a sp i r itua l expatr iate 
Tra ns lation a nd pub l i cation,
Geo rges Vajda, Pau l Fenton
Éd itions de l ’éc lat

New ed ition of Pi rke Avot  
(Maximes des Pères)
Commenta ry by Ma rcus Lehma nn,
Ed itions Me r kos l ’ I nyone i 
Ch inu c h- Kehot

Panim, the face and exi l e in Juda ism 
Pub l i cation o f t he acts o f a co l l oqu ium,
Éd itions ED K

Jewish k ingdoms,  
Treasures of Yidd ish Lite rature 
Rac he l Erte l, 
Ed itions Robe rt Laffont , 
Bouqu ins se ri es

Tefi l lah k it
Edu cationa l too ls, E E I F

Fi rst-time trans lation  
of Incomplete Memoi res  
Yitzkho k Laybush Peretz 
Nat ha n We instoc k ,
Institut d ’Études du Judaïsme

New ed ition of  
Yidd ish-French Dictionary 
Maison de la Cu l tu re Yidd is h 
–Bib l io t hèque Medem

Revamping of I nternet s ite  
www.yidd ishweb.com
Maison de la Cu l tu re Yidd is h 
–Bib l io t hèque Medem 

Audiovisual  
productions 
Bac k to Li fe
Fi ction  
Haïm Bouzag lo, 
Ne l ka Fi lms

Stal in’s Last Plot 
Documenta ry
Pau l Jen kins, 
Roc he Produ ctions
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2nd annua l Livres des Mondes 
Ju i fs et Diasporas en Dia logue
Assoc iation fo r t he Teac h ing o f 
Juda ism as Cu l tu re (A EJC)

European Jewish Cu lture 
Day: Events Revolv ing Around 
Klezmer Mus ic 
Ce rc l e Be rna rd Laza re

Tsevet Yahad: Israe l’s 60 years
A rt wo r ks ho ps  
about Jewis h festiva ls, 
K K L

Pi l laged Artwork:  
Truth and Reparation
Semina r, 
Museum o f A rt a nd H isto ry o f 
Juda ism, Pa ris 

Future Anterior:  
The Avant-Garde and the 
Yidd ish Boo k from 1914 to 1939
Ex h ib it ion 
Museum o f A rt a nd H isto ry o f 
Juda ism, Pa ris 

Theater
The Barce lona Controversy
Staged at t he Av ignon Festiva l,
Se rge De krame r, 
Assoc iation Yets i ra, Le t héâtr’On

Kafka’s Bal l
Sta r t heate r

Festivals
Around the o l ive tree, 
Festiva l of Jewish Cu ltu re 
Cas im

4th Festiva l  
o f Jewish Cu ltu re
FSJU

Support for the parti c ipation 
of Is rael i authors at the 2008 
Paris Boo k Fa i r 
I s rae l i  Embassy i n Fra n ce

Discovering Israe l
B roc hu re d istrib uted  
by t he 2008 Pa ris Book Fa i r, 
Is rae l i  Embassy i n Fra n ce

Conferences and 
seminars 
North Afr i can Jews from 
Colon ia l Times  
to the Present
Soc i ety fo r t he H isto ry  
o f Tun is ia n Jew ry

We and the Others
I nte rnationa l Rosenzwe ig Soc i ety 

The Relationsh ip Between  
Israe l and the Diaspora 
Throughout History
Ca ro l Ia n cu, 
Un ive rs ity Pau l Va léry 
Mont pe l l i e r- I I I

Cultural  
Events



Financial 
commission

Pres ident  
Ro c h-O l iv i e r Ma istre

Members of the commiss ion 
Roge r Cu k i e rman, Ma rc El Nou c h i,  
Domi n i que Lau rent ,  
And ré Lévy- Lang ,  
P i e rre Lub e k 
C laude P i e rre -B rosso lette 
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Preserving and Reinforcing  
the FMS’s Financial Capacity

As stipulated in the Foundation’s statutes, the Financial commission plays 
a pivotal role in decision-making at the Foundation. Its mission is to define 
investment strategy and control all major financial decisions.  
It oversees investment of all funds from the Foundation’s assets and ensures  
its budgetary equilibrium. 

the Financial commission’s mission was carried out in 2008 under very heavy 
constraints. the depreciation of the markets was ongoing and pronounced 
during the year. the market index for european stocks lost over 40 percent of 
its value with respect to its value in early 2008. the value of the Foundation’s 
endowment also decreased in 2008, for the first time since its creation, yet 
the decrease was less than 10 percent after measures to reduce the portfolio’s 
risky investment were implemented in late 2007. 

Following the decrease in the endowment’s value and the marked reduction 
in Foundation income, the Financial commission was forced to recommend 
two series of measures to the Management committee. 

—implementation of an even more rigorous budgetary policy for 2009. the 
commission recommended adopting a global budget inferior to the budget 
for 2008, as well as strict limitations on new commitments for the Foundation;

—reorientation of the Foundation’s financial management strategy in a move 
to increase return on portfolios.

Within a deteriorated economic context in which the instability of financial 
markets brings great uncertainty, the Financial commision will keep an eye 
out to ensure the preservation and reinforcement of the Foundation’s financial 
capacity in 2009.

Roch-Olivier Maistre, president of the financial commission



thanks to the FMs’s permanent financial 
support, the shoah Memorial was able to 
pursue in 2008 important projects with the 
aim of preserving the memory of the shoah 
and transmitting and teaching its history. 
Particular emphasis was placed on programs 
for schools and school groups, as well as on 
teacher training, and the development of 
projects in regions of France outside Paris and 
internationally. 

In 2008, the number of visitors and proposed 
activities increased in both the cultural and 
educational domains. 

six new temporary exhibitions were organized, 
while several events held in the auditorium met 
with growing success. 

the number of workshops for school groups 
nearly doubled, bringing an increasing 
number of students and generating greater 
interest among teachers within the Memorial’s 
educational framework; there was a slight 
increase in the number of primary schools.

this year the Memorial’s presence outside 
Paris was strengthened, as were international 
developments. the creation of a regional 
branch based in toulouse and the development 
of partnerships gave new resonance to 
programs and exhibitions launched by the 
Memorial by offering different cultural, 
associative and school-based sites outside Paris, 
resulting in unprecedented demand. some 
exhibitions were presented for the first time 
abroad, including The Mass Shootings of Jews 
in Ukraine: Shoah by Bullets at the Museum of 
jewish Heritage in New York. 

The Shoah Memorial
the Memorial’s presence on the international 
level led to a greater number of specialized 
training seminars being organized in 2008, 
both at our Paris site and in other countries. 

It also led to greater cooperation with 
international organizations such as the uN, 
the council of europe, the task Force and 
uNesco; and the signing of joint conventions 
in the field of transmission and research on 
the shoah—including work in romania, the 
nomination of a correspondent in Italy, and 
forays into new countries like Madagascar and 
rwanda.

the many donations, acquisitions and 
conventions allowed the tireless effort of 
enriching the collections of the centre de 
documentaiotn juive contemporaine to 
continue. It is currently the leading archives 
center in europe on the subject.
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2008  
in figures
• 180,000 visitors in 2008. 
• 1,217 groups were welcomed by the 
educational service—36,200 people  
(6 percent from primary schools,  
36 percent from middle schools (collèges) 
and 40 percent from lycées, 54 percent 
from Ile-de-France, 46 percent from 
outside Paris and abroad).
• 101 training programs welcomed 5,280 
participants, including 1,860 teachers 
participating in training sessions that took 
place in Paris or outside Paris in 
partnership with such organizations  
as the rectorat and the IuFM. 
• 27 trips to Auschwitz were organized 
from France.
• Nearly 6,000 visitors to the reading 
room, including over 2,000 researchers, 
resulting in the completion  
of 400 research projects. 
• Six new temporary exhibitions were 
organized, four of which were  
on view at the Memorial: 
Derniers Souvenirs, Objets des camps de 
Pithiviers et de-Beaune-la-Rolande, Alya 
Beth, Dans les pas des disparus à travers les 
photographies de Matt Mendelsohn and La 
Nuit de cristal. the other two exhibitions 
were traveling exhibitions.
• The traveling exhibitions were shown  
at 48 different sites, notably Bordeaux, 
Pau, Poitiers, Marseilles, Le chambon-sur-
Lignon and caen.
• 97 events were organized, bringing 
together 10,000 participants. Highlights 
included the dialogue between jérome 
clément and elie Wiesel: the presentation 
of The Diary of Hélène Berr by Patrick 
Modiano, followed by the reading of diary 
excerpts by elsa Zylberstein; the lecture 

by Matt and daniel Mendelsohn; 
discussions with Boualem sansal;  
the projection of various films, including 
the film about the exodus, as part  
of the exhibition Alya Beth; the 
conferences by simon epstein, renée 
Poznanski, Zeev sternhell, Henry rousso, 
Annette Becker, rachel ertel, jan Gross, 
Nicolas Werth, claude Laharie, Benjamin 
stora, Yves ternon, denis Peschanski and 
serge Klarsfeld; conferences about the 
anniversary of the universal declaration 
of Human rights and about rené cassin; 
new philosophical discussions, encounters 
with witnesses, and other activities. 
• 6.5 million items for the archives  
—a thousand of which were individual 
donations—were acquired by the archive 
services, including several major 
endowments (the General commissariat 
on jewish Affairs, the jewish Labor 
committee, Yivo Argentina, the archives 
from the canton of Vaud and 230,000 
pages of documents from the archives 
from various départements of France). 
• 15,835 new photographs were acquired 
by the picture department, including  
235 original posters, 375 postcards,  
3,836 photos collected during various 
missions abroad, 250 online links,  
10,500 digitalized images  
and 8,500 catalogue photos.
• 10 percent additional works enriched 
library collecctions following several 
acquisitions.
• 300,000 visited the websites  
www.memorialdelashoah.org  
and www.grenierdesarah.org.
• Five commemorative ceremonies:  
the 65th anniversary of the uprising of  
the Warsaw Ghetto with the crIF, Yom 
Hashoah with the FFdjF and the MjLF, 
National deportation day, Hazkarah with 
Gilles Bernheim serving as orator, and the 
commemoration of the roundup in tunis..
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Nous, responsables politiques, hommes de foi, historiens 
et intellectuels, venus de tous les horizons, affi rmons que 
la défense des valeurs de justice et de fraternité, pour 
diffi cile qu’en soit le chemin, doit prévaloir sur l’intolé-
rance, le racisme et les confl its. Nous disons clairement 
que les Israéliens et les Palestiniens ont droit à leur 
État, leur souveraineté et leur sécurité et qu’il convient 
d’appuyer tout processus de paix ayant de telles visées. 
Face à l’ignorance et aux préjugés, face à la concurrence 
des mémoires que nous refusons, nous croyons à la force 
de la connaissance et à la primauté de l’Histoire. Nous 
affi rmons, au-delà de toute considération politique, 
notre volonté de défendre la vérité historique car aucune 
paix ne se construit sur le mensonge. La Shoah est 
un fait historique : 
le génocide au cours 
duquel six millions de Juifs d’Europe ont été exterminés. 
Nier ce crime contre l’humanité est non seulement une 
offense à la mémoire des victimes, mais aussi une insulte 
à l’idée même de civilisation. Aussi, nous pensons que 
l’enseignement de cette tragédie concerne tous ceux qui 
ont à cœur d’empêcher de nouveaux génocides. La même 
exigence de vérité nous invite à rappeler les actions des 
« Justes » en Europe et dans le monde arabo-musulman. 
Ensemble, loin des tentations du repli sur soi, nous 
proclamons notre volonté commune de favoriser un 
dialogue sincère, ouvert et fraternel. C’est dans cet esprit 
que nous nous sommes réunis autour du projet Aladin. 
Nous appelons toutes les femmes et tous les 
hommes de conscience dans le monde à œuvrer 
avec nous dans le sens de la connaissance 
partagée, du respect mutuel et de la paix.
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