


Transmitting all Aspects of 
Jewish Culture 

The Jewish Culture commission pursued its mission to develop  
the transmission of all aspects of Jewish culture—one of the pivotal  
missions of the Foundation.

To achieve this, the amount earmarked for education grew considerably 
over recent years, reaching more than one-half of our budget in 2008. 
Large sums were spent on renovating school buildings; the commission 
examines all relevant projects, which are then presented to the Gordin 
Foundation (housed by the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah),  
in partnership with the FSJU’s educational department. 

The commission continued its support for teacher training on Jewish 
issues, with particular emphasis on such disciplines as Hebrew language 
and Jewish history. For schools receiving funding, it places great emphasis 
on respecting the charter enshrining a number of guiding principles  
within the field of education and management. Several commission 
members are recognized experts in Jewish education, which will facilitate  
reinforcing activities to faithfully transmit the teachings of Judaism and 
promote the opening up of Jewish schools to the world. Yiddish culture 
has held a major position in the commission’s activities, notably through  
its support of the Maison de Culture Yiddish – Bibliothèque Medem,  
as well as other initiatives such as Rachel Ertel’s anthology of Yiddish 
literature and the exhibition on the avant-garde and Yiddish literature  
at the Museum of Art and History of Judaism in Paris. In a context marked 
by shrinking resources available to the commission, it will inevitably have 
to be even more demanding in terms of the quality of projects presented.

Raphaël Hadas-Lebel, president of the Jewish Culture commission
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Training of Talmud-Torah Masters
Edu cationa l p rog rams a nd too ls,
AC I P ( Pa ris Cons isto i re )

4th annua l Study Day for the 
Association des Di recteurs 
d’Étab l issements Ju i fs de 
France (ADEJF)
Assoc iation des D i re cteu rs 
d ’Étab l i ssements Ju i fs de Fra n ce

Teach ing Jewish History
Seminar, Association des Directeurs 
d ’Établ issements Juifs de France

Creating a p reparatory c lass  
for integrating d isab led ch i ld ren 
into schoo ls
Assoc iation J ’app rends, Bet h 
Is raël Sc hoo l, Ép inay-su r-Se ine

Understanding the Jewish World 
Ongoing tra i n i ng i n Is rae l fo r 
i ns pe cto rs o f t he Min istry o f 
Nationa l Edu cation, FMS

Agreement incorporated  
into framework of FMS  
and FSJU partnersh ip 
Edu cationa l se cto r, FSJU

From the Destruction  
to the Rena issance  
of the Jewish Peop le 
Voyage i n Is rae l,
Ma rc h o f t he L iv i ng 

Ongo ing tra in ing  
p rogram for p rofessors  
of Hé Jewish instruction 
And ré a nd R ina Néhe r Institute

Tra in ing p rogram  
for futu re d i rectors of A lef 3 
Jewish schoo ls
And ré a nd R ina Néhe r Institute

Year 2 of p rogram Hé Paris and 
Hé South . Ongo ing tra in ing ,
And ré a nd R ina Néhe r Institute

Tra in ing executives  
2008-2009
U EJ F

Develop ing the modern  
Jewish schoo l
Assoc iation fo r a Mode rn Jewis h 
Edu cation, Pa ris

Renovation  
projects for  
Jewish schools— 
Gordin Foundation
Renovation of the schoo l 
board ing and rec reationa l a reas 
Ta lmud i c lycée o f  
A ix- l es-Ba ins

Acqui ring and equ ipp ing  
a new bu i ld ing 
Jewis h Sc hoo l o f Ca nnes

Extens ion of the Ozar Hatorah 
p rimary schoo l, 
Créte i l

Construction of a new lycée 
Ga n Ami Sc hoo l, Ma rse i l l e

Emergency ass istance 
Gaston Tenoudj i Sc hoo l, Pa ri s

Construction  
of a schoo l g roup 
Bet h Is raël Sc hoo l, Mont magny

Rewi ring the estab l ishment’s 
e lectri ca l insta l lation  
to comp ly with norms 
Bet h Ha nna Sc hoo l, Stras bou rg

Ensu ring e lectri ca l insta l lation 
comp l ies with norms;  
des ign of sc ienti fi c laboratory
Cohen-Tenoudj i Sc hoo l,
Sav igny-su r-O rge

Lay ing out an add itiona l floor 
and renovation of the bu i ld ing 
Etz Haïm, Sa int-Mau r

Construction of a new bu i ld ing 
Bet h R iv kah Sc hoo l, Ye rres

Other real  
estate  
projects 
Extens ion of the bu i ld ing  
for the Ta lmud-Torah 
MJ L F

Rehab i l i tation work  
on a section of the seminary 
bu i ld ing 
I s rae l ite Semina ry o f Fra n ce

Pu rchase of new s ite  
for the Maison  
de la Cu lture Yidd ish
Maison de la Cu l tu re Yidd is h – 
B ib l io t hèque Medem 

Transmission



Manuals for Talmud-Torah
The Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah supports the Paris Consistoire’s 
initiative to rethink the educational approach of the Talmud-Torah (Sunday  
religious instruction). Most of the educational materials date from the 1960s 
and it was urgent to design new, more appealing manuals that permitted greater 
structure for educational content. Five manuals are currently being prepared 
under the supervision of an educational committee: Jewish Life and Dinim, 
Biblical Characters, Biblical Texts, The Tefillah, and Jewish History. The first 
manual is scheduled for publication in fall 2009. Teacher training programs are 
also foreseen.

Research
Research trip :  
Provença l g losses in the Sefer 
HaShorash im, by Dav id Kimhi
Jud it h Koge l

Creation of an award for the best 
thes is on Jewish stud ies 
Soc i ety o f Jewis h Stud i es 

Research trip :  
A study of the l i fe and work of the 
pa inter Léon Weissberg
Bo ris Cze rny, l e ctu re r at t he Un ive rs ity 
o f Caen

Publications 
Ketubah Records at the Paris 
Cons isto i re
AJ EC LAP

An Incomplete Wor ld: Towards 
Respons ib le Freedom
Benjamin Gross, 
Alb i n Mi c he l, 
Ed itions Meno rah

The Source of Li fe
Tra nsc ri ption a nd pub l i cation  
o f t he p rog ram,  
Alb i n Mi c he l

Brochu re on Niss im de Camondo
Les Amis de l ’Aumône ri e Is raé l ite  
des A rmées

Sefer Yets i rah, The consolation  
of a sp i r itua l expatr iate 
Tra ns lation a nd pub l i cation,
Geo rges Vajda, Pau l Fenton
Éd itions de l ’éc lat

New ed ition of Pi rke Avot  
(Maximes des Pères)
Commenta ry by Ma rcus Lehma nn,
Ed itions Me r kos l ’ I nyone i 
Ch inu c h- Kehot

Panim, the face and exi l e in Juda ism 
Pub l i cation o f t he acts o f a co l l oqu ium,
Éd itions ED K

Jewish k ingdoms,  
Treasures of Yidd ish Lite rature 
Rac he l Erte l, 
Ed itions Robe rt Laffont , 
Bouqu ins se ri es

Tefi l lah k it
Edu cationa l too ls, E E I F

Fi rst-time trans lation  
of Incomplete Memoi res  
Yitzkho k Laybush Peretz 
Nat ha n We instoc k ,
Institut d ’Études du Judaïsme

New ed ition of  
Yidd ish-French Dictionary 
Maison de la Cu l tu re Yidd is h 
–Bib l io t hèque Medem

Revamping of I nternet s ite  
www.yidd ishweb.com
Maison de la Cu l tu re Yidd is h 
–Bib l io t hèque Medem 

Audiovisual  
productions 
Bac k to Li fe
Fi ction  
Haïm Bouzag lo, 
Ne l ka Fi lms

Stal in’s Last Plot 
Documenta ry
Pau l Jen kins, 
Roc he Produ ctions
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2nd annua l Livres des Mondes 
Ju i fs et Diasporas en Dia logue
Assoc iation fo r t he Teac h ing o f 
Juda ism as Cu l tu re (A EJC)

European Jewish Cu lture 
Day: Events Revolv ing Around 
Klezmer Mus ic 
Ce rc l e Be rna rd Laza re

Tsevet Yahad: Israe l’s 60 years
A rt wo r ks ho ps  
about Jewis h festiva ls, 
K K L

Pi l laged Artwork:  
Truth and Reparation
Semina r, 
Museum o f A rt a nd H isto ry o f 
Juda ism, Pa ris 

Future Anterior:  
The Avant-Garde and the 
Yidd ish Boo k from 1914 to 1939
Ex h ib it ion 
Museum o f A rt a nd H isto ry o f 
Juda ism, Pa ris 

Theater
The Barce lona Controversy
Staged at t he Av ignon Festiva l,
Se rge De krame r, 
Assoc iation Yets i ra, Le t héâtr’On

Kafka’s Bal l
Sta r t heate r

Festivals
Around the o l ive tree, 
Festiva l of Jewish Cu ltu re 
Cas im

4th Festiva l  
o f Jewish Cu ltu re
FSJU

Support for the parti c ipation 
of Is rael i authors at the 2008 
Paris Boo k Fa i r 
I s rae l i  Embassy i n Fra n ce

Discovering Israe l
B roc hu re d istrib uted  
by t he 2008 Pa ris Book Fa i r, 
Is rae l i  Embassy i n Fra n ce

Conferences and 
seminars 
North Afr i can Jews from 
Colon ia l Times  
to the Present
Soc i ety fo r t he H isto ry  
o f Tun is ia n Jew ry

We and the Others
I nte rnationa l Rosenzwe ig Soc i ety 

The Relationsh ip Between  
Israe l and the Diaspora 
Throughout History
Ca ro l Ia n cu, 
Un ive rs ity Pau l Va léry 
Mont pe l l i e r- I I I

Cultural  
Events



Financial 
Commission

Pres ident   
Ro c h-O l iv i e r Ma istre

Members of the commiss ion 
Roge r Cu k i e rman, Ma rc El Nou c h i,  
Domi n i que Lau rent ,  
And ré Lévy- Lang ,  
P i e rre Lub e k 
C laude P i e rre -B rosso lette 
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Preserving and Reinforcing  
the FMS’s Financial Capacity

As stipulated in the Foundation’s statutes, the Financial Commission plays 
a pivotal role in decision-making at the Foundation. Its mission is to define 
investment strategy and control all major financial decisions.  
It oversees investment of all funds from the Foundation’s assets and ensures  
its budgetary equilibrium. 

The Financial Commission’s mission was carried out in 2008 under very heavy 
constraints. The depreciation of the markets was ongoing and pronounced 
during the year. The market index for European stocks lost over 40 percent of 
its value with respect to its value in early 2008. The value of the Foundation’s 
endowment also decreased in 2008, for the first time since its creation, yet 
the decrease was less than 10 percent after measures to reduce the portfolio’s 
risky investment were implemented in late 2007. 

Following the decrease in the endowment’s value and the marked reduction 
in Foundation income, the Financial Commission was forced to recommend 
two series of measures to the Management Committee. 

—implementation of an even more rigorous budgetary policy for 2009. The 
commission recommended adopting a global budget inferior to the budget 
for 2008, as well as strict limitations on new commitments for the Foundation;

—reorientation of the Foundation’s financial management strategy in a move 
to increase return on portfolios.

Within a deteriorated economic context in which the instability of financial 
markets brings great uncertainty, the Financial Commision will keep an eye 
out to ensure the preservation and reinforcement of the Foundation’s financial 
capacity in 2009.

Roch-Olivier Maistre, president of the financial commission



Thanks to the FMS’s permanent financial 
support, the Shoah Memorial was able to 
pursue in 2008 important projects with the 
aim of preserving the memory of the Shoah 
and transmitting and teaching its history. 
Particular emphasis was placed on programs 
for schools and school groups, as well as on 
teacher training, and the development of 
projects in regions of France outside Paris and 
internationally. 

In 2008, the number of visitors and proposed 
activities increased in both the cultural and 
educational domains. 

Six new temporary exhibitions were organized, 
while several events held in the auditorium met 
with growing success. 

The number of workshops for school groups 
nearly doubled, bringing an increasing 
number of students and generating greater 
interest among teachers within the Memorial’s 
educational framework; there was a slight 
increase in the number of primary schools.

This year the Memorial’s presence outside 
Paris was strengthened, as were international 
developments. The creation of a regional 
branch based in Toulouse and the development 
of partnerships gave new resonance to 
programs and exhibitions launched by the 
Memorial by offering different cultural, 
associative and school-based sites outside Paris, 
resulting in unprecedented demand. Some 
exhibitions were presented for the first time 
abroad, including The Mass Shootings of Jews 
in Ukraine: Shoah by Bullets at the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage in New York. 

The Shoah Memorial
The Memorial’s presence on the international 
level led to a greater number of specialized 
training seminars being organized in 2008, 
both at our Paris site and in other countries. 

It also led to greater cooperation with 
international organizations such as the UN, 
the Council of Europe, the Task Force and 
UNESCO; and the signing of joint conventions 
in the field of transmission and research on 
the Shoah—including work in Romania, the 
nomination of a correspondent in Italy, and 
forays into new countries like Madagascar and 
Rwanda.

The many donations, acquisitions and 
conventions allowed the tireless effort of 
enriching the collections of the Centre de 
documentaiotn juive contemporaine to 
continue. It is currently the leading archives 
center in Europe on the subject.
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2008  
in figures
• 180,000 visitors in 2008. 
• 1,217 groups were welcomed by the 
educational service—36,200 people  
(6 percent from primary schools,  
36 percent from middle schools (collèges) 
and 40 percent from lycées, 54 percent 
from Ile-de-France, 46 percent from 
outside Paris and abroad).
• 101 training programs welcomed 5,280 
participants, including 1,860 teachers 
participating in training sessions that took 
place in Paris or outside Paris in 
partnership with such organizations  
as the rectorat and the IUFM. 
• 27 trips to Auschwitz were organized 
from France.
• Nearly 6,000 visitors to the reading 
room, including over 2,000 researchers, 
resulting in the completion  
of 400 research projects. 
• Six new temporary exhibitions were 
organized, four of which were  
on view at the Memorial: 
Derniers Souvenirs, Objets des camps de 
Pithiviers et de-Beaune-la-Rolande, Alya 
Beth, Dans les pas des disparus à travers les 
photographies de Matt Mendelsohn and La 
Nuit de cristal. The other two exhibitions 
were traveling exhibitions.
• The traveling exhibitions were shown  
at 48 different sites, notably Bordeaux, 
Pau, Poitiers, Marseilles, Le Chambon-sur-
Lignon and Caen.
• 97 events were organized, bringing 
together 10,000 participants. Highlights 
included the dialogue between Jérome 
Clément and Elie Wiesel: the presentation 
of The Diary of Hélène Berr by Patrick 
Modiano, followed by the reading of diary 
excerpts by Elsa Zylberstein; the lecture 

by Matt and Daniel Mendelsohn; 
discussions with Boualem Sansal;  
the projection of various films, including 
the film about the Exodus, as part  
of the exhibition Alya Beth; the 
conferences by Simon Epstein, Renée 
Poznanski, Zeev Sternhell, Henry Rousso, 
Annette Becker, Rachel Ertel, Jan Gross, 
Nicolas Werth, Claude Laharie, Benjamin 
Stora, Yves Ternon, Denis Peschanski and 
Serge Klarsfeld; conferences about the 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and about René Cassin; 
new philosophical discussions, encounters 
with witnesses, and other activities. 
• 6.5 million items for the archives  
—a thousand of which were individual 
donations—were acquired by the archive 
services, including several major 
endowments (the General Commissariat 
on Jewish Affairs, the Jewish Labor 
Committee, Yivo Argentina, the archives 
from the canton of Vaud and 230,000 
pages of documents from the archives 
from various départements of France). 
• 15,835 new photographs were acquired 
by the picture department, including  
235 original posters, 375 postcards,  
3,836 photos collected during various 
missions abroad, 250 online links,  
10,500 digitalized images  
and 8,500 catalogue photos.
• 10 percent additional works enriched 
library collecctions following several 
acquisitions.
• 300,000 visited the websites  
www.memorialdelashoah.org  
and www.grenierdesarah.org.
• Five commemorative ceremonies:  
the 65th anniversary of the uprising of  
the Warsaw Ghetto with the CRIF, Yom 
Hashoah with the FFDJF and the MJLF, 
National Deportation Day, Hazkarah with 
Gilles Bernheim serving as orator, and the 
commemoration of the roundup in Tunis..
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10, avenue Pe rc i e r
75008 Pa ris
tél . :  01 53 42 63 10
Fax : 01 53 42 63 11
www.fondations hoah .o rg

Nous, responsables politiques, hommes de foi, historiens 
et intellectuels, venus de tous les horizons, affi rmons que 
la défense des valeurs de justice et de fraternité, pour 
diffi cile qu’en soit le chemin, doit prévaloir sur l’intolé-
rance, le racisme et les confl its. Nous disons clairement 
que les Israéliens et les Palestiniens ont droit à leur 
État, leur souveraineté et leur sécurité et qu’il convient 
d’appuyer tout processus de paix ayant de telles visées. 
Face à l’ignorance et aux préjugés, face à la concurrence 
des mémoires que nous refusons, nous croyons à la force 
de la connaissance et à la primauté de l’Histoire. Nous 
affi rmons, au-delà de toute considération politique, 
notre volonté de défendre la vérité historique car aucune 
paix ne se construit sur le mensonge. La Shoah est 
un fait historique : 
le génocide au cours 
duquel six millions de Juifs d’Europe ont été exterminés. 
Nier ce crime contre l’humanité est non seulement une 
offense à la mémoire des victimes, mais aussi une insulte 
à l’idée même de civilisation. Aussi, nous pensons que 
l’enseignement de cette tragédie concerne tous ceux qui 
ont à cœur d’empêcher de nouveaux génocides. La même 
exigence de vérité nous invite à rappeler les actions des 
« Justes » en Europe et dans le monde arabo-musulman. 
Ensemble, loin des tentations du repli sur soi, nous 
proclamons notre volonté commune de favoriser un 
dialogue sincère, ouvert et fraternel. C’est dans cet esprit 
que nous nous sommes réunis autour du projet Aladin. 
Nous appelons toutes les femmes et tous les 
hommes de conscience dans le monde à œuvrer 
avec nous dans le sens de la connaissance 
partagée, du respect mutuel et de la paix.

RAPPORT D’ACTIVITÉ 2008




