


Transmitting all Aspects of
Jewish Culture

The Jewish Culture commission pursued its mission to develop
the transmission of all aspects of Jewish culture—one of the pivotal
missions of the Foundation.

To achieve this, the amount earmarked for education grew considerably
over recent years, reaching more than one-half of our budget in 2008.
Large sums were spent on renovating school buildings; the commission
examines all relevant projects, which are then presented to the Gordin
Foundation (housed by the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah),
in partnership with the FSJU’s educational department.

The commission continued its support for teacher training on Jewish
issues, with particular emphasis on such disciplines as Hebrew language
and Jewish history. For schools receiving funding, it places great emphasis
on respecting the charter enshrining a number of guiding principles
within the field of education and management. Several commission
members are recognized experts in Jewish education, which will facilitate
reinforcing activities to faithfully transmit the teachings of Judaism and
promote the opening up of Jewish schools to the world. Yiddish culture
has held a major position in the commission’s activities, notably through
its support of the Maison de Culture Yiddish - Bibliotheque Medem,

as well as other initiatives such as Rachel Ertel’s anthology of Yiddish
literature and the exhibition on the avant-garde and Yiddish literature

at the Museum of Art and History of Judaism in Paris. In a context marked
by shrinking resources available to the commission, it will inevitably have
to be even more demanding in terms of the quality of projects presented.

Raphaél Hadas-Lebel, president of the Jewish Culture commission



Training of Talmud-Torah Masters
Educational programs and tools,
ACIP (Paris Consistaire)

Ath annual Study Day for the
Association des Directeurs
d’Ftablissements Juifs de
france (ADEJF)

Association des Directeurs
d'Etablissements Juifs de France

Teaching Jewish History
Seminar, Association des Directeurs
d'Etablissements Juifs de France

Creating a preparatory class
for integrating disabled children
into schools

Association J'apprends, Beth
Israél School, Epinay-sur-Seine

Understanding the Jewish World
Ongoing training in Israel for
inspectors of the Ministry of
National Education, FMS

Agreement incorporated
into framework of FMS
and FSJU partnership
Educational sector, FSJU

From the Destruction
to the Renaissance
of the Jewish People
Voyage in Israel,
March of the Living

Ongoing training

program for professors

of Hé Jewish instruction
Andre and Rina Neher Institute

Training program

for future directors of Alef 3
Jewish schools

Andre and Rina Neher Institute

Year 2 of program Hé Paris and
He South. Ongoing training,
Andre and Rina Neher Institute

Training executives
2008-2009
UEJF

Developing the modern
Jewish school

Association for a Modern Jewish
Education, Paris

Renovation of the school
boarding and recreational areas
Talmudic lycee of

Aix-les-Bains

Acquiring and equipping
anew building
Jewish School of Cannes

Extension of the Ozar Hatorah
primary school,
Cretell

Construction of a new [ycée
Gan Ami School, Marseille

Emergency assistance
Gaston Tenoudji School, Paris

Construction
of a school group
Beth Israél School, Montmagny

Rewiring the establishment’s
electrical installation
to comply with norms
Beth Hanna School, Strasbourg

Ensuring electrical installation
complies with norms;

design of scientific laboratory
Cohen-Tenoudji Schoal,
Savigny-sur-Orge

Laying out an additional floor
and renovation of the building
Etz Haim, Saint-Maur

Construction of a new building
Beth Rivkah School, Yerres

Extension of the building
for the Talmud-Torah
MJLF

Rehabilitation work

on a section of the seminary
building

Israelite Seminary of france

Purchase of new site

for the Maison

de la Culture Yiddish
Maison de la Culture Yiddish -
Bibliotheque Medem



Research trip:

Provencal glosses in the Sefer
HaShorashim, by David Kimhi
Judith Kogel

Creation of an award for the best
thesis on Jewish studies
Society of Jewish Studies

Research trip:

A study of the life and work of the
painter Léon Weissberg

Baris Czerny, lecturer at the University
of Caen

Ketubah Records at the Paris
Consistoire
AJECLAP

An Incomplete World: Towards
Responsible Freedom
Benjamin Grass,

Albin Michel,

Editions Menorah

The Source of Life
Transcription and publication
of the program,

Albin Michel

The Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah supports the Paris Consistoire’s
initiative to rethink the educational approach of the Talmud-Torah (Sunday
religious instruction). Most of the educational materials date from the 1960s
and it was urgent to design new, more appealing manuals that permitted greater
structure for educational content. Five manuals are currently being prepared
under the supervision of an educational committee: Jewish Life and Dinim,
Biblical Characters, Biblical Texts, The Tefillah, and Jewish History. The first

manual is scheduled for publication in fall 2009. Teacher training programs are

also foreseen.

Brochure on Nissim de Camondo
Les Amis de I'Aumaénerie Israelite
des Armees

Sefer Yetsirah, The consolation
of a spiritual expatriate
Translation and publication,
Georges Vajda, Paul Fenton
Editions de I'eclat

New edition of Pirke Avot
(Maximes des Péres]
Commentary by Marcus Lehmann,
Editions Merkos I'Inyonei
Chinuch-Kehot

Panim, the face and exile in Judaism

Publication of the acts of a colloguium,

Editions EDK

Jewish kingdoms,

Treasures of Yiddish Literature
Rachel Ertel,

Editions Robert Laffont,
Bouquins series

Tefillah kit
Educational tools, EEIF

First-time translation

of Incomplete Memoires
Yitzkhok Laybush Peretz
Nathan Weinstock,

Institut d'Etudes du Judaisme

New edition of
Yiddish-french Dictionary
Maison de la Culture Yiddish
—Bibliotheque Medem

Revamping of Internet site
www.yiddishweb.com
Maison de la Culture Yiddish
—Bibliotheque Medem

Back to Life
Fiction

Haim Bouzaglo,
Nelka Films

Stalin’s Last Plot
Documentary
Paul Jenkins,
Roche Productions



2nd annual Livres des Mondes
Juifs et Diasporas en Dialogue
Association for the Teaching of
Judaism as Culture (AEJC)

European Jewish Culture
Day: Events Revolving Around
Klezmer Music

Cercle Bernard Lazare

Tsevet Yahad: Israel’s 60 years
Art workshops

about Jewish festivals,

KKL

Pillaged Artwork:

Truth and Reparation
Seminar,

Museum of Art and History of
Judaism, Paris

future Anterior:

The Avant-Garde and the
Yiddish Book from 1914 to 1939
Exhibition

Museum of Art and History of
Judaism, Paris

Theater

The Barcelona Controversy
Staged at the Avignon Festival,
Serge Dekramer,

Association Yetsira, Le theatr'On

Kafka’s Ball
Star theater

Festivals

Around the olive tree,
Festival of Jewish Culture
Casim

Ath Festival
of Jewish Culture
FSJU

Support for the participation
of Israeli authors at the 2008
Paris Book Fair

Israeli Embassy in france

Discovering Israel
Brochure distributed

by the 2008 Paris Book farr,
Israeli Embassy in france

Conferences and
seminars

North African Jews from
Colonial Times

to the Present

Saciety for the History

of Tunisian Jewry

We and the Others
International Rosenzweig Society

The Relationship Between
Israel and the Diaspora
Throughout History

Carol lancu,

University Paul Valery
Mantpellier-Ill

PROJECTS SUPPORTED



President
Roch-Olivier Maistre

Members of the commission
Roger Cukierman, Marc El Nouchi,
Dominique Laurent,

Andre Levy-Lang,

Pierre Lubek

Claude Pierre-Brossolette



As stipulated in the Foundation’s statutes, the Financial Commission plays

a pivotal role in decision-making at the Foundation. Its mission is to define
investment strategy and control all major financial decisions.

It oversees investment of all funds from the Foundation’s assets and ensures

its budgetary equilibrium.

The Financial Commission’s mission was carried out in 2008 under very heavy
constraints. The depreciation of the markets was ongoing and pronounced
during the year. The market index for European stocks lost over 40 percent of
its value with respect to its value in early 2008. The value of the Foundation’s
endowment also decreased in 2008, for the first time since its creation, yet

the decrease was less than 10 percent after measures to reduce the portfolio’s
risky investment were implemented in late 2007.

Following the decrease in the endowment’s value and the marked reduction
in Foundation income, the Financial Commission was forced to recommend
two series of measures to the Management Committee.

—implementation of an even more rigorous budgetary policy for 2009. The
commission recommended adopting a global budget inferior to the budget
for 2008, as well as strict limitations on new commitments for the Foundation;

—reorientation of the Foundation’s financial management strategy in a move
to increase return on portfolios.

Within a deteriorated economic context in which the instability of financial
markets brings great uncertainty, the Financial Commision will keep an eye
out to ensure the preservation and reinforcement of the Foundation’s financial
capacity in 2009.

Roch-Olivier Maistre, president of the financial commission



Thanks to the FMS’s permanent financial
support, the Shoah Memorial was able to
pursue in 2008 important projects with the
aim of preserving the memory of the Shoah
and transmitting and teaching its history.
Particular emphasis was placed on programs
for schools and school groups, as well as on
teacher training, and the development of
projects in regions of France outside Paris and
internationally.

In 2008, the number of visitors and proposed
activities increased in both the cultural and
educational domains.

Six new temporary exhibitions were organized,
while several events held in the auditorium met
with growing success.

The number of workshops for school groups
nearly doubled, bringing an increasing
number of students and generating greater
interest among teachers within the Memorial’s
educational framework; there was a slight
increase in the number of primary schools.

This year the Memorial’s presence outside
Paris was strengthened, as were international
developments. The creation of a regional
branch based in Toulouse and the development
of partnerships gave new resonance to
programs and exhibitions launched by the
Memorial by offering different cultural,
associative and school-based sites outside Paris,
resulting in unprecedented demand. Some
exhibitions were presented for the first time
abroad, including 7%e Mass Shootings of Jews

in Ukraine: Shoah by Bullets at the Museum of
Jewish Heritage in New York.

The Memorial’s presence on the international
level led to a greater number of specialized
training seminars being organized in 2008,
both at our Paris site and in other countries.

It also led to greater cooperation with
international organizations such as the UN,
the Council of Europe, the Task Force and
UNESCO; and the signing of joint conventions
in the field of transmission and research on
the Shoah—including work in Romania, the
nomination of a correspondent in Italy, and
forays into new countries like Madagascar and
Rwanda.

The many donations, acquisitions and
conventions allowed the tireless effort of
enriching the collections of the Centre de

documentaiotn juive contemporaine to
continue. It is currently the leading archives
center in Europe on the subject.




+ 180,000 visitors in 2008.

* 1,217 groups were welcomed by the
educational service—36,200 people

(6 percent from primary schools,

36 percent from middle schools (colleges)
and 40 percent from /fycées, 54 percent
from Ile-de-France, 46 percent from
outside Paris and abroad).

* 101 training programs welcomed 5,280
participants, including 1,860 teachers
participating in training sessions that took
place in Paris or outside Paris in
partnership with such organizations

as the rectorat and the ITUFM.

* 27 trips to Auschwitz were organized
from France.

* Nearly 6,000 visitors to the reading
room, including over 2,000 researchers,
resulting in the completion

of 400 research projects.

* Six new temporary exhibitions were
organized, four of which were

on view at the Memorial:

Derniers Souvenirs, Objets des camps de
Pithiviers et de-Beaune-la-Rolande, Alya
Beth, Dans les pas des disparus a travers les
photographies de Matt Mendelsohn and La
Nuit de cristal. The other two exhibitions
were traveling exhibitions.

* The traveling exhibitions were shown

at 48 different sites, notably Bordeaux,
Pau, Poitiers, Marseilles, Le Chambon-sur-
Lignon and Caen.

* 97 events were organized, bringing
together 10,000 participants. Highlights
included the dialogue between Jérome
Clément and Elie Wiesel: the presentation
of The Diary of Hélene Berr by Patrick
Modiano, followed by the reading of diary
excerpts by Elsa Zylberstein; the lecture

by Matt and Daniel Mendelsohn;
discussions with Boualem Sansal;

the projection of various films, including
the film about the Exodus, as part

of the exhibition Alya Beth; the
conferences by Simon Epstein, Renée
Poznanski, Zeev Sternhell, Henry Rousso,
Annette Becker, Rachel Ertel, Jan Gross,
Nicolas Werth, Claude Laharie, Benjamin
Stora, Yves Ternon, Denis Peschanski and
Serge Klarsfeld; conferences about the
anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and about René Cassin;
new philosophical discussions, encounters
with witnesses, and other activities.

* 6.5 million items for the archives

—a thousand of which were individual
donations—were acquired by the archive
services, including several major
endowments (the General Commissariat
on Jewish Affairs, the Jewish Labor
Committee, Yivo Argentina, the archives
from the canton of Vaud and 230,000
pages of documents from the archives
from various départements of France).

+ 15,835 new photographs were acquired
by the picture department, including

235 original posters, 375 postcards,
3,836 photos collected during various
missions abroad, 250 online links,

10,500 digitalized images

and 8,500 catalogue photos.

+ 10 percent additional works enriched
library collecctions following several
acquisitions.

+ 300,000 visited the websites

and

* Five commemorative ceremonies:

the 65th anniversary of the uprising of
the Warsaw Ghetto with the CRIF, Yom
Hashoah with the FFDJF and the MJLF,
National Deportation Day, Hazkarah with
Gilles Bernheim serving as orator, and the
commemoration of the roundup in Tunis..
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