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Editorial 

I t is our duty to honour those who died in the Shoah, to
remain faithful to their memory, above all to remember their
names, their lives, their culture. To recognise the enormity and

specificity of the crime of which they were the victims. But the
Shoah also reminds us of our responsibilities towards the living.
Faced with the ruptures which threaten our society, the memory of
the Shoah is a call to vigilance and solidarity. In that spirit, we
continue to work with survivors - in France, Israel and Eastern
Europe - who are living in poverty. Survivors of camps, ghettos and
famine are at the centre of our mission. We are also continuing our
educational work with younger generations. Awareness of the les-
sons of history may help avoid the lure of violence, intolerance and
selfishness. To this end we have been involved in debates organi-
zed by the Ministry of Education, following proposals made by Pre-
sident Sarkozy. We believe it is essential that the Shoah remains
part of the syllabus for the last year of primary school, whilst reco-
gnizing that it must be part of a wider discussion and that the sen-
sibilities of all students be taken into account. We work with the
team of the Shoah Memorial in a spirit of openness that is inscribed
in the heart of the Foundation’s mission and which I fully intend to
continue. These values are enriched by our loyalty to the culture
and traditions of Judaism. Our aim is to transmit them to the widest
possible general audience as well as to young Jews. We are deligh-
ted that the Fondation Gordin for the provision of school buildings
has been created with the help of cosponsors, making it possible to
provide a high quality Jewish education that is both open to the
world and respectful of tradition.

David de Rothschild, 
president of the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah



Stay faithful 
and vigilant
R esearch, history, ethics, students, trips, philosophy,

Israel, memory, cinema, medicine, culture, teachers,
negationism, combat, Judaism, solidarity, youth, litera-

ture, trauma, dialogue…This year the FMS, whose discreet blue
logo is today familiar to many newspaper readers and television
viewers, has been as busy as ever. We hardly had time to enjoy
the pleasure of seeing projects coming to fruition before new
ones were beginning, inspiring us as always with their measured
intelligence and passion.

Thanks must go to those who undertake these projects, impelled
to by their personal imperative to memory and transmission,
their rejection of hatred and their keenness to work towards
greater justice and a sense of brotherhood. Thank you also to all
the volunteers, particularly the presidents of our commissions,
who work, in the heart of our ‘family’ at the FMS, in order to
fulfill our mission in the best possible way. 

More than ever, our priority remains to aid the most vulnerable
Shoah survivors. Our other great challenge is education, and we
remain as vigilant as ever to ensure the history of antisemitism
and of the Shoah is studied and transmitted in a language that
is adapted for today’s realities. We must also remain vigilant in
the face of present dangers and we support those who are enga-
ged in the difficult struggle against antisemitism, intolerance
and ignorance. For our part, we aim to contribute to the strug-
gle by showing that Judaism is also a living culture, far from
being locked up in a ghetto, illuminated by many different links
with other cultures.



Although we have been able to benefit from new technologies
which enable knowledge to be transmitted to the furthest hidden
valleys, we have also stayed faithful to the book, with the publica-
tion by Nathan of the Anthology of Judaism, a reference work which
makes accessible the basic religious, philosophical and literary texts.
We are also proud of various other projects including ‘Living Memo-
ries’, a new radio programme which highlights debates and new pro-
jects related to the Shoah and different areas of Jewish culture. 

Finally, in the spirit of truth, dialogue and openness to the other, we
have begun a project destined for an Arab/Muslim public. In the
face of increasing negationist and antisemitic propaganda, we have
decided to transmit historical knowledge about the Shoah and
Judaism, as well as past relationships between Muslims and Jews,
with their different areas of darkness and light. The first stage in
the project is the setting up of an Internet site in Arabic, Farsi,
English and French, specially developed for this purpose, and run
by well-known Muslim personalities, who will frankly answer ques-
tions from members of the public. Major books on the Shoah will
be translated into these languages and will be available for down-
loading for free. Other initiatives are planned. The current French
presidency of the European Union and the European-Mediterra-
nean dialogue make this the ideal occasion. 

Anne-Marie Revcolevschi, 
director of the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah 
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The
Foundation 

for the
Memory of 
the Shoah



The Foundation for the Memory of 
the Shoah was created in 2000 on 
the recommendation of the Mattéoli
Commission, charged with indexing 
and evaluating the spoliated belongings 
of Jews during the war and unjustly 
kept by the state apparatus and French
financial institutions. The funds have 
a value of 393 million euros, which
constitute the FMS’s endowment. 
Unlike the CIVS (the Commission 
for the Indemnisation of the Victims 
of Spoliation), which deals with reparations
for individuals, the Foundation uses the
interest generated by the endowment 

to finance projects and institutions. 
Since its creation, the FMS has financed
more than 1300 projects. In 2007, 9 million
euros were given to fund 248 projects. 
The Foundation also gives 7.5 million 
euros to the Shoah Memorial each year,
approximately 80% of the Memorial’s 
total annual budget. This year, the amount
given to the Shoah Memorial amounted 
to 45% of the financial support budget 
of the FMS.

A private foundation 
for the benefit of the publ ic 

Evolution of the Foundation’s financing strategy

Amount of support given to the Shoah Memorial 

Amount of support to projects

7 549 000
  39%

11 991 727
61%

7 550 000
   34%

14 970 825
66%

7 497 000
 45%

9 176 191
  55% 
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7 549 000
  39%

11 991 727
61%

7 550 000
   34%

14 970 825
66%

7 497 000
 45%

9 176 191
  55% 

2005 : 19 540 727 ¤ 2006 : 22 520 825 ¤ 2007 : 16 673 191 ¤



Commissions
renewed in 2007 
Projects are examined by one of the
commissions made up of volunteer
members, coopted for six years. 
In 2007 most of the commissions 
were redefined. New presidents 
were nominated, and new members 
were brought in to replace those 
whose mandate had ended. 

The commission called ‘Pedagogy 
and transmission’ has been renamed
‘Shoah Education’.

This commission will now concentrate 
on inititiatives from the world of
education; projects which fall out of that
remit will now be examined by the new
commission, Memory and Transmission –
a broader version of the old commission
Memory Links. The History and Research
commission has been renamed ‘History 
of anti-Semitism and the Shoah’.

A system 
of collective 
decision making 
All the projects are examined by
independent experts beforebeing
discussed by the commissions. 
The commissions’ recommendations 
are then submitted to the executive, 
and finally to the Management 
Committee of the Foundation. 
In 2007 a new Executive was 
elected, following the naming 
of David de Rothschild as President 
of the Foundation. The Management 
Committee of the Foundation 
is made up of representatives 
of the State, of Jewish institutions 
and of individual experts. 

T
H

E
 F

O
U

N
D

AT
IO

N
  

FO
R

 T
H

E
 M

E
M

O
R

Y
 O

F 
T

H
E

 S
H

O
A

H

7

Organisation 
of the Foundation



admin istration of Cu l tu ra l
Affa i rs, Min istry o f Cu l tu re
a nd Commun i cation

Pi e rre Lub e k
Fina n c ia l i ns pe cto r,
Min istry o f t he Economy, 
Industry a nd Emp loyment

Eri c Lu cas
Di re cto r o f Memo ry, 
He ritage a nd A rc h ives,
Min istry o f Defense 

Pas ca l Ma i l hos
Di re cto r o f Mode rn isation
a nd o f Te rrito ria l Activ ity,
Min istry o f t he Inte rio r, 
o f Outre Me r a nd 
o f Te rrito ria l Co l l e ctiv it i es

Al i ce Taj c hman
Le ctu re r
Min istry o f Edu cation

I sab e l l e Yen i
I ns pe cto r o f soc ia l affa i rs,
Min istry o f Wo r k , 
o f Soc ia l Re lations h i ps, 
Fami ly a nd So l i da rity

Members of the co l lège 
of the rep resentatives 
of Jewish institutions
in France 

Pi e rre Besna i nou 
p res ident o f t he Un ified
Jewis h Soc ia l Fund ( FSJU) 

Roge r Cu k i e rman 
Honorary pres ident 
of the Representing Counc i l
of Jewish Institutions
of France (CR IF) 

Co ri nne Champagne r- Katz
Pres ident 
o f t he Fren c h committee 
fo r Yad Vas hem

Raphaël Es ra i l
Se c reta ry gene ra l
o f t he Un ion o f depo rtees
to Ausc hwitz 

Jean- Franço is Gut hmann
p res ident 
o f t he O rga n isation
fo r he lp i ng c h i l d ren (OSE) 

Jean Kahn
p res ident 
o f t he Centra l Jewis h
Cons isto i re o f Fra n ce 
( rep resented by Zv i Amma r, 
v i ce -p res ident ) 

Se rge K la rsfe ld 
p res ident 
o f t he Assoc iation 
o f t he sons a nd daughte rs 
o f Jews depo rted from Fra n ce
( FFDJ F) 

Ri c ha rd Prasqu i e r 
p res ident o f t he CR I F 

Éri c de Rot hs c h i ld 
p res ident 
o f t he Shoah Memo ria l

Pau l Sc haffe r
Membe r o f t he exe cutive 
o f t he Un ion o f depo rtees
to Ausc hwitz 

Ady Steg
p res ident o f t he Al l i a n ce
is raé l ite un ive rse l l e 

Members
of the co l lège of
experts

Cla i re And ri eu
h isto ria n

Raphaël Hadas- Leb e l 
adv iso r

Si mone Ha ra r i
p rodu ce r

Davi d Kess l e r 
p res ident o f Fra n ce Cu l tu re 

Claude Lanzmann 
Fi lmmake r, w rite r

Samue l P isa r
l awye r

Davi d de Rot hs c h i ld 
p res ident o f Rot hsc h i ld & Co

SOL IDAR ITY
CO MMISSIO N 
Prés ident
Jean-Raphaël H i rs c h 
su rgeon, v i ce-pres ident of the 
Assoc iation of Hidden Ch i ld ren 

Jeann i ne Ba rb e rye 
Hono ra ry i ns pe cto r 
o f soc ia l affa i rs 

Davi d Ben I c hou 
c h i ef o f t he soc ia l
depa rt ment o f t he FSJU 

Géra rd B rami 
d i re cteu r des ma isons 
de retra ite pub l i ques de Ven ce
et de Cagnes-su r-Me r 

Gi l l es B rüc ke r 
p rofesseu r, d i re cteu r 
de l ’ I nstitut de ve i l l e sa n ita i re 

Fran c is Nehe r
Fo rme r d i re cto r
o f loca l se rv i ces
i n t he Va l-de -Ma rne 

Cat he ri ne 
Sc hu l mann- Khaïat 
Reti red soc ia l wo r ke r 

Ma rce l Stou rze 
p res ident o f t he Nationa l
Assoc iation o f depo rtees

Yves Wo l ma r k 
p ro fesso r, 
head o f ge ronto logy
at t he hos p ita l 
B retonneau, Pa ris  

Nat ha l i e Zajde
l e ctu re r i n psyc ho logy 
at t he Un ive rs ity 
o f Pa ri s-V I I I  

MEMORY AND 
TRANSMISSION
COMMISSION 
Présidente
Annette W i ev io r ka 
Research Director 
at the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) 

Aud rey Azou lay 
Membe r o f t he nationa l
coun c i l o f c i nematog rap hy 

Claude Bo c hu rb e rg
journal ist, member of the FFDJF

Hen ri Bo r lant
fo rme r depo rtee 

Zeev Gou ra r i e r, 
Inspector of the Musées de France 

Jean- C laude G rumb e rg
p layw right

Ma ri e -Hélène Jo ly
He ritage cu rato r

Mi c he l Laffitte 
Pro fesso r o f h i sto ry

Ol iv i e r La l i eu 
h isto ria n, res ponsab l e 
fo rt he o rga n ization 
o f s ites o f memo ry 
a nd o f t he ex te rna l 
p roj e cts o f t he 
Shoah Memo ria l

Ma rce l l o Pezzetti 
h isto ria n 

Be rna rd Revi r i ego
Cu rato r o f t he Do rdogne
a rc h ives

Ma rti ne Saada 
Head o f l ite ratu re
a nd documentation at Seu i l 

Honorary Pres ident
Si mone Ve i l

EXECUTIVE  
Pres ident 
Davi d de Rot hs c h i ld

Vice-p res idents
Se rge K la rsfe ld
Éri c de Rot hs c h i ld

Treasu rer
Jean- Franço is Gut hmann

Sec retary 
Al i ce Taj c hman

Member of the executive
Claude Lanzmann

MANAGEMENT
CO MMITTEE
Members 
of the co l lège
of representatives
of pub l i c bod ies

Ja cques And réan i
Ambassado r o f Fra n ce, 
Min istry o f Fo re ign 
a nd Eu ro pea n Affa i rs

Franço is Be rna rd 
Adv ise r, 
Min istry o f Justi ce

No rb e rt Enge l
I ns pe cto r o f t he
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H ISTORY OF 
ANTISEMIT ISM
AND THE SHOAH 
Pres ident
And ré Kas p i 
Pro fesso r o f h i sto ry 
at t he So rbonne 

Jean- Pi e rre Azéma
Pro fesso r at Sc i en ces- Po,
Pa ri s 

Anny Dayan-Rosenman
l e ctu re r i n l ite ratu re 
at t he Un ive rs ity 
o f Pa ri s-V I I 

I l an G re i l samme r 
p rofesso r o f po l it i ca l
sc i en ce at t he Un ive rs ity
o f Ba r- I la n ( Is rae l ) 

Mi c hae l Ma rrus 
p rofesso r o f h i sto ry
at t he un ive rs ity 
o f To ronto 

Chanta l Metzge r 
p rofesso r o f h i sto ry 
at t he Un ive rs ity 
o f Na n cy- I I 

Cat he ri ne N i cau l t
p ro fesso r o f h i sto ry 
at t he Un ive rs ity o f N i ce 

Ch ristian Oppeti t 
Cu rato r o f t he XX t h  c entu ry 
Depa rt ment at 
t he Centre h i sto rique 
des A rc h ives nationa l es 

Ra lph Sc ho r
p rofesso r o f h i sto ry 
at t he Un ive rs ity o f N i ce 

Pete r Sc hött l e r 
Di re cto r o f resea rc h
at t he CNRS 

Claude Si nge r 
h isto ria n, 
head o f t he edu cation
se rv i ce at t he Shoah
Memo ria l 

Yves Te rnon
Fo rme r i nte rn 
at t he hop itaux de Pa ris,
docto r i n h i sto ry

CO MMISSIO N
FOR SHOAH
EDUCATIO N

Prés idente
Él i sab et h de Fontenay
Pro fesso r eme ritus
o f p h i l oso p hy
at t he So rbonne 

Ad ri en Ba rrot 
p rofesso r o f p h i l oso p h iy at
t he Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris-X I I 

Gi l l es B rau n
responsab l e fo r edu cationa l
mu l timed ia at t he Min istry
o f Edu cation 

Raphaël Es ra i l  
gene ra l se c reta ry
o f t he Un ion des dépo rtés
d ’Ausc hwitz 

Ph i l i ppe Jouta rd
Pro fesso r eme ritus
i n mode rn h i sto ry

Jean- Pi e rre Lauby 
Reg iona l edu cation
Ins pe cto r o f h i sto ry
a nd geog rap hy

Éri c Ma rty 
p rofesso r o f contempo ra ry
Fren c h l ite ratu re at t he
Un ive rs ity o f Pa ris-V I I 

Ph i l i ppe Mesna rd 
Le ctu re r i n mode rn h i sto ry
at t he Un ive rs ity 
o f Ma rne - la-Va l lée 

Thomas Mo ri n
Histo ry teac he r
at t he Lycée Co lbe rt , Re ims 

Jean- Pi e rre Ob i n 

i ns pe cto r o f Edu cation
p rofesso r at t he IU FM 
o f Lyon 

My riam Revau l t d ’Al l onnes
p rofesso r o f p h i l oso p hy
at t he Éco l e p ratique
des hautes études 

Iann is Rode r 
Pro fesso r o f h i sto ry
Edu cation ex pe rt
at t he Shoah Memo ria l

CO MMISSIO N 
CULTURE JU IVE
Prés ident
Raphaël Hadas- Leb e l 
State adv iso r

Mi riam Ba r kaï
Di re cto r o f t he P in cus Fund

Éme ri c Deuts c h 
soc io log ist , psyc hoa na lyst 

Raphaël D raï 
p rofesso r o f po l it i ca l
sc i en ce at t he Un ive rs ity
o f A ix-Marse i l l e - I I I  

Ra c he l Erte l 
p ro fesso r at t he Un ive rs ity
o f Pa ri s-V I I, w rite r 
a nd tra ns lato r

Benjami n G ross 
doyen o f t he Un ive rs ity
o f Ba r- I la n ( Is rae l ) 

Mi c he l Gu rfin k i e l 

j ou rna l i st , w rite r 

So ph i e Kess l e r-Mesgu i c h

p rofesso r

at t he Un ive rs ity o f Pa ri s- I I I  

Lau ren ce Si ga l 
d i re cto r o f t he Musée d ’a rt
et d ’h i sto i re de j udaïsme 

Meïr Wa i ntrate r
Ed ito r o f L’A rc he 

CO MMISSIO N
F I NANC IÈRE

Président
Ro c h-Ol iv i e r Ma istre
conse i l l e r maître
at t he Cou r des Comptes 

Roge r Cu k i e rman
fo rme r p res ident
de la Compagn i e flna n c ière
Edmond de Rot hsc h i ld 

Ma rc El Nou c h i 
maître des requêtes 
at t he Conse i l d ’État 

Domi n i que Lau rent
State adv ise r

And ré Lévy- Lang 
fo rme r p res ident 
o f t he d i re cto i re de Pa ribas 

Pi e rre Lub e k 
I ns pe cto r o f fina n ces

Claude P i e rre -B rosso lette
hono ra ry i ns pe cto r 
o f fina n ces

ADMI N ISTRATIO N
Di rector
Anne -Mari e Revco l evsc h i

Deputy d i rector,
admin istration 
and finance

Jea n- Lu c La nd i e r

Deputy d i rector, 
Development 
and p rojects 

Ph i l i ppe Al l ou c he

Admin istrators
Davi d Ama r 
So l i da rity, 
Memo ry a nd tra nsmiss ion 
I sab e l l e de Caste l baja c
Jewis h Cu l tu re
Hanna Ge issmann 
Adv ise r
Jewis h edu cation 
Pi e rre Ma rqu is
Commun i cation
Ra c he l Ri mme r
Commun i cation

Domi n i que Tri mbu r 
Histo ry o f anti semiti sm 
a nd t he Shoah, 
Shoah edu cation
Ph i l i ppe Wey l
Co l l e ction 
“Testimon i es o f t he Shoah”
Ass istants
Yann i c k Douyère
Deve lopment a nd p roj e cts,
Shoah edu cation
Aud rey Rouah 
Admin istration, 

So l i da rity, Commun i cation 

Joe l l e Sebbah
Accounts

Rég i ne So cquet 
Histo ry o f anti semiti sm
a nd t he Shoah, 
Memo ry a nd tra nsmiss ion 

Gladys Srouss i
Jewis h Cu l tu re 

Ma rce l l e Ti ms it
Di re ction 



Key figures 
A total of 9 mil l ion eu ros 

Projets refusés ou sans suite

Projets acceptés

248113

Projets refusés ou sans suite

Projets acceptés

248113

Division of commitments per commission in 2007 
Total: 9,176,191 euros 

Division of projects per commission in 2007 
Total: 248 projects accepted

History 
of antisemitism
and the Shoah

539 395

6 %

Shoah
Education
678 615

7 %

Memory and
transmiss ion    

508 186

6 %

So l idarity 
3 195 462

35 %

Jewish Cu ltu re  
3 504 523

38 %

Others 1

750 000

8 %

History 
of antisemitism
and the Shoah

60

24 %

Shoah
Education

80

33 %

memory and
transmiss ion

28

11 %

So l idarity
18

7 %

Jewish Cu ltu re 
60

24 %

Others 1

2

1 %

1. I n c lud i ng a p roj e ct i ntended fo r t he Mus l im-A rab - commun ity
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2004 : 305 2005 : 440 2006 : 407

351

89

277

130

185

120

Projects rejected or not fol lowed up

Projects accepted

2007 : 361

248

113

Evolution of the number of projects considered 
by the Foundation 

The difference between the financial
commitments taken on by the Foundation
in 2006 relative to 2007 is principally
explained by the fact that fewer 
people put in applications for grants.
Nonetheless, this evolution took place 
In parallel with a slight increase in the
financial value of grants awarded, because
of the long-term nature of the payment 
of contributions. This means that once 
a project has been accepted, 
the Foundation agrees to make 
several payments, sometimes spread 
over several years, depending 
on the size and how far the project 
has advanced. 

Around 70% of the projects presented 
in 2007 received aid from the Foundation.
This high proportion of successful
applications is related to the quality 
of the projects as well as to the mentoring

aid of the Foundation’s teams, 
who maintain regular and active 
contact with the successful applicants. 

Regarding the division of 
the Foundation’s commitments, 
the balance of its activities remain 
more or less similar to that in 2006. 
It should however be noted that 
there were fewer projects accepted 
by the Memory and Transmission
Commission, explained by the fact 
that in the last few years the 
Foundation has taken on long-term
projects like the Camp at Les Milles 
or Father Desbois’ research. Meanwhile 
the number of projects supported 
by the Solidarity Commission 
has increased, as a result of 
the fact that this area has been 
given priority and because 
of a greater demand for its aid. 



Helping survivors 
as they age
Supporting Shoah survivors is the principal
mission of the Foundation. In France, there
is a need for aid to survivors who need
specialist services, whether at home or in
specialist geriatric units. The Foundation
works principally with medical-social
institutions like the OSE, the FSJU and 
the CASIP-COJASOR. Abroad it is mainly
involved in emergency aid, in partnership
with the American Joint Distribution
Committee in Eastern Europe, or in Israel
with humanitarian organizations such as
Latet or Hazon Yeshaya. 

Transmitting 
the memory 
of the Shoah 
The transmission of the memory of the 
Shoah is achieved through different types 
of projects, such as films or documentaries
which highlight less well-known aspects of
the Shoah, commemorations, museum
projects….The Foundation is supporting 
the creation of a network of sites of memory,
which includes all the sites of internment in
France, several of which will open to visitors
by 2010, notably Drancy, where an annexe 
to the Shoah Memorial is being set up. 
In partnership with the publishing house 
Le Manuscrit, the Foundation publishes a

collection of accounts called “Testimonies 
of the Shoah”. In 2007 the Foundation
supported the permanent commemoration 
of the Justes of France in the Pantheon. 

Broadening historical
knowledge about 
the Shoah and
antisemitism
The Foundation finances the research 
of young academics working on the Shoah,
both in France and abroad, in history and
other disciplines. This includes a programme
of doctoral and post-doctoral grants, with
the aim of encouraging research, particularly
using new archives. The Foundation 
also gives grants for the translation 
of major works. 

Shoah education  
The Foundation for the Memory 
of the Shoah closely follows all initiatives
established by the Ministry of Education 
and the world of teaching. The Foundation
has helped to maintain the place of Shoah
education in primary school and is active 
in debates about how the Shoah should 
be taught in CM2. Apart from this the
Foundation finances many school trips 
to sites of memory, either directly or
through the Shoah Memorial. 

The main activities of the FMS 
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Spreading 
the word of 
Jewish culture
Another aspect of the Foundation’s
mission is to ensure the continuation 
of Jewish culture, of which entire 
swathes were destroyed during the
Shoah. To that end the Foundation
supports projects which aim to promote 
a better transmission of Jewish culture,
particularly aimed at young people, 
as well as projects whose aim is to 
make known the richness of a culture
that is several thousand years old. 
In 2007 the Foundation published 
with Nathan Editions an anthology 
of Judaism and Jewish culture 
and set up a website on this theme 
with France 5. In parallel with this 
the Foundation has set up an ambitious
programme to train high school teachers
to teach Jewish culture.

Developing 
Jewish culture
In order to satisfy a major demand 
for buildings in which to house Jewish
schools, and to allow young children to go
to school in the best possible conditions, 
a new foundation was created in 2007 on
the initiative of the FMS: the Rachel and
Jacob Gordin Foundation. The purpose 
of this foundation is to finance the
renovation of Jewish school buildings.
The foundation brings together the most
important donors in this domain who 
have agreed to coordinate and to pool
their resources and knowledge. The
Rachel and Jacob Gordin Foundation 
for school buildings is a foundation 
under the auspices of the FMS and
presided over by David de Rothschild. 

The struggle 
against negationism
and antisemitism
The Foundation for the Memory 
of the Shoah supports the activities 
of the watchdog MEMRI, which collates
negationist speech broadcast on Arab 
and Iranian websites and television. 
In 2007 the Foundation initiated a project
aimed at the Muslim-Arab world whose
objective is to challenge the major
prejudices concerning the Shoah and
Judaism on a website in Arabic and Farsi,
and by the translation of major works
about the Shoah – such as Primo Levi’s 
If this is a Man or the Diary of Anne Frank -
into these languages. 



Mémoi res Vives, the FMS radio show 
Since October 2007, the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah has broadcast a radio
programme on RCJ (94,.8 FM in Paris) every Sunday from 1 to 1.30pm. The programme
discusses numerous initiatives relating to the Shoah and the transmission of Judaism.
Every week, individuals take part who are involved in activities which link memory and
contemporary reality with concerns for the future.

The p rog rammes ca n a lso be hea rd at www.memoi resv ives.net . 
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The collection “Testimonies of the Shoah”
brings together the accounts of direct 
and indirect victims of the persecution 
of the Jews in Europe, both before and
during the Second World War, as well 
as witnesses to these persecutions.
Published in partnership with the
publishers Le Manuscrit, the collection
publishes hitherto unpublished texts.
After being edited, all the testimonies 
are examined by a committee, presided
over by Serge Klarsfeld, made up of
historians and specialists of the Shoah.
Through this collection the Foundation 
is actively involved in the gathering 
and the preservation of the words 
of witnesses and victims.

Pres ident o f t he Read ing Committee : Se rge K la rsfe ld 

Membe rs o f t he Read ing Committee :
Isabe l l e Choko, O l i v i e r Coqua rd,
Géra rd Gob itz , Katy Haza n, Domin ique Miss i ka, 
Den is Pesc ha ns ki, Pau l Sc haffe r 

Admin istrato r: Ph i l i ppe Weyl 

Tit les publ ished in 2007 
No right to l ife
Simon Grunwald

Simon Grunwald presents his experience
as a hidden child in Poland. A happy child
who had no idea he was Jewish, he was
thrown headlong into the greatest tragedy
of the twentieth century. This account
evokes the massive role the Poles played
in the genocide of the Jews, alongside 

the role of several Righteous Gentiles
who risked their lives to save those 
of Jews in danger.

Blood and Gold
Jul ien Unger 

Reissue of a testimony published 
at the end of the war by a French 
Jewish deportee. Julien Unger describes
with power and precision what he had 
to endure in Auschwitz and in various
transit camps. The literary quality of his
account and the depth of his reflections
give this text a particular power. 

Life combats
El iezer Lewinsohn

Born in Berlin in 1927, Eliezer “Robby”
Lewinsohn was forced with his mother 
to flee in 1933 to Lyons. As the attacks 
on Jews intensified he became an 
active member of the Jewish resistance
movement.  In this account of his
experiences, which he refuses to consider
in any way exceptional, Robby pays
homage to all those who actively fought
for the survival of their people. 

Speeches
Simone Ve i l
Preface by Anne -Ma ri e Revco l evsc h i

This book brings together all Simone Weil’s
speeches from her time as President of the
Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah,
from 2002 to 2007. Weil, a survivor of

“Testimonies of the Shoah”



Auschwitz, and enriched by her experience 
on the national and international political
stage, speaks from the depths of her heart
about both her experience and her philosophy.
A version in English has also published.

A yellow star 
and a swastika 
Robert Borgel
Preface a nd notes by C laude Nataf 

The first of three volumes in the collection
devoted to Tunisia, the testimony of Robert
Borgel, lawyer at the Tunis Bar, shows 
how the ripple effect of the Shoah reached
Tunis during the six months of the Nazi
occupation. 

The Jewish Camp 
of Royall ieu-Compiègne  
1941-1943
Col lection 
I ntrodu ction by Se rge K la rsfe ld 

This work brings together eight texts about
the “Jewish Camp” at Royallieu, a suburb 
of Compiègne. It complements the collection
of testimonies of Jean-Jacques Bernard and
Benjamin Schatzmann. This volume offers
new insights on the terrible conditions that
the Jews suffered in this Nazi internment
camp that was under the aegis of the
German army. 

Memories of the body
Adèle Grossman, 
Written wit h Hen ri Grossma n 

Adèle Grossman, a young Jewish Polish
woman from Lodz, lost most of her family
during the war. She experienced alone 
the hell that was Auschwitz, Birkenau 
and then Stutthof. Left for dead after 

the camps were evacuated, she had to have
both her legs amputated. With the help 
of her son, Adèle Grossman tells her story.
Her sober and extraordinary account allows
her faith in life and her indefatigable
optimism to shine through. 

Face to face with death
Erich A ltmann 
Tra ns lation a nd i ntrodu ction by Guy Al t ma nn 

Erich Altmann survived thirty three 
months in the Nazi concentration camp hell. 
This book tells of the horror of what he
experienced: hunger, illness, the loss of
humanity, death everywhere. And shining
through, irrepressibly, a will to live in order
to let the world know of these horrors. 
That strength allowed Erich Altmann to
survive Auschwitz-Birkenau, Buchenwald,
Oranienburg and two Death Marches. 

The fu l l  cata logue o f t he co l l e ction “Testimon i es o f t he
Shoah” i s ava i lab l e on l i ne at www.fondations hoah .o rg 
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Solidarity

Commission

Pres ident  
Jean-Raphaël H i rs c h

Members of the commiss ion 
Jeann i ne Ba rb e rye, Davi d Ben I c hou, Géra rd Brami, 

G i l l es Brüc ke r, Fran c is Nehe r, Cat he ri ne Sc hu l mann- Khaïat , 
Ma rce l Stou rdze, Yves Wo l ma r k , Nat ha l i e Zajde

Admin istration
Davi d Ama r

2007 Commitments
3 195 462 eu ros 



Bringing comfort to survivors

Having been a member of the previous commission, I was only too 
aware of the increasing needs of survivors, the services which our
institutions can offer and the financial resources necessary for the
accomplishment of their mission. I know well how helping the elderly
demands a degree of commitment, patience and skill and that we must
help find solutions, temporary or long term, with regard to treatment,
material aid and support. I am only too aware of the responsibility 
of this role, and of the service which I invest with all my professional
experience; it is also a personal commitment, related to the long
relationship I have both the history of the Shoah  and with Israel. 
I was as a young man a Resistant; I saw both my parents deported 
to Auschwitz, and only my father return. This duty of solidarity and 
of responsibility has always been a part of me and I am proud to share 
it today with these extraordinary men and women who are like me here
to guide the FMS to make the best decisions for those who need our
help: aging survivors, often living alone and some in terrible situations.
This is the challenge we faced in Israel, with some survivors living in
appalling conditions. We are also working in partnership with the JOINT
with survivors living in Eastern Europe. We will continue to prioritise
projects which deal with the most critical situations, both in France and
abroad. Pursuing our support for French institutions, we are interesting
in innovative and high quality projects.

I also hope that we will be able to develop our ideas to deal with both
current and future needs, benefiting from the latest gerontology and
geriatric psychology studies, which will make us a leader in the field. 

Jean-Raphaël Hirsch, president of the Solidarity commission 
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Listening 
and social support
Passerel les
Nationa l soc i ety 
fo r L isten ing and suppo rt 
FSJU 

Listen ing, memory and h istory
OSE

Soc ia l action 
for Shoah su rv ivors
Foundation CAS IP-COJASOR 

Serv ice for su rv ivors 
of the Shoah
Foundation CAS IP-COJASOR 

Auxi l ia i res de vie
Respons ib i l i ty for Shoah
su rv ivors at the Rés idence 
les Ol iv ie rs
CASI M, Marse i l l es 

Special ist
geriatric 
services
Centre de jou r Ed ith-Kremsdorf
OSE

Joseph-Wei l l Day Centre 
OSE

Emergency Aid
Emergency fund 
For Shoah su rv ivors
FSJU

Medical 
Services 
Complementary 
hea lth insu rance 
for Shoah su rv ivors 
Foundation CAS IP-COJASOR 

Renovation
Renovation
of the Norbert-Dana
Farband House,
Un ion des soc iétés

ju ives de France 

Renovation of the o ld age 
home Rés idence
les Ol iv ie rs 
CASIM, Marse i l l es 

Creation of a second 
day centre for the elder ly 
with psycho log ica l 
and behav iou ra l d i fficu lties 
OSE

Food and 
medical help
Eastern Europe
Aid for the su rv ivors 
of the s iege 
of St Petersbu rg 
Joint D istribution Committee,
Hesed Av raham

Home help 
for Shoah Su rv ivors 
in Po land

Joint D istribution Committee, 
Un ion of Jewish commun iti es
of Po land

Strengthening of med ica l
serv ices for su rv ivors 
of the Shoah in Eston ia

Joint D istribution Committee,
Jewish Commun ity of Eston ia

Programmes of med ica l a id,
hyg iene and soc ia l work 
for Shoah su rv ivors 
in L ithuania
Joint D istribution Committee,
Jewish Commun ity of L ithuan ia

Israel 
Food d istri bution 
for Shoah su rv ivors
in Is rael

Hazon Yeshaya 

Food and med ic ine 
d istri bution for Shoah 
su rv ivors l iv ing 
in poverty in Is rael 

Latet Assoc iation

Social Aid



Helping survivors in Israel

Since 2006, the Foundation has been concerned with the
extreme difficulties encountered by thousands of survivors
living in Israel. Whilst being aware of the Israeli government’s
decision to build up a picture of the precise needs, and its
intention to take appropriate measures bearing in mind the
results of this research, the various conversations that represen-
tatives of the FMS have had in Israel convinced the Foundation
that it was the right decision to go ahead with offering emer-
gency help to Shoah survivors who live in Israel below the
poverty level, without waiting for the government’s decision.

The Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah is aware that any help it can offer is just a drop in
the ocean, but nonetheless recognizes that whilst other organizations wait to decide what help
to give, the FMS has already been able to offer help in a certain number of disturbing situations.

The organization Latet is well-known for its efficiency, its spirit of initiative and above all for
its well-organised campaigns, which bring together experienced professionals and many volun-
teers. Latet, inspired by the French charity Restos du C?ur, and headed by Gilles Darmon, has
been able to mobilize enthusiasm and to adapt and institute change when the situation
demands action. 

The partnership between the FMS and Latet calls for a financial commitment of 400 000 euros
to help deal with the needs of Shoah survivirs living in poverty. 

The programme is made up of 3 elements:
– nutritional help (the distribution of food packages)
– a medical element (coupons offering free medicine)
– the possibility of emergency help for those in particularly difficult situations

The partnership was made official by David de Rothschild who devoted his first trip to Israel
in the role of President of the FMS to solidarity with survivors. He visited a social work centre
in Lod, where he lit the first Chanukah candles with Shoah survivors who have benefited from
the programme. 
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Pres ident
Annette W i ev io r ka

Members of the commiss ion 
Aud rey Azou lay, C laude Bo c hu rb e rg , Hen ri Bo r lant , Zeev Gou ra ri e r, 

Jean- C laude Grumb e rg , Ma ri e -Hélène Jo ly, Mi c he l Laffitte, O l i v i e r La l i eu, 
Ma rce l l o Pezzetti, Be rna rd Revi r i ego, Ma rti ne Saada

Admin istration
Davi d Ama r

2007 commitments
508,186 eu ros 

Memory and 
transmission

Commission 



Continuing 
the sites of memory
The Memory and transmission commission is committed in its work 
to continuing the work of the commission that came before it, Memory
Links, presided over by Serge Klarsfeld. Thus projects which are
already detailed, financed, some which are virtually finished, are
guaranteed continued aid. This is the case for the sites of memory of
internment in France, particularly the important Centre for the History
and Memory of the Camps of the Loiret, which will be opened by the
CERCIL in the centre of Orleans. Staying with the theme of continuity,
the commission maintains active relationships with the major memorial
institutions in Israel. At Yad Vashem, the FMS is involved in the project
to collect the names of the Hungarian Jewish victims of the Shoah, and
has contributed to the modernization of the Museum of Ghetto
Fighters in the Galilee. The FMS is closely involved in the publication
of testimonies, in the context of the Foundation’s own collection. This
year, projects for feature films and documentaries (which now come
under the aegis of this commission), and for DVD’s have multiplied.
The commission examines these applications carefully, looking with
particular interest at those projects which show particular ambition 
as well as at those which would never see the light of day without the
support of the Foundation. Theatre projects are looked at on the same
basis. The Commission also considers how to encourage people 
to write. Finally an important opportunity has opened up to the
commission: the diverse cultures with immigrant origins who are 
buried in tombs within the Jewish part of cemeteries. The commission
has agreed to a review on the juridicial status of these concessions –
particularly those that appear to have been neglected – on their upkeep
and occasionally their restoration. 

Annette Wieviorka, president of the commission for Memory and transmission
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Museum 
Projects 
Renovation of sector I I I 
at Bi rkenau: “Mex ico” 
State museum 
at Auschwitz-Bi rkenau 

Construction of a s ite 
of memory and h istory 
oppos ite the Cité de la Muette,
at Drancy
FMS, Shoah Memo ria l 

Historia l - Memoria l
Char les de Gau l le 
at Co lombey-les-Deux-Égl ises 

Foundation Char l es de Gau l l e 

Project to renovate, and equ ip
The El ie Wiesel I nstitute
Bucharest , Roman ia 

Plaques and
memorial stones 
Setting of commemorative
p laques at Auverse and 
at Noyant (Maine-et-Lo i re) 
Assoc iation Fami l i es
And Fri ends of the Depo rtees
of Convoy 8 

Plac ing of a commemorative
memoria l stone
i n the commune of la Bache l l e ri e 

Renovation of the monument
to deportees at the Jewish
cemetery in Strasbou rg- 
Cronenbou rg
Cons isto i re is raél ite 
of the Bas-Rhin 

Restoration of the monument
erected in memory of the Jews
of Saint-Quentin who were
deported and k i l led

Jewish Cu ltu ra l Assoc iation 
of Sa int-Quentin 

Posing of a p laque in memory of
the Jews deported from Marci l lac
Assoc iation fo r the memo ry
of the Jews depo rted from Aveyron 

Ceremonies 
Homage by the Nation
to the Justes of France,
Ceremony at the Pantheon
FMS, Pres idency of the Repub l i c

Yom HaShoah
Pub l i cation of a spec ia l issue
of the jou rna l Ténou’a
Libera l Jewish Movement of France 

Memory l inks
French committee
for Yad Vashem 

Encounters
I nformation day
about the Justes
of Parçay-les-Pins
(Maine-et-Lo i re) 
Assoc iation Fami l i es
and Fri ends of the Depo rtees
of Convoi 8 

Bordeaux encounters:
Chi ld ren of the War
Fixing the i rreparab le
CR IF Bo rdeaux South West
Aqu ita ine 

Lectu re
Remember Budapest
Budapest , Hungary
French committee
of the Inte rnationa l Assoc iation
of Jewish lawye rs

Cultural 
meetings
Theatre
Himmelweg
(Route of the Sky)
Di rected by Jo rge Lave l l i ,
Le Méchant Théâtre Company

Dance
Les Petites Haines
by Cathe rine Cado l
Ephata Company

Musica l festiva l
Voix étouffées 2008 
Fo rum Voix étouffées,
Amau ry du C lose l 

Cata logue of the exh ib ition
Pathways
by Michèle Katz,
Area Co rp



Publ ications 
Col lection 
“Testimonies of the Shoah” 
FMS, Le Manuscrit 

Friend, Ne ighbour
Raphaël Konopn i c ki, 
Éd itions Jean-Claude Gawsewitch 

Trans lation of important works
on the Shoah into Arab ic and Fars i
FMS 

Audiovisual
Productions 
Tour des Finaly, DVD 
Micha Shagri r, 
Tapuz Productions  

Belzec, DVD
Gui l laume Moscov itz , 
Compagn i e des Phares 
et Ba l ises 

The Future of Drancy, DVD 
Arnaud des Pa l l ières, 
Arte France Déve loppement 

Joseph Epste in: 
bon pour la légende 
Pasca l Conve rt , 
Productions Sodaperaga 

An island in a storm
(subtit l i ng ) 
Neus Via la,
Les Fi lms de la Castagne 

The Glasberg Mystery
Ju l i e Bertucce l l i , 
Beaml ight Productions 

Monseigneur Théas,
a b ishop l istens 
to the century
Ji l Se rvant , 
Productions de la Lante rne 

Passports for Vitte l 
Joël l e Nov i c, 
Injam Productions 

Dig ita l isation 
of testimonies
Assoc iation of Hidden Ch i ld ren

Chi ldren and genocide:
Testimonies about chi ldhood during the Shoah 
What is it like to grow up, to play, to dream, whilst humanity is being ravaged by genocide?
What was childhood like for children growing up during the Second World War, when the Nazis
were carrying out their war of extermination against the Jews and their politics of purification
against the Gypsies? Written both during and after these events took place, these texts, brought
together by Catherine Coquio and Aurélia Kalisky and translated from fifteen different langua-
ges, describe what the collapse of their world meant to the youngest witnesses, and tells of the
extraordinary vitality that kept them going in the camps and ghettos. It highlights the way in
which children and adolescents perceived this collective tragedy and allows the reader to begin
to understand the image – sometimes harsh – that they had of adults.

Transmission 
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History of 
antisemitism 

and the Shoah 
Commission

Commission

Pres ident  
And ré Kasp i

Members of the commiss ion 
Jean- Pi e rre Azéma, Anny Dayan-Rosenman, I lan Gre i l samme r, 

Mi c hae l Ma rrus, Chanta l Metzge r, Cat he ri ne N i cau l t , Ch ristian Oppeti t , 
Ra lph Sc ho r, Pete r Sc hött l e r, C laude Si nge r, Yves Te rnon

Admin istrator
Domi n i que Tri mbu r

2007 commitments
539,395 eu ros



Stimulate research, 
in France and abroad 
The History of antisemitism and the Shoah Commission has gone
through a partial renaissance. It has inherited a tradition, precedents
and a memory which it is strongly aware of. In the next few years the
Commission is concentrating on three areas: the development in France
of areas of study around the Shoah in central and eastern Europe.
Research in France has some catching up to do. This will demand an
increase in the knowledge of foreign languages, study abroad periods
(short or longer term) which will allow students to make the most of
archives and a greater knowledge of foreign publications which deal
with this particular geographical area.

– It is essential to encourage European students, notably those from the
former ‘people’s democracies’, when they begin their research, which is
often challenging, necessary and certainly productive. It is essential that
the commission looks beyond France. Geographical openness is an
immediate necessity. 

– The commission does not limit its expertise to the realm of history. 
It welcomes human and social sciences. Bearing in mind the research 
of the last several years, it is more important than ever that researchers
be encouraged to develop multidisciplinary skills. This is the way 
in which current and future work will be given a new dimension.
Seminars, during which recipients of grants from the Foundation 
are invited to share their discoveries with other researchers, 

are, from this perspective, particularly useful. These seminars have been
extremely fruitful for all participants and should be continued.

André Kaspi, president of the History of Antisemitism and the Shoah Commission.
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Antisemitism
German pol i cy in the Middle East
and antisemitism
in the Arab wor ld 
between 1952 and 1979 

Ul ri ke Bec ker, 
Un ive rs ity of Hambu rg 

The International League
against Antisemitism
between 1928 and 1940 

Emmanue l Debono, 
Sc i ences-Po, Paris 

The Institute for the study
of the Jewish Question
and the organs
of antisemiti c propaganda 
under the Occupation

Grégoi re Kaufmann, 
Sc i ences-Po, Paris 

The emergence 
Of a “popu lar anti-Semitism”
in France during the 1930s 

Lau rent Keste l, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris- I 

Nazi propaganda 
posters (1920-1945)
Ol iv i e r Lavandon,
Un ive rs ity of Caen 

Racism and antisemitism
in the Ita l ian press during
the fascist era
(1922-1943): 
between pol iti ca l and 
journal isti c propaganda
Fanny Lev in, 
Un ive rs ity of Grenob le- I I, 
Un ive rs ity of Tu rin 

The h istory of the Dreyfus affa i r
Phi l i ppe Orio l 

A comparative h istory 
of racia l ideas In European
society 1860-1960 
Caro le Raynaud-Pal igot , 
Institut h isto rique a l l emand, 
Paris 

Antisemiti c hatred in 
southern France. 
Mobi l isations, networksand
figures of the extreme right 
from the end of the 19th century
to the present day
Phi l i ppe Secondy,
Un ive rs ity of Montpe l l i e r- I I I 

The Shoah a l iyah
from France to Palestine
and Israel (1936-1950) 
Bri ce Vincent ,
Un ive rs ity of Montpe l l i e r- I I I 

Eastern Europe
and Russia
Deported but saved: The Jews 
of Poland and the Balti c states
deported to the East 
by the Sov iets 1940-1941
Marta Crave ri, Éco le des Hautes 
Études en Sc i ences Soc ia l es
( EHESS) 

Biography of A. Lozovski 
(1878-1952). 
The journey of a Jewish
Bolshev ik l eader
Ol iv ia Gomol ins ki, 
Sc i ences-Po, Paris 

Rovno on the eve 
of the Second Wor ld War 
and during the Holocaust
Tikva Fata l-Knaan i, Yad Vashem 

The evolution of the pol iti ca l
values of the Jewish community
in Poland between the wars
Kami l K ijek ,
Un ive rs ity of Wroc law 

Nazism
and genocide 
The internment reg ime
in the Nazi concentration camps
(1933-1945) 
Nico las Be rtrand, 
Un ive rs iti es of Bou rgogne, 
D ijon and Humbo ldt , Ber l i n 

The function and importance 
of the arch itecture 
of the Nazi concentration camps 
Alexandra K le i, 
Techn i ca l Un ive rs ity of Cottbus 

Sports: the practi ce of v io lence
in the Nazi camps 
Veron i ka Sprigmann,
Un ive rs ity of Car l-von-Oss i etzky, 
O ldenbu rg 

Doctoral and
post-doctoral
grants



The mobi l isation 
of farmers during 
the Rwandan genocide
Emmanue l Vi ret , 
Sc i ences-Po, Paris 

Writing about 
the Shoah 
The memory of the Shoah 
and laughter: Questions and
controvers ies 
Andréa Laute rwe in, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris- I I I 

Paul Celan and Giorg io Caproni: 
two poeti c writers 
after Auschwitz
Jud ith L indenberg , 
Marc-Bloch Centre, Ber l i n 

Biography of Gertrud Kolmar 
(1894 Ber l in - 1943 Auschwitz) 
Si l ke Nowak, Ber l i n 

The poem as a s ite of memory: 
Poeti c writing and the
transmiss ion of memory. 
Nel ly Sachs (Germany), 
Edmond Jabès (France), 

Juan Gelman (Argentina) 
Luc i e Taïeb, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris- IV 

Construction
of memory 
Antisemiti c, fascist 
and Nazi persecutions in Ita ly: 
Memory and representation
between 1944 and 1967 
Pao la Berti lotti, 
Sc i ences-Po, Paris 

Alone together. The 1950s. 
Jews in the Federal Repub l i c 
of Germany
Jae l Ge is, Be r l i n 

Shoah surv ivors
in Austral ia and Israel 
Sharon Kang isser Cohen, 
Un ive rs ity of Sydney, Austra l ia

David Boder and the h istory 
of Shoah testimonies: 
the ev idence of trauma
Alan Rosen, Un ive rs ity of Bar- I lan 

Col lective mobi l isations
and the construction 

of the memory of the homosexual
v i ctims of Nazism
Rég is Schlagenhauffen Mai ka,
Un ive rs ity of Strasbou rg 

The construction of a co l lective
memory of the Shoah in France
1987-2000
Flo riane Schne ide r,
Un ive rs ity of Paris- I 

Justice 
and restitution
The spol iation of funds wh ich
belonged to the Jewish v i ctims of the
Nazis and were he ld by Swiss banks
Alexandra Herfroy-Mischle r, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris- I I I 

The app l i cation in France 
of the German laws on “reparations”
from the 1950s to the 1970s
Johanna L ins l e r,
Un ive rs ity of Paris- I 

Belg ian post-war justi ce
regard ing Jewish persecution
Mari e-Anne We ise rs, 
Free Un ive rs ity of Brusse ls
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Seminar:
Are a l l men equal? 
A comparative h istory 
of racia l th ink ing
1860-1930 
Caro le Raynaud-Pal igot , 
Institut h isto rique a l l emand, 
Paris 

Seminar:
The l iberation of occupied
Sov iet territory:
Practi ces of purification 
and the construction 
of the image of the enemy 
in the USSR 
1942-1945 
Masha Cerov i c,
Éco le no rmale supéri eu re, 
Ju l i ette Den is, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris-X 

Conference: 
The Shoah, a parad igm
of psych ic trauma
in the 20th century
Natha l i e Zajde, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris-V I I I, 
José Brunnert , 
Un ive rs ity of Te l Av iv 

Organisation
of two round tab les: 
A comparative h istory 

of antisemitism 
in France and Ita ly
Mari e-Anne Matard-Bonucc i, 
Un ive rs ity of Grenob le- I I 

I nternationa l conference: 
A h istori ca l socio logy
of cu ltural antisemitism
in France, v isual a rts, 
l i te rature, mus ic, 
theatre in the 19th 
and 20th centuries

Centre d ’Étude 
de la Vi e Po l itique França ise
(CEV IPOF) 
Sc i ences-Po, Paris 

Seminar:
The Shoah in Transnistria;
interd iscip l inary research 
and new perspectives
Jerusa lem Centre 
fo r French research

I nternationa l conference:
Shoah surv ivors
l iv ing in another country:
time, space and identity 
The Av raham Harman 
Institute of Contempo rary Jew ry, 
Heb rew Un ive rs ity
of Je rusa lem, 
Jerusa lem Centre fo r French
research

Seminar:
Two voices returned 
from the past: 
Dav id Boder 
Flo rent Brayard, 
Marc-Bloch Centre, 
Be r l i n 

History seminar
about the Shoah 
André Kasp i, 
Un ive rs ity of Paris- I 

Workshop on the h istory 
of the concentration camps
Un ive rs ity of Hambu rg 

Conference on 
Jewish cu lture and cu ltural
exchanges in central 
and eastern Europe
Un ive rs ity of Nancy- I I 

Pub l i c lectu res
at the Co l lège de France
by Annette Wi ev io rka
and Sylv i e L indeperg , 
FMS 

Lectu res
by Mme Mi l iakova
Centre fo r Russ ian,
Caucas ian and centra l 
Eu ropean Stud i es
EHESS 

Publ ications 
Reflections on the Shoah 
in film 1945-1985
Claud ine Drame, 
Éd itions Metropo l i s 

Testimonies of the Res istance
Phi l i ppe Mesnard,
Éd itions Stoc k 

Trans lation into French: 
Fi lm theory, 
redeeming materia l real ity
Si egfri ed Kracauer, 
Éd itions Flammarion
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Lectures 
and conferences 



Trans lation into French: 
Nazi Germany 
and the Jews, volume I I
The Years of Extermination
(1939-1945) 
Sau l Fri ed länder, 
Éd itions du Seu i l 

To speak or to remain s i l ent .
Attitudes and actions 
of French Jews, 
1940-1945 
Cla i re Za l c et N i co las Mariot , 
Éd itions Od i l e Jacob 

Les Cah iers 
de la Shoah n°10 
Éditions Les Be l l es Lettres 

Trans lation into Eng l ish: 
The camps of Paris. 
Auster l itz, Lév itan, Bassano 
Jean-Marc Dreyfus 
and Sarah Gensbu rger, 
Éd itions Berghahn Books 

Trans lation into French:
The Orig ins of the Final Solution
Christophe r R . Brown ing , 
Éd itions Les Be l l es Lettres 

Research aids
Have I seen Anne Frank?
Regard ing the reception 
of a l i te rary testimony
and against fa ls ification 
of memory 
in contemporary cu lture
Co rdu la Behrens, 
Un ive rs ity of Car l-von-Oss i etzky, 
O ldenbu rg 

Comparative study
between the Holocaust 
and the 1994 
Rwandan genocide 
Katherine Craddy, 
Un ive rs ity of Bi rmingham 

Images of Re ichsparte itag
and the development
of the “Volkskörper” 
Pau la Di eh l, 
Ber l i n 

Study of the r ight-wing
movements of the Yishuv: 
c landestine immigration, 
he lp, rescue and espionage 
before, during and after 

the Second Wor ld War
Tuv ia Fri l i ng ,
Ben-Gu rion Un ive rs ity, 
Beer-Sheva 

Research project
on the Justes of Brussels
and New York 
Sarah Gensbu rger, 
Sc i ences-Po, 
Paris 

Research 
in New York in the arch ives 
of Va’ad Hatzala
(Rescue Committee) 
Yaacov Loupo, 
Je rusa lem

Dai ly l i fe
and Jewish identity
in the d iaries of
Victor Klemperer
Arv i Sepp, 
Un ive rs ity of Antwerp 

Database
on antisemitism
and rev is ion ism
Stephen Roth Institute,
Un ive rs ity of Te l Av iv 

Translation of major works of history
The Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah strongly supports the translation of books which
bring a new perspective to the understanding and the analysis historical research. The FMS has
given financial support to the publication in French of two important books: The Origins of the
Final Solution: The Evolution of Nazi Jewish Policy, by Christopher R. Browning and Saul Friedlän-
der’s The Years of Extermination: Nazi Germany and the Jews, 1939-1945.

By looking at the extermination of the Jews of Europe in two distinct ways – the radicalization
of the persecutions leading to the intent to genocide (Christopher R. Browning) and the
confrontation between Nazi leaders, local leaders and ordinary people as well as the victims
themselves (Saul Friedländer), these exceptional works have contributed to a greater unders-
tanding of the Nazi racial politics that led to the Final Solution. 
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Pres ident
Él i sab et h de Fontenay

Members of the commiss ion 
Ad ri en Ba rrot , G i l l es B raun, Raphaël Es ra i l , Ph i l i ppe Jouta rd, 

Jean- Pi e rre Lauby, Éri c Ma rty, Ph i l i ppe Mesna rd, Thomas Mo ri n, 
Jean- Pi e rre Ob i n, My riam Revau l t d ’Al l onnes, Iann is Rode r

Admin istration
Domi n i que Tri mbu r

2007 commitments
678,615 eu ros

Shoah
Education

Commission



Towards a universal 
Shoah education
I was honoured to be invited to succeed Alice Tajchman in 2007 as the
president of the Education and Transmission Commission, now renamed 
the Shoah Education Commission. 
The Commission aims to develop Shoah education by supporting appropriate
and high quality projects. The composition of the new commission illustrates 
a particular keenness for in-depth research, whilst retaining an awareness of
educational realities. Activities at the level of junior high and high school remain
at the core of our mission. The FMS helps finance a large number of school trips
to sites of memory. In cooperation with the Education Ministry services, 
the Foundation intends to provide teachers with the appropriate tools to help
them undertake this task. 
With regard to primary education, and following on from the idea put forward
by President Sarkozy, the Foundation is represented in the working group which
has been created by the Ministry of Education. Speaking personally, I would
have preferred for the FMS not to be involved in this working group, and I am
abstaining from involvement myself; I believe that the Commission should
remain apart from this debate and should not be a part of what is first and
foremost a politicised and mediatised discussion. Nonetheless it seems that
some elements of the debate and some of the ideas of this working group are
managing to go beyond this level and these may well eventually become part 
of the Commission’s proposals. We believe that it is important to make an effort
with regard to tertiary education, in particular with professors of contemporary
history. We are working on the production of a document co-signed with the
Shoah Memorial and destined for education authorities, dealing with an
important question: “Resistance and deportation: how to honour the memory 
of one without diminishing the other?”
Finally the Education Commission has initiated a series of pilot projects using
the theatre as a means of transmission.

Élisabeth de Fontenay, president of the Shoah Education commission 
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Poland: from Auschwitz
to the European Union 
Lycée Laetitia-Bonaparte,
Ajacc io 

From Auschwitz as a s ite 
of memory to the Poland 
of today,Ostrowiec 
Lycée Jean-Mou l i n, 
Albe rtv i l l e 

Voyage to Auschwitz
Assoc iation des Amis de
l ’aumôneri e i s raél ite des armées 

Memory and History: 
Krakow - Auschwitz 
Lycée du Bugey, Be l l ey 

Voyage of memory Bnei Akiva 
Assoc iation l ’Ex péri ence 
is raél i enne 

History and Memory. 
Testimonies and memoi rs 
Col lège Mol ière, 
Bou i l lé-Lo retz 

The Shoah,
how to speak of and understand
the unspeakab le
Col lège Ph i l i ppe-Cousteau, 
Bri enon-su r-Armançon 

Thinking of crimes 
against humanity: 

“Ber l in: the traces 
of the Th i rd Re ich”
Lycée Auguste-Renoi r, 
Cagnes-su r-Mer 

Voyage to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau 
Éco le de la deux ième chance,
Châte l l e rau lt 

Auschwitz and 
the city of Krakow 
Lycée Sa int-Char les, 
Chauny 

The Res istance 
and deportation from Lyons
Assoc iation Dépo rtation,
pe rsécutions et mémoi re 

Voyages to Auschwitz 
Assoc iation Dépo rtation, 
pe rsécutions et mémoi re 

Memory and History: 
Ber l in-Auschwitz 
Lycée Mari e-Cu ri e,
Éch i ro l l es 

From one Europe to another: 
from Strasbourg to Auschwitz 
Lycée P i e rre-Mendès-France, 
Ép ina l 

Europe, from war to peace
Lycée Anna-de-Noa i l l es, 
Év ian- les-Ba ins 

School Trips 
Jews from France
and Krakow
Lycée A ristide-Briand, 
Év reux 

The duty of memory 
and the construction 
of the future citizen
Col lège l e Chamand i e r, 
G l ières 

To the roots of memory
Col lège Ferd inand-Bu isson,
Grandv i l l i e rs 

Voyage to Auschwitz
for the students
of Saint-Maur-des-Fossés
Assoc iation Action c itizen,
youth and memo ry, 
La Varenne 

The duty of memory
at Auschwitz-Bi rkenau
Col lège Hecto r-Malot , 
Le Mesn i l-Esnard 

Voyage to Krakow
and Auschwitz
Lycée Notre-Dame-des-Min imes,
Lyon 

Memoria l tr ip
Private schoo l Gan-Ami, Marse i l l e 

Drancy - Krakow - Auschwitz
Lycée frança is, Madrid 

Trip to Auschwitz
Lycée Lou is-de-Brog l i e, 
Mar ly- le-Roi 

Poland, 
European memory and
the future of the European Union
Col lège Le Luzard, 
Marne- la-Val lée 

From tragedy to hope
Lycée du Mené,
Me rdrignac 

Voyage to Lyons and Izieu
Lycée Ala in-Bo rne, 
Montél imar



Voyage Yizkor
ORT Dan i e l Mayer, 
Montreu i l 

Voyage of memory
to Auschwitz 
I nstitut Sa int-Domin ique, 
Mo rtefonta ine 

Paris - Lyon - Izieu
Col lège Co rentin-Riou,
Mouti e rs Les Mauxfa its 

Voyage to Auschwitz :
Shoah and memory
Lycée po lyva lent Geo rges-Brassens,
Neufchâte l-en-Bray 

Zakhor Al Tichkah’
Col lège- lycée de l ’Al l iance,
Ni ce 

History and memory: 
Ber l in and Auschwitz
Lycée Pau l-Pa in l evé,
Oyonnax 

Voyage to Izieu
Col lège P i e rre-de-Ronsard,
Paray Vi e i l l e-Poste 

Ber l in, a p lace
of l iv ing memory
Col lège Guy-Flav i en, 
Paris 

Voyage of memory
Éco le Geo rges Leven, 
Paris 

Educational voyage to Poland
I nstitutions Sinaï,
Paris 

Antigone,
figure of the Res istance
Lycée Rac ine,
Paris 

Voyage to Auschwitz 
Col lège Va lmy, 
Paris 

Memory and transmiss ion
Lycée Yabne,
Paris 

Study tr ip to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau 
Ligue Inte rnationa le Contre l e Rac isme
et l ’Antisémitisme ( L ICRA), 
Périgueux-Do rdogne section

Voyage to Auschwitz-Bi rkenau
Conse i l généra l du Rhône 

Studying the memory 
of the Jewish genocide
I nstitut ru ra l, Ro l lancou rt 

The traces of the Shoah
Lycée profess ionne l Den is-Dide rot , 
Romi l ly-su r-Se ine 

Voyage to Krakow
and Warsaw
Lycée po lyva lent 
du Haut Va l-de-Sèv res, 
Sa int-Maixent- l ’Éco le 

Discovering the s ites
of deportation 
and genocide
Col lège Jean-de-Neyman, 
Sa int-Naza i re 

History and memory 
of the Shoah
Lycée Ozar-Hato rah, 
Sarce l l es 

Auschwitz and Krakow
Col lège Château-Rance,
Scey-su r-Saône 

A memory for today
Lycée Pau l-Langev in,
Su resnes 

Auschwitz, h istory
and the duty to remember
Lycée po lyva lent
Barthéme ly-de-Laffemas, Va lence 

Construction
of a common memory, 
Col lège Jean-Mou l i n, 
Vi l l efranche-su r-Saône 

Maison-mémoria l of the murdered
Jewish ch i ld ren from Izieu 
Col lège Pasteu r, 
Vi l l emomble 

Audiovisual
Productions 
Internment camps
in the south of France, DVD ROM 
Reg iona l educationa l documentation
centre CRDP), Mid i-Pyrénées 

Vi l la Jasmin 
Férid Boughed i r - Image et Compagn i e 

My first memory in co lour
Jean-Yves Yagound - K l i canovo 

Bon Papa
Leïla Ferau lt - Bix Fi lms 

The recipes of Mina Pachter
Anne Geo rget - Quark Productions 

Zachor, DVD 
Fabi enne Rousso-Lenoi r 

Notes of hope
Fi lming of a pe rfo rmance
Bloc k 15, mus i c and Res istance 
Breakout Fi lms 

Concentration camp work, DVD 
Study c i rc l e of the depo rtation
and the Shoah 

Sonderkommando, 
Auschwitz-Bi rkenau 
Emi le We iss - MW Productions 

Theatre 
Slumbering water
Lars No rén - Acte 2 

Expositions 
Exh ib ition of the d rawings
of Thomas Geve 
French Assoc iation 
Buchenwald-Do ra 
and Kommando 

Travel l ing exh ib ition 
of the of the l i fe and work 
of Etty Hi l l esum
Char lotte Arnoux Saut ,
Iso rea Assoc iation



L
E

S 
PR

O
JE

T
S 

SO
U

T
E

N
U

STraining
programmes
Train ing seminar 
for the heads of information
departments at the UN
Shoah Memo ria l 

National competition about the
h istory of the Shoah in France 
2006-2008
Aloumim, Is rae l 

Seminar on the concentration
and death camp at Auschwitz
and crimes against humanity
Lyons chapter fo r the rights of man

Seminar European Values
Keep ing memo ry a l ive

A Holocaust Educational

Program for Israel i-Palestin ian
Dialogue Group
YMCA, Is rae l 

Two weeks of h istory:
understand ing the Shoah
Éco le Ju les-Guesde, Vén iss i eux 

Voyages for forg ing an identity
Assoc iation fo r A rt and So l idarity 

Publ ications 
Deportees from Lyon, h istory of
the youngest v i ctims of the
Shoah. Dig ita l isation and p lac ing
on l ine of arch iva l documents
Centre for the documentation of the
deportation of Jewish chi ldren, Lyons 

Specia l issue on the Justes
Le Monde des Ados 
FMS, Fleu rus p resse 

Lectures
Lectu re series
Transmiss ion, memory and
identity, the Jews of Spain
during the Shoah
Lycée frança is de Madrid 

Seminar
Fact , Fi ction, Propaganda
Un ion of European Jewish Students 

Commemorations 
Memoria l Days 2007
Centre communauta i re de Paris 

Ceremony to pay homage  to the
sons and daughters of Jews shot
and deported in the Yonne
Col lège Denfert-Rochereau,
Auxerre
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Pres ident 
Raphaël Hadas- Leb e l

Members of the commiss ion 
Mi riam Ba r kaï, Eme ri c Deuts c h, Raphaël D raï, 

Rac he l Erte l, Benjami n Gross, Mi c he l Gu rfin k i e l,  
Soph i e Kess le r-Mesgu i c h, Lau rence Siga l, Meïr Wa i ntrate r

Admin istrator
I sab e l l e de Caste l baja c

2007 commitments
3 504 523 eu ros

Jewish Culture
Commission

Commission



Openness and loyalty

The work of the Jewish culture commission, in the course of its first six years of
activity, has been based around the idea that one of the central missions of the
Foundation is to privilege the transmission of the Jewish cultural heritage that
belonged to the victims of the Shoah, specifically to younger generations. With
this in mind, the Jewish culture commission has been involved in the changes
taking place in French Jewish schools, by taking responsibility for property 
and being involved in the main body responsible for training teachers and by
prioritizing the growth of educational resources. The commission has also been
involved in the development of informal education, both in Paris and in the rest
of France, as well as the strengthening of the knowledge of different ‘Jewish’
languages, by supporting the main institutions responsible for teaching these
languages. All these activities, which are being extended with the establishment
of the Rachel and Jacob Gordin Foundation for school buildings which will
make an important contribution to the development in France of an open and
high quality education system. It is important that the curriculum is designed
with the intention of valuing the teaching of Hebrew and Jewish history, 
in order to reinforce students’ identity and underline the importance of being
open to the rest of the world. Teacher training should be pursued in the same
spirit; focusing on the sources of tradition, and respectful of the principles
outlined in the charter of the Rachel and Jacob Gordin Foundation. In the same
spirit, if the commission has contributed it a to a greater dissemination of Jewish
culture, in particular by concentrating on student activity, it is also because
particular attention has been paid to the preservation of French Jewish heritage,
through the renovation of important libraries and the digitalization of books,
and the exhibiting of artworks: the considerable success of Israeli literature 
and cinema confirms a general interest in Jewish culture in all its forms both
amongst the Jewish and the non-Jewish public. 

Raphaël Hadas-Lebel, president of the Jewish Culture commission 
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In itia l tra in ing for tra inee
teachers of Jewish education
Teacher tra in ing i nstitute
Beth R iv kah 

Extra-curricu lar Heb rew
education pedagogical
programme for youth movements
Jewish Agency

Programme for tra in ing leaders
French Un ion of Jewish Students
(UEJF) 

Improv ing Heb rew teach ing
Creation of an area for Jewish
stud ies for teenages 
and young adu lts
Centre communauta i re de Paris 

Reg ional developement 
Jewish scouts of France
EE IF 

International forum of Jewish
scouts tra in ing programme
EE IF 

Consol idation and development
of the El ie-Wiesel 
Univers ity Institute
El i e-Wiese l Un ive rs ity Institute

Educational programme
for Talmud Torah classes
Cons isto i re centra l 

Parents and ch i ld ren
studying together
Miberesh it 

Activ ities for the tra in ing 
of rabb is
Cons isto i re de Paris 

Educational a ids: 
he lp with writing and
pub l i cation, Ivr it Tarbout
Nationa l Centre fo r Heb rew
Language

Online tools
Method of teach ing Heb rew 
by e-learn ing
Soc iété Yodéa 

Onl ine ed ition of the educational
magazine Der Yid isher Tam Tam
Maison de la cu l tu re y idd ish - 
Bib l iothèque Medem 

Development of the webs ite
about the Jewish community 
of Alsace and Lorra ine
Assoc iation AS IJA 

Publ ications 
1306, the expu ls ion of the Jews 
from the k ingdom of France
Cél ine Ba lasse, Éd itions de Boec k 

The Book of Fi re
(trans lation and pub l i cation 
i n French)
H.N. B ia l i k , Éd itions Caractères 

Jews and Judaism, vo lume 1 
( rep rint ) 
Marianne P i card, B ib l i eu rope 

Judéopostale, 
Jewish themes in ph i late ly
Claude Wa insta in, Bi ro Éd iteu r 

Our Heros, vo lumes 1 and 2
( rep rint )
Sad i e Rose We i l e rste in,
Bib l i eu rope 

Mathematics and the Jews
Mo ritz Ste inschne ide r, 
Gad Freudentha l,
Éd itions O lms 

Audiovisual
Productions 
A h istory of Israel i c inema
Raphaël Nadjari, Zad ig Productions 

Sacred language, 
spoken language
Nu rith Av iv, Les films d ’ i c i 

Operation Moses
Radu Miha i l eanu, E lzév i r films 

Testimonies of French 
and Francophone volunteers 
(The Israel i war 
of independance 
1948-1949) (DVD)
Assoc iation Mahal 

Les Falashmuras,
the Marranos of Eth iopia?
Dan i e l Fri edmann, CNRS 

We were Exodus
Jean-Miche l Vecch i et , Matt Fi lms 

Why Israel?
New print , 
C laude Lanzmann, 
Les Fi lms Aleph 
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Training
programmes



Archives
and l i braries
Preserv ing the arch ives 
of Sara and Jacob Halperyn
Museum of the art 
and h isto ry of Juda ism, Paris
Leon Ha lpe ryn 

Restoration of o ld books
Lib rary of Daat To rah 

Catalogu ing the col lections
of the Bib l iothèque Medem
Maison de la cu l tu re y idd ish -
Bib l iothèque Medem 

Theatre 
Lehaïm
afte r Her l i nde Koe lb l
Compagn i e Le Réseau 

Di Tsvey Kune-Lemel
afte r Ab raham Go ldfaden 
Maison de la cu l tu re y idd ish - 
Bib l iothèque Medem 

Vienna 1913,
at the Av ignon Festival
Ala in Did i e r-We i l l
Influenscènes 

Culture
Between Jews and Christians
International conference at Oxford
Jean Baumgarten - 
Centre de recherches h isto riques 
de l ’EHESS 

The 3 Js of Jewish cu lture:
Art and Judaism
Assoc iation Vig i l ’Ance 

Books about 
the Jewish wor ld
Assoc iation fo r the teach ing 
of Juda ism as cu l tu re 

7th Festival of Israel i 
Cinema in Paris
Is ratim 

The first Jewish 
Cu lture Week at Arcue i l
Amica le ju ive d ’Arcue i l 

Commemoration of 
the centenary of the Jewish 
cu ltural association 
of Cle rmont-Ferrand
Ju les- Isaac Cu ltu ra l Centre 

Commemoration
in Paris of the b i centenary
of the Cons istoi re
Cons isto i re de Paris 

Conference 
on the centenary
of the scout movement
EE IF 

Russ ian solo ists
Assoc iation fo r 
the Inte rnationa l 
Festiva l of peace

4th Yidd ish summer school 
in Alsace
Open a i r theatre

Festival of Jewish cu lture:
concerts and lectures 
Assoc iation Aki estamos,
Les amis de la Lettre sépharade 

Theatre in education:
La Traversée 
Maison Moadon, 
Troupe Adama 

Educationa l workshop
Maison Moadon 

Festiva l of Jewish cu lture; 
the wealth of Jewish cu lture
in Europe 
FSJU 

Festival of Jewish cu lture;
workshops on Joseph Kessel 

Cerc le Bernard-Lazare 

Klezmer workshops
Maison de la cu l tu re y idd ish -
Bib l iothèque Medem 

Antisemitism and
interfaith d ialogue 
Media action re lating 
to negation ism and antisemitism
MEMR I 

Study days: development 
of educational tools to fight
against racist and antisemiti c
cl i chés and prejud ice
CEDER - AJMF 

Exceptional aid
Reconstruction of the synagogue 
in the Cai l l o ls area, 
Marse i l l es
Assoc iation Or Av iv 

Emergency a id fo l lowing 
an incident of vandal ism
New commun ity centre i n Paris 

Exceptional a id for 2007 
Nationa l Heb rew Centre

Further emergency a id
for the Shnei Or School
Assoc iation KCO 

Educational Projects 
Estab l ishment of a new 
Jewish school
Assoc iation fo r 
a Modern Jewish Education

Construction 
of a new h igh school 
Éco le lycée Luc i en-de-Hi rsch 

Extens ion
Ozar-Hato rah Schoo l, Créte i l 

Voyages 
Miss ion Exodus 
Appe l un ifié ju i f de France 

Journey to Argentina ed itoria l team
of the Cah iers yidd ish
Cerc le Bernard-Lazare
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Disseminating Jewish culture 
The Shoah decimated entire swathes of a many thousand year old culture.
Through its various commissions the FMS contributes towards the dissemination
of Jewish culture, as part of its struggle against prejudice and stereotyping. Three
of the main projects that the Foundation has initiated:

An anthology 
Published by Nathan, the Anthologie du judaïsme, edited by Francine Cicurel, professor
of linguistics, makes available to the general public basic texts which explain the
wealth and diversity of a culture that is largely little known. The book contains tra-
ditional texts of philosophy and Jewish literature accompanied by reading notes,
illustrated documents and explanatory commentary to enable greater understanding.

A thematic website
In partnership with France 5, the FMS ha set up a thematic website called
“Judaism and Jewish culture”, under the direction of Gérard Rabinovitch, CNRS
researcher, and Gilles Braun, specialist in information technology. Bringing toge-
ther contextual resources and interactive animations and videos, the site offers
users over 200 pages of information, making it a reference source for both the
educational community and the general public.

Teacher training
Since 2006 the Foundation has supported a training programme for high school
teachers. Developed by Gérard Rabinovitch in partnership with the Education
Ministry, this training gives teachers the possibility to choose to deepen their
understanding of the Jewish world. It proposes different modules outlining Jewish
history as well as aspects of the culture, philosophy and theology of Judaism. This
training programme has already been taken up by some seven hundred teachers in
five education authorities. 



Financial
Commission 

Pres ident 
Ro c h-Ol iv i e r Ma istre

Members de la commiss ion 
Roge r Cu k i e rman, Ma rc El Nouc h i, 
Domi n i que Lau rent , And ré Lévy- Lang , P i e rre Lub e k
C laude P i e rre -Brosso lette 
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Securing the FMS endowment

Conforming to article 14 of the FMS statutes, the mission of the Financial Commis-
sion is to examine “general questions regarding the finances of the foundation”. The
conclusions of the commission regarding all financial decisions brought before the
Executive Committee are final. The commission is responsible for the investment
strategy for the Foundation’s funds and deals with its management. It also gives
advice regarding how money is spent, and oversees the information on the Founda-
tion’s finances which is given to members of the Executive Committee and the Foun-
dation’s various partners.

The commission is loyal to these principles and works in close collaboration with the
President, Treasurer and Director of the Foundation; in the context 
of the worldwide instability of the financial market and an uncertain economic
future, the Commission is committed to securing, as far as is possible, the Founda-
tion’s funds, in order to allow it to fulfill its mission and to honour its engagements. 

The year 2007 was notable for:
– The renewal of some of members of the Commission, and the arrival of Mme
Dominique Laurent and M. Marc El Nouchi, conseillers d’État, and M. Roger Cukier-
man, former president of the CRIF.
– The changing of the accountant and of the firm which works with the Financial

Commission regarding the definition of its financial strategy.
– Above all, by the close attention paid to the development of the markets and close
liaison with the Foundation’s fund managers. Faced with the depreciation of the mar-
kets alongside the sub-prime crisis in the US, the Commission has asked the mana-
gers of the endowment to reduce the portfolio’s risky investments and to increase
risk-free investments. In spite of a difficult context, this prudent strategy led to the
portfolio’s net growth this year of 3.64 %. 
In total, the Foundation’s resources allowed it to finance some 250 projects in 2007
alongside its investment in the Shoah Memorial and its programme of activities.

Roch-Olivier Maistre, president of the Financial Commission 



Thanks to the FMS’s permanent financial
support, the Shoah Memorial has been able 
to pursue important projects with the aim 
of preserving the memory of the Shoah 
and transmitting and teaching its history. 

The Memorial has developed and diversified its
activity both on a national and an international
level, and has broadened its remit, by
increasing and training its teams and enriching
and developing its archives. Projects have been
set up within the context of the Memorial’s
development strategy, with the help of its team
of specialist advisers, which will guide the
Memorial in the future. In terms of the number
of visitors, 2007 was an exceptional year for the
Memorial; visitor numbers have returned 
to the level of 2005, its inaugural year. 

In addition to the permanent exhibition which
still brings in many visitors, two important
temporary exhibitions – The Shoah by bullet,
and the Underground Archives of the Warsaw
Ghetto - brought in not only the Memorial’s
established public but more importantly, 
many new visitors. 

The acquisition of new archives, including
those of the OSE, the Jewish Scouts of France
and the Union of Jewish ex Volunteers, and the
continual growth of individual donations, have
increased the quality and the extent of the
Memorial’s archives. 

2007 also saw the multiplication of different
activities in the realm of training and
education, particulary outside Paris, with the
exhibiting of various traveling exhibitions, as
well as the organization of trips to Auschwitz

from eight different cities around France. 
Two special projects were developed 
in this context, one for the Communications
department of the UN, the other, a remarkable
French Moroccan initiative, set up 
by the students of three schools 
in Morocco and France. 

On an international level, the Memorial, 
by creating a department devoted 
to International Affairs, has been able 
to reinforce its presence on the Task Force 
For International Cooperation on Holocaust
Education Remembrance and Research. 
By developing its relationship with equivalent
organizations in other countries, the Memorial
has maintained its dialogue with UNESCO 
and the Council of Europe. 

In the course of 2007 the Memorial 
has welcomed many visitors, including
President Nicolas Sarkozy. The Memorial 
has also been associated with many occasions
of national significance, such as the national
homage to the Justes of France, on January
18th at the Pantheon.

The Shoah Memorial 
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2007 in figures
178 000 visitors in 2007 (compared 
with 150 000 in 2006), the Memorial 
has registered an increase of 19% 
in visitor numbers 

In addition to the permanent exhibition,
six new temporary exhibitions took place,
three at the Memorial, and three others
traveling around the country.

During the year 9 819 people took part 
in 121 seminars or performances (95 in
2006), whilst 1 082 groups, or 32 500
students, visited the Memorial, an increase
of 30% in relation to 2006. There was an
increase of 28% in visits by the police,
15% in visits by youth groups, 
13% by teachers, 12% adult associations,
11% by students, 6% for Sunday guided
tours and 5% by well-known visitors. 

87 training programmes welcomed 
4 927 participants, including 
1 235 teachers. 

Continuing a longstanding programme,
the Memorial organised 21 trips to
Auschwitz, including 11 from cities
outside Paris. Intended for individuals,
teachers and students, 12 of these trips
were in the context of a programme
specifically set up by the FMS. 
3079 participants including around 
500 teachers who took part in these trips.
Apart from individual participants, 
all the participants were involved in trips

that were part of educational projects
which were followed by the Memorial and
which included a period of preparation. 

Visitors to the reading room increased 
by 26% with 5 428 visitors (of which
2 144 were academics including 504 first
time visitors). Finally, the library enriched
its collections with a 12% addition to its
holdings. 

The Archive Service responded 
to 872 requests relating to the Wall of
Names, 4 341 requests from abroad for
research and welcomed 110 researchers. 

The internet site of the Memorial received
234 000, a 26.4% increase on 2006. 
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